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The Way
It Was

Lorraine Dufresne

TEN YEARS AGO, JAN. 4, 1968
TROUT CREEK--A family reunion
was held Christmas day in honor of
M&M Charles Robbins Sr. at the
home of M&M Charles Robbins Jr.
Also present were M&M Chet Rob-
bins, M&M Bob Miller and Glenda
Robbins, who was spending the holi-
day- at home, from Bridgeport,
Washington.
END OF AN ERA--the removal of
he Miehle flatbed printing press

-.edger iiiarm.o the end of
more than 60 years of printing the
Ledger by letterpress method. The
press, which was more than 70 years
old, was removed by Art and Bob
Turk of Turk Cabinet Shop, Jim Eg-
gensperger and Jack Stephens.
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO,
JAN.?, 1953

According to the Cabinet Forest
records taken here since 1911. the
past year was the driest on record.
Only 9.65 inches of precipation fell.
Normal for the area is 20.22 inches.
TROUT Creek M&M Gallen Boyce
awn Richmond. Wa. are here visit-
ing their daughter, Mrs. James Tay-
lor and family. They also were Sun-
day dinner guests of 5.181M Garvin
Taylor and family.

Late in the day Dec. 3, 1952, Bill
Page, regional serviceman for North-
ern Lights Cooperative, and his as-
sistant, Rich Gerstenberger, energiz-
ed the Cherry Creek rural line east
of Thompson Falls. In celebration,
the Gable, Arnold, Grant, Saint fami-
lies and Gus Garrison all met at the
Sorenson home for a watch party.

Sonic of these families have lived
within three miles of the Montana
Power house, but have been using
gas and kerosene lamps until now.
The power house was built in 1916.
FORTY YEARS AGO, JAN. 5, 1938

Wilbur Coleman, old pioneer died
Monday at the Ige of 66. He followed
farming and forestry in this vicinity
for fifty years. Coleman lived on the
Andy Meters place until last fall,
when he moved to a place of his own
in town. He was taken to McKeel
Hospital (where Leonard Amundson
lives now) New Years eve, where he
died.

Ile married Ethel Clark in 1905.
They had four children, Edna. Louise
(Mrs. Ernest Iljerke). Theresa and
Wilbur Clark Coleman. All survive

him Out Edna who was drowned
when she was 15.
Two sisters also survive, Mrs.

Dudley Angst (Ruth Ilartman's
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mother) and Mrs. Addie Weber of
Thompson Falls and a brother, Len,
of Seattle.

Demersville, once a boom town of
2,500 in the Flathead Valley is
scarcely more than a name today. In
the still fields that once saw Indians
on the warpath, horsemen riding into
saloons, hot battles between drunk-
en men, frontier romances and fron-
tier noblesse, crickets chirp and
larks sing today.
The town was named for T. J. De-

niers, a French-Canadian who in 1885
built a big trading post and store on
the river, of hewed logs. This was
31/2 miles below what is now Kali-
spell. Although many people were al-
ready there, it was when the Great
Northern Railroad was ready to
build its road through Kalispell
townsite (plotted in 1891), that the
boom arrived at Demersville. Sup-
plies came up the river for the rail-
road as did passengers seeking for-
tunes.
The first boat to come up the river

was the U.S. Grant, with Fred Lin-
gren as captain. Following were the
Pocohontas, Tom Carter, Crescent
and the State of Montana. The boats
were replaced by the railroad, thus
ending the boom and the destiny of
Demersville was to be absorbed by
Kalispell.

Bad Rock Saloon, Tom Stanton's
stable, Whipps Bank, Missoula Mer-
cantile Co., Hotel, Cliff House and
Red Light Saloon added to the flavor
of the town.
Frank Miles was the deputized

United States Marshall and his star
was gold with rubies, emeralds and
diamonds.
FIFTY-THREE YEARS AGO,
JAN.1,1925

Ice harvesting is on in full force, in
town and is considered the best that
has ever been harvested here. It is
12 inches thick and is crystal clear.
Everyone that has any room to store
it, is on the job and filling up as fast
as possible.

Peter Miller, father of John W.
Miller, county commissioner, died at
the age of 97 years and four months.
At the time of death he was the old-
est man in Sanders County and per
haps the oldest in the state. He lived
far beyond the allotted span of life
and was always active until last year.

Ile was born in Ireland in 1827 and
came to the United States in 1848.

He had a loving disposition and
was loved by all who knew him.
Of his two marriages he had five

children. Four survive.

Ledger Lines
by K A E

A detour is the longest and rough-
est way between two points.

••••t.

Wrestling fans often enjoy two
performances--one by the wrestlers
on the mat and the other by excited
fans in the stands. One parent who
gets excited at the Blue Hawk wrest-
ling matches is Bridgitte Davis. Pam
DeWitt also demonstrates her emo-
tions in the stands during a tight
match.
Mrs. Davis has a son on the wrest-

ling team; Pam's husband, Rich, is
assistant coach of the undefeated
Blue Hawk squad.

When Gary Gunderson's younger
son, Doug, was asked Christmas day
what his father got for Christmas,
Doug's reply was: "He got a new
diet. He can eat all the fruit he
wants; he just isn't allowed to chew."

It's unlawful to park more than 18
inches from the curb, we've been ad-
vised by a local deputy sheriff. Dur-
ing the current, snow-packed street
conditions, we're not sure the sher-
iffs office intends to enforce that
edict, but are inclined to think our
warning was a friendly reminder not
to use the term "Cuddles" when re-
ferring to one law officer.
Our spologies to the deputy. We

only used that term because another
officer told us to do so.

Magilla Bill Williams has nething
but good words to say about the
sheriff's force. It was a year ago that
Williams hitchhiked into the county
to visit a friend, Chris Gausnell. His
hitchhiking started after his car
broke down in Oregon.

Letter to editor

Arriving at Paradise, he was Lold
and hungry. A man in a bar there
told him that if he could get to Plains,
the Plains chief of police, Clint Spind-
ler, would find a way to get him to
Thompson Falls. At Plains, Spindler
did just that. He radioed Thompson
Falls City Marshall harry Petersen
and Deputy Sheriff Jim Cross to
meet him half way with Williams.
Then, Magilla Bill said, the two de-

puties drove him to his friend's home
on Cherry Creek and loaned him a
flashlight to find his way to the
house. They said they'd wait until he
found someone at home, so he could
keep warm.
"Since that time, lye been treated

with extreme courtesy at all times
by Sanders County officers. I intend
to stay here permanently and I want
people to know that I think we have
some mighty fine officers," declared
Williams.

It seems rather odd that the Mis-
soula news media can make such a
fuss over the loss of 19 faculty mem-
bers from the University of Mon-
tana, but showed almost no concern
when 100 jobs were lost by the clos-
ure of the Diehl Lumber Co. mill at
Plains.
Perhaps it's the modern trend.

As one watches the half-time
shows of all the bowl games this
week end, we think it would be nice
if Montana's No. 1 music school--the
University of Montana--had a march-
ing band to entertain crowds at foot-
ball games, parades and other occas-
ions.
For several years now, the U. of

M. has not had a marching band.
Perhaps, it's little things like this

that contribute to the U. of M.'s pub-
lic image and its public financing pro-
blems.

Society not 'sick'

Editor:
Sorry, but I don't like to be mis-

quoted. It is true that Lela Hilde-
brant took the quote from my letter
stating: "I don't see how a woman
can be penetrated if she doesn't co-
operate. You can't thread a moving
needles."

I would, however, like to refresh
her memory as well as anyone else's
who doesn't remember the text of
my letter. At that point in my discus-
sion, I had indicted police treatment
of rape sictims. The statement that
immediately preceded the above
quote was: "Three years ago in Chic-
ago, an insensitive police officer stat-
ed: "Can't thread moving needle—. It
was followed by my own statement:
"1 doubt very much that this officer
would dare to make the same state-
ment today."
To answer Hildebrant's other

questions: Yes, it has occurred to me

Hospital nurses to instruct

series of pre-natal classes
Linda Sund and Shauni Taylor,

RNs of the Clark Fork Valley Hospi
tal staff, will begin a series of prena-
tal classes in Thompson F'alls Tues-

day, Jan. 2 from 7 to 10 p.m. in the
high school. The series will include,
"Lamaze Technique of Prepared
Childbirth;" "Family Planning" and
"Post Partum Care." Also to be in-
cluded will be a session on "Caesar-
ian Experience."
The, final session will conclude at

the Clark Fork Vsliey Hospital with
a tour to include the labor and deliv-
ery rooms, and introduction to the
fetal monitor.
Prepared childbirth will be taught

and practised at every session.
Those attending should bring a blan-
ket and pillow each session. "All per-
sons interested are welcome," Sund

and Taylor emphasized. "We wel-

come couples, wives who must at-

tend alone due to husband's working

hours, unwed mothers-to-be or even
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fathers tobe when their wives are
working temporarily."
The Lamaze method encourages

the partner system. Both partners
learn the technique so the coach has

an active part in the birth. The coach

can be the father or a close relative.

If there are any questions, Sund
can be reached at 827-3327 or Taylor

can be reached at 87-3855.

that women are forced in the manner
suggekted. That has occurred to me
as well as a number of other points
which, follow: Yes, 1 too watch "60
Minutes" in fact, religiously every
Sunday evening. Yes, I did see the
Rock Springs, Wyo. segment. You
are correct, this is just a sample of
what lei going on in our cities but I
disagree with you on your final
count. We are not living in a sick so-
ciety. Actual/1p. I believe the society
is quite well and only some of the
people are sick. Enough said?

/a/Bill Carter
501 First Avenue

Aberdeen, Wa. 98520

Plains C of C

to nominate

PLAINS The Plains-Paradise
Chamber of Commerce met Tuesday
noon. A nominating committee to e-
lect new directors for the ensuing
year was appointed. The committee
includes Don Coe, Alvin Amundson
and Robert Vanderhoff.
Members voted to present the

L&O with a plaque in appreciation of
having had them as business people
of Plains.
The Christmas party for the Plains

OES Chapter was held at the Ma-
sonic Hall Wednesday. Hostesses
were: Beverly Daniels, Gaye Cavil'
and Helen Wraesinski.

When the Eve is over, here's hoping

the happiest New Year ever /Meat you and your

family. Thanks for your patronage!

Empire Builders
Thompson Falls
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A happy New Year...
The approach of a new year always brings hopes for new

things, advancements, improvements and better facilities

and conditions as well as a renewal of the human spirit.

High on anyone's list must be the hope for world peace.

Perhaps 1978 may see the realization of peace in the Mid-

dle East and better conditions in Africa and Ind° China for

the oppressed there.

Here at home, we hope progress can be made toward

finding a common ground on which both industry and en-

vironmentalists can share amiably. It won't be what either

extreme wants, but hopefully there can be a realistic

meeting of the minds by steadier heads on both sides.

In Sanders County, the start towards a new jail is desir-

able. Needed is one that is more escape-proof than the

present old structure and one that provides greater safety

from fire danger, and a facility which will permit

segregating adequately the young and old, the hardened

from the first-timers and men and women.

A revival of Boy Scouts in Thompson Falls should receive

high priority. What is needed is leadership from an adult

who has both the time and interest to provide growing

boys with the invaluable experience that scouting offers.

We look forward to completion of the new swimming pool

and recreation complex. Along that same line, installation

of running water and modern toilet facilities at the

Thompson Falls State Park would be a welcome improve-

ment.
A successful completion of the fund drive for the

Thompson Falls Ambulance is needed to show community

support for the hard working EMTs.

Help is needed to keep the Community Ambulance

operating in the Noxon-Trout Creek and Heron areas also.

For the cities of Hot Springs and Plains we'd like to see a

successful solution to their sewer and water problems.

The same goes for Thompson Falls.

The year 1978 appears to be one in which work toward

completion of the Thompson Pass Short-Cut will start.

And of course, may the new year be one filled with health

and prosperity and joy for everyone.

Holiday guests

Christmas guests of Dr. and Mrs.
C. E. Rosdahl were their son and
daughter-in-law, M&M Nils Rosdahl
and daughter, Cory of Seattle; son-
in-law and daughter, M&M David
Dickman of Missoula and M&M An-

dy Stark and two daughters of Kent,
Wn. The guests arrived Friday.
M&M Nils Rosdahl and daughter and
M&M Andy Stark also went to Poi-
son to visit M&M Max Stark and
family, parents of Mary Rosdahl and
Andy.
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HOLIDAY CLOSING

NOTICE
Monday, January 2, 1978
The following firms will observe

the Holidays by remaining closed
Monday, Jan. 2, 1978.

We urge you to anticipate your

needs in advance for the Holiday

and do your shopping early.

Ledger
Skogmo

Talk of the Town
Gambles

Motor Parts Co.
First State Bank of Montana

Millar's Repair
Ron's Husky Service

I & E Food City
Heater & Heater
C & C Supply

Thompson Falls Drug
Thompson Falls Tire Co.
Stobies Shopping Center

Thompson Falls and Trout Creek

Westland Chevrolet, Inc.
Sears

Authorized Catalog Sales Merchant
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