
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HELENA, MTANA 59601

VERTOL HELICOPTER brings its load of logs into
the log landing. This is a view of logging operation
from viewpoint overlooking Snake Creek drainage.

Loading crew at landing must be prepared to handle

load of logs every three minutes in preparation for a

subsequent load.

Helicopters log
Bull River sale
TROUT CREEK-Helicopter

logging has arrived in west-
ern Montana.
Underway in the East Fork

of Bull River north of Noxon is
the harvesting of timber with
helicopters in the Devil-Snake
Timber Sale.
Through the use of helicop

ters operated by Columbia
Helicopters, Inc. of Portland,
this aerial logging procedure
is being used to protect the
high viewing significance of
land that borders the Cabinet
Mountains Wilderness and to
protect the soil and water
balance of the steep slopes
while harvesting the diseased
timber.
The primary purpose of the

sale is to salvage mature
white pine that became

infested by the mountain pine
beetle in 1974-75. When rapid
spread of the beetle was
observed in 1976, the sale was
quickly advertised and sold to
Columbia Helicopters. The
Portland firm purchased the
5.9 million board feet of
timber for the appraised value
of 815.168, less than $30 per
thousand.

Columbia uses one of its
fleet of Boeing Vertol 107-11
helicopters and a small copter.
The Vertol, which is powered
by twin turbine engines of
1500 horsepower each, can lift
a maximum external load of

11,500 pounds at sea level and
7,600 at the altitude of the
timber sale.
The Vertol, supported by

its smaller brother and the
crew of sawyers, choker
setters, loaders and pilots
work 10 hour per day, six
days a week and are averag•
ing 100.000 feet per day.
The faller, and some of the

choker setters came into the
area about a month ago and
the pilots and copters arrived
in late July.
A crew pre sets chokers on

the loads which the Vertol will
lift from the mountain side
and fly to the log landing. The
logs are judged according to
weight and the object is to set
the chokers around the
number of logs that approach,
but do not exceed the
maximum load that the copter
can lift.
When the copter is over the

ADVANTAGES of helicopter logging

were pointed out by Ken OhIs, left,

assistant ranger for the Cabinet

logging site, a cable is lowered
with a connecting device. The
device is attached to matching
device on the log choker and
the logs are lifted. At the log
landing, the helicopter pilot
lowers his load and as it hits
the ground, the pilot discon-
nects the load and quickly
soars upward and back to the
logging site.
Thursday afternoon, the

Vertol pilot was making two
trips every five minutes.
At the log landing, the logs

are loaded aboard logging
trucks for transporting to the
St. Regis Paper Co. mill at
Libby.
The smaller helicopter is

used to carry cables, supplies
and people into the logging
areas and also, at times, to
"yard logs."
The helicopter logging job

did not require any additional
reading in the logging area.
One area on the main haul
road had to be widened to
serve as a truck turn around
and as the log landing, but
that was all the reading
required, according to Kt n
Ohls, assistant Cabinet Dia-

District, to State Sen. George

McCallum. right. (Ledger photos)

trict ranger.
While helicopter logging is

expensive, it offers several
advantages, Ohls points out.
Far less environmental dam-
age results and loggers spend
less time getting to and from
work and the fact that road
costs continue to soar, makes
helicopter logging more and
more feasible in steep terrain.
Bernie Robinson is sale

administrator for the Devil-
Snake Timber Sale for the
Cabinet District.
The sale area is divided into

two cutting areas. They can
both be reached by traveling
on Highway 202, the Bull
River Road, and turning off at
the East Fork Bull River road
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Firearms plant
eyes Plains site
PLAINS--An announcement
by State Sen. George McCal-
lum that a California manufac-
turer has expressed an
interest in moving one of his
two manufacturing plants to
the Plains area dominated
discussions at a public meet-
ing here Thursday night to
discuss steps that can be
taken to preserve or find new
jobs for Diehl Lumber Co.
employes.
The lumber firm has an-

nounced plans to close down
its operations. by Sept. I,
leaving 130 employes out of
work.

Mc(7alluni said a California
manufacturer of firearms
would employ 50 workers at
first and later expand to about
150 workers. The industry is
non-polluting.
A stipulation for the move

would be making available a
grant of $250,000 at low
interest rates to tlie manufac-
turer for re training purposes.
McCallum said up to 10 key
employes would be brought
in, but that oaer employes
would be hired locally. They
would require training and
this is expensive, the senator
A third.
Sam Silverthorn Jr., acting

chairman of the newly formed
industrial committee, presid-
ed at the public meeting in the
Plains High School gym which
was attended by about 85
persons. Sam noted that one
source of a low-interest loan
could be local government
approved revenue bonds,

which are not an obligation on
taxpayers but have the
advantage of being tax-ex-
empt and thus draw a lower
rate of interest.
County Commissioner Nor-

man Resler and Plains Mayor
Bei man Whisennand both
commented briefly on the
possibility of endorsing re-
venue bonds.
But a new industry from

California wasn't the only
possibility explored and offer-
ed to Plains Thursday night.

Dr. R. J. Cook noted that a
fund had been started to pay
for newspaper financial sec-
tion advertising in the Los
Angeles Times.
Jim Runyan, Thompson

River district forester for
Champion Timberlands, said
mountain pine beetle has
infested timber in this area,
and that there is no outlet for
posts and rails. "Our company
is very much concerned about
the situation at Plains,"
declared Runyan. "We have
lots of lodgepole pine stands
and I am sure the company
would be willing to sell some
of this stumpage for use by a
post and rail plant established
in the area."

David A. Lawyer. nursery
man, noted that he and his
wife. Esther. recently had
purchased some land near
Plains and that he would be
interested in expanding his
operation if "we could borrow
money at a low rate of
interest. We have the market
and we have the product.

Money is our bottleneck,"
declared Lawyer. He said an
expanded nursery operation
could provide more jobs than
the area has workers.

Several state and labor
officials were invited to speak
briefly by Silverthorn to
explain the services they have
to offer communities facing
the economical impact caused
by the loss of an industrial
plant.

Among the speakers were
Jim Flynn, acting director of

the State Dept. of Commerce
and Small Business Develop-
ment and representative of
Gov. Tom Judge; Candy
Brown, director of technical
assistance and training pro-
grams for the State AFL-CIO;
Dick Bourke, Montana Dept.
of Labor and Industry; Harris
Wiltien, Plains, chairman of
the Sanders County Commit-
tee for Rural Development
composed of representatives
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Sale of hospital

set August 26
Sanders County commiss-

ioners have adopted a resolu-
tion to sell the Sanders
County Hospital building at
Hot Springs at public auction
at 11 a.m. Aug. 26.
The building and land have

been appraised at $56,953.
Terms of the sale will be cash
in an amount of not less than
20 per cent of the purchase
price paid at the. time of sale
with balance payable in not
less than 90 days.

In other business at their
August session, the commis
sioners accepted the resigna
lion of Earl West as civil
defense director for the
county.
Highway Patrolman Harold

Savik discussed the Blue Slide

road with the commissioners.
Barbara Blaine was inter-

viewed for the position of
publ'e health nurse.
Margie Rohwer, Tillie Wol

Luton and Patricia Eldridge,
county employes, discussed
wage increases with the
commissioners.
Robert Fletcher and Con-

rad Pederson discussed the
Woodside Park subdivision on
Prospect Creek. The commis-
sioners accepted the prelimi-
nary plans pending develop-
ment and approval. The
county's road standards were
given to Fletcher and Peder-
son.
County Agent Linda Stein-

metz reviewed her activities
for July.

00 Falls alumni expected
About 1.000 Thompson

Falls High School alumni are
expected to begin registering
Friday for the second Thomp-
son Falls Alumni Reunion to
be staged this week end.
Registration will begin at 6
p.m. Friday at the new high
school continuing until 10 p.m.

Coffee and tea will be
served during the registration
both Friday CN ening and
Saturday with cookies being
furnishedby local alumni.

Registration Saturday will
begin at 10 a.m. and continue
to 4 p.m.
The alumni banquet will be

served at 6: 30 p.m. Saturday
on l'revis Field. Supt. Larrae
Rocheleau will serve as
toastmaster. Guest speaker
will be former Supt. Paul T.
O'Hare of Billings. The
Thompson Falls High School
band under the direction of
Patrick B. Deasent, new band
director, will play. The Sweet
and Lows, Thompson Falls
women's singing group under
the direction of Candy Pierce,
will present entertainment at
the banquet also.
An adult dance will be

staged in the old gym
Saturday starting at 9:30 p.m.
Music will he by the Cornsilk.
Tickets for the dance can be
purchased at the time of
registration and admittance is
restricted to alumni. No
tickets will' be sold at the
door.
A dance for the "younger

set" will be held in the
multi purpose room and will
start at 9:30 also. This dance

is open to all alumni and to
local high school students.
Tickets will be sold at the
door. Music for this dance will
be by the Ark 'n Stone. a four
piece Missoula rock band.
Sunday's picnic will start at

approximately 12 noon with
food serving to begin at 2 p.m.

It will be held on the old
campus near the Junior High
building.
"This will be a time to visit

and show off your crew,"

commented Leonard Lov.

haug, alumni president.
A door prize will be given to

the person with the winning
registration ticket. The prize

will be an oil painting donated

by Nadine Winn Adams of

Missoula, an alumni. She also

is donating a picture to be
raffled by the swimming pool

committee later.

The weather
August 2
August 3
August 4
August 5
August 6
August 7
August 8

95 51 0
97 54 0
93 58 .05
85 53 0
84 54 T
89 50 0
90 49 0

Visit lien.

Mrs. Ruth Ann Raymond
and sons Matthew and Mi-
chael of Houston, Tx. are
spending several weeks here
visiting her parents, M&M
George West and other
friends and relatives.

Picture taking schedules
will be given out at registra
lion. The pictures will be
published] in a reunion booklet
which will be sent to all
persons who have paid a $I

registration fee.
I,ovhaug reported that all

local motels are full and the
reunion committee still re
quests persons with extra
rooms available in their
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GLASSED IN LOBBY at left is where
patrons of the new Thompson Falls

Post Office conduct business. At right

is a portion of the lock boxes. Lobby

homes to call 827 3544.
A work committee is

needed to help with setting up
tables and all alumni are
asked to help with this after
registration.

was filled Monday with patrons
obtaining keys and assignments of

boxes. (Ledger photo)

Welcome home, all alums of TFHS
4


