
SANTA CLAUS visited kids in the middle of
Main St. after the free movie at the Rex
Theater sponsored by the Thompson Falls-
Noxon-Trout Creek Chamber of Commerce.

A record crowd attended the movie. Santa's
visit was arranged by Ron Calvird. His guest
here is not identified. (Ledger photo)

1980 work seen
for Plains curves
A contract is scheduled to be let in

October 1980 for construction of 1.8
miles of Highway 200 in the curves
section east of Plains, State Sen.
George McCallum and State Rep.
Chris Stobie have been informed by
H. J. Anderson. director of the State
Dept. of Highways.
When asked why the delay until

the fall of 1980. Anderson told the
lawmakers that a year is needed to
obtain the necessary right-of-way.
Anderson explained that original-

ly the plan had been to straighten

the curves as an emergency mea-
sure, but that now it has been decid-
ed to rebuild the highway perman-
ently as new construction.
The 1.8 miles section is expected

to begin at the intersection of High-
ways 200 and 28 and continue east to
the Nygren Ready-Mix plant. Sena-
tor McCallum said.
Another contract to complete re-

building the remaining 5.1 miles of
the Plains-Paradise section will be
awarded in 1983.

Appraisalsrise

on some
new homes
Owners of most residential pro-

perty constructed since 1955 will
likely see a slight increase in their
assessments in 1978, while many
homes built before 1925 will be
decreased under the new property
appraisal program scheduled to go
into effect next year. Homes built
between 1925 and 1955 are expecting
to see little change in values.
The reappraisal process mandated

by the Legislature is nearing
completion in Sanders County and
the reappraise-1 values will be used
in determining property taxes in
1978.
The law was passed to make the

property tax system more equitable.
The last time all of the property in
the Stste was reappraised as in the
early 1960s. A manual was issued at
that time setting standards, includ
ing construction cost standards for
the calculation of property tax
values.
In 19641 another manual was issu-

ed, and in 1974 a third manual was
given to the Sanders County apprais-
er's office. Homes and other private
and commercial property built be-
fore 1963 have been assessed from
one manual. Property constructed
between 1953 and 1974 was taxed Us-
ing another manual and property
constructed more recently was ap-
praised according to a third manual.

Sanders County Appraiser Ed
Hartman explained that because the
later manuals took higher construc-
tion costs into account, the owners of
the new properties were taxed
heavier than they would have been

had the property been appraised
under the earlier manuals.
In 1978. all property with the

exception of industrial should be
appraised under one set of stand.
ards. The reappraisal of industrial
property in Montana is not expected
to be finished by 19'78. An honor
system is being worked on until the
industrial assessment can be finish-
ed.

Although there may be a sizeable
increase in the market values
statewide, a provision has been
written into the law limiting the
percentage that the property taxes
may rise statewide.
When the reappraisals are com-

pleted by June 1, 1978, the director
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McCallum said Anderson advised
that a date has not been chosen yet
for awarding the contract to rebuild
a li-nille-section of Highway 10A a-
long Thompson Falls' Main St. and
to the overpass east of town, but that
the work will not be accomplished
before 1983.
No date has been set for awarding

a contract to rebuild an .3.5-mi1e sec-
tion of Highway 200 between Dixon
and Rava
Anderson told Senator McCallum

the department would push the
Plains curves job and hopes to get it
to contract in 1979 if possible. Mc-
Callum reminded Anderson that last
year he had promised the job could
be completed within 18 months.
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THOMPSON FALLS ELEMENTARY school

students eagerly awaited the visit by Santa

Claus at the concluson of the music program

SANTA arrived at the high school gym Friday night fol-
lowing the well received elementary school music program,
in a sleigh drawn by Rudolph and eight reindeers. Rudolph
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Friday night under the direction of Billie

Chubb. Visit of Santa was arranged by Ted

Howard. (Ledger photos)

was Craig Benton. Reindeers were Tim McGovern, Bill
Denkinger, Leonard Amundson. Larry Ward, Bill 

Koch,.
Roger Sampson, Rick Reid and Randy Bergren


