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Who Was First Person to Suggest Creation
of Public Playground At Yellowstone Park?
N. P. Langford, Member of Washburn
Party Which Explored Park in 1870,
Insisted Cornelius Hedges of Montana
First to Advocate Wonderland Park.
Who first suggested the segrega-

tion of that popular national play-
groand now known all over the world
as Yellowstone National park?
N. P. Langford, who was a member of

the Washburn party which explored
the park in 1870, insisted that the late
Cornelius Hedges, of Montana, who was
also a member of the Washburn party,
was the -first man to publicly suggest
the national park plan, and this state-
ment appears to have been so gener-
ally accepted by the government that
at the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion of the formation of the park in
June, 1922, the two sons of Mr. Hedges
were aelected to raise the flag upon
She pole erected at the site of the
Washburn party's camp.
Dr. F. V. Hayden, who while in

charge of the United States geological
survey explored and surveyed the park
in 1871 and 1872, made the claim in
later years that the idea of setting
apart this large tract as a national
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park originated with himself, but it
was later said by a man who was a
member of the Hayden party that
while the idea was advocated by some
of the men of the party, Dr. Hayden
did not take kindly to it and did not
believe in it.
In putting up the argument that

Cornelius Hedges was the first to ad-
vocate the setting apart of this won-
derland as a national reserve, Mr.
Langford said:
"Cornelius Hedges wrote the first ar-

ticles ever published, urging withdraw-
al of this region from private occupancy
and dedicating it to the public as a
park. I distinctly recall the place and
occasion when he first broached the
subject to the members of our party.
We were seated around the campfire,
and one of our number suggested that
a quarter-section of land opposite the
Great Palls of the Yellowstone would
be a source of profit to its owner. An-
other member of the party said he
thought that the Upper Geyser Basin
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would furnish greater attractions for
pleasure-seekers. Mr. Hedges then said
there ought to be no private owner-
ship-of any portion of that region, but
that the whole of it ought to tie set
apart as a great national park.
"The suggestion met with a quick

and favorable response from all the
members of the party, and, to quote
from a letter from Mr. Hedges, "the
idea met favor with all, and from that
time we never lost sight of it.'
"On my return, Mr. Hedges advocated

the project in the public press. I have
now in my possession a copy of the
Helena Record of Nov. 9, 1870, contain-
ing a letter of Mr. Hedges, in which
he advocated the scheme. In my lec-
tures delivered in Washington and New
York, in January, 1871, I directed at-
tention to Mr. Hedges' suggestions, and
urged the passage by congress of an
act setting apart that region as a public
park. All this was several months prior
to any government exploration."

It was in August, 1870, that the
Washburn party entered the park from
Montana. Among others the party con-
sisted of H. D. Washburn, surveyor-
general of Montana, N. P. Langford,
T. C. Everts, Samuel T. Hauser, and
many other prominent citizens of Mon-
tana. The party was accompanied by
Lieut. G. C. Doane at the head of a
small escort of cavalry, and spent more
than a month exploring the region.
In November, 1870, Langford went

east to lecture upon the subject. On
the evening of Jan. 19, 1871, he de-
livered a lecture in Washington, D. C.,
and on the evening of January 21, at
Cooper Institute, New York city. At
his Washington lecture Speaker James
G. Blaine presided and Dr. F. V. Hay-
den was one of the audience. In each
of these lectures Langford advocated
the setting aside of the region as a
national park, and his lecture undatibt-
ecUy was a potent factor in Hayden's
change of plan. At any rate the idea
was thus publicly promulgated several
months before Dr. Hayden started west.
The late David E. Folsom, of Mon-

tana, who with C. W. Cook, traversed
the park region in 1869, Is said to have
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privately suggested the park idea to
General Washburn prior to the start of
his expedition in 1870, a fact which
was related to Mr. Langford by Gen-
eral Washburn at the time of the dis-
cussion near the Lower Geyser basin.

William H. Clagett was elected a
delegate to congress from Montana
Territory in 1871. Mr. Clagett stated
that in the autumn of 1870 or the
spring of 1871, two men, Norton and
Brown, proposed fencing in a tract of
land that should include the principal
geysers. Clagett remonstrated with
them, and insisted that such a region
as this was reported to be by the
Washburn party should be made into
a national park, and no private owner-
ship be a.11owed. After Clagett's elec-
tion to congress, Langford, Hedges and
himself consulted, and agreed to make
every effort to establish the park at
once.
Clagett drew the bill to establish the

park, necessary description of the
boundaries being furnished him by
Doctor Hayden. He introduced it in
the house and then hurried to the sen-
ate chamber and handed a copy of it
to Senator Pomeroy of Kansas. who
immediately introduced it in the sen-
ate. The latter body passed the bill
first.
Langford and Hayden worked hard

for the scheme, and Clagett, Pomeroy,
Ben Wade, Dunne11 and Dawes in con-
gress, actively pushed it. and Speaker
Blaine's influence was strongly in favor
of it. The measure passed both houses
with practically no opposition.
Although it was not until 1859 or

1870 that the value of the region as a
national playground appears to have
been impressed upon the minds of any
of those familiar with it, the wonders
of the park had been known to moun-
taineers from Colter's day, in 1810, on
down. Even as far back as Aug. 13, 1842,
The Wasp, a Mormon newspaper pub-

The Grand Canyon and Lower Falls or the Yellowstone In Yellowstone National Park.
Tido yearSi visitors expected to break all pros Was reeords at the wonderland playground.

First Court Trial
in State Resulted

in Mad Scramble
The first trial ever conducted in a

legally authorized court within the
confines of the present state of Mon-
tana took place early in 1862 at
Hell's Gate, in Missoula county, then
a part of the Territory of Washing-
ton, before Justice of the Peace Henry
"Bishop" Brooks. Besides being the
first trial of its kind within this ter-
ritory it was made memorable from
the fact that while it was in Prog-
ress the participants, court. Jury,
lawyers, witnesses and spectators be-
came involved in a rough-and-tumble
fist fight.
The presiding Justice had been a

resident of that section since the fall
of 1855 when, in company with L. R.
MaiIlet he came into the Bitter Root
valley with Neil McArthur, a retired
Hudson's Bay trader who brought in
a bunch of horses and cattle and lo-
cated for stock raising InaPoses at
Cantonment Stevens, at the mouth of
Willow creek, where Lieutenant Mul-
len had established winter headquar-
ters in 1853 and where he had erected
four log buildings.
Dec. 14, 1880, a bill creating the

county of Missoula was passed by the
legislative assembly of the Territory
of Washington, the county being at-
tached to Spokane county for judicial
and legislative purposes, and the first
election was held in either June or
July, 1861. Polls were opened at Fort
Owen. Jocko agency and Hell's Gate,
the entire vote cast being 74.
At this election Missoula clunry

elected Henry Cloren as probate judge:
John Beadle, treasurer; William T.
Hamilton, sheriff; Frank H. Woody,
auditor; Granville Stuart. C. P. Hig-
gins and H. Van Dorn, county commis-
sioners, and Henry Brooks, justice of
the peace. With the exception of the
county commissioners, auditor and jus-
tice of the peace, none of those elected
qualified for his office and as no busi-
ness was transacted no records were
kept.
On March 5, 1862, the first marriage

of a white couple in Missoula county
was solemnized at Hell's Gate, when
Justice of the Peace Brooks united
George P. White and Mrs. Josephine
Mineinger. Prom that time on Brooks
was generally known as "Bishop."
The first lawsuit or judicial trial

was held before Brooks that same
spring, and the amusing incidents of
that trial are brought out in the per-
sonal reminiscences of P. W. McAdow,
who was then in that section, written
by him at his last home at Punta
Gorda, Fla., in 1908, and presented by
him to the Montana Historical So-
ciety. He relates the affair as follows:
On the first of April, 1862, the chi-

nook winds came sweeping over the
mountains and the snow soon disap-
peared. Steamy Blake and I formed a
partnership and went down to Higgins
and Worden's store on the Hellgate to
Outfit for further explorations on Gold
creek. While there we heard a most
amusing trial over a suit brought by
—11n-cup Joe" against "Baron" O'Keefe
for shooting his horse.
The trial was held In BoItie's saloon,

as that was the only room large enoughfor the purpose. Mr. Brooks was Jus-tice of the peace and Bob PelIcy was
constable. A jury of twelve men, good
and true, was empanelled and the
charge as presented by Frank Woody,attorney for the plaintiff, was ma-
licious destruction of property and
cruelty to animals. The "Baron" de-
fended his own case, denied the chargeof maliciousness and claimed that he
shot the horse in self-defense. Thisanimal would break into his enclosure
and lead in a band of horses that ate
up his hay that he wished to save forhis own stock.
He had notified "Tin-cup Joe" sev-

eral times of the trespassing of the ani-mal but he always received the infor-
mation as if he were well satisfiedwith it.
After the witnesses had given in their

evidence, Attorney Woody arose and
with blazing eyes set forth the terrible
consequences and demoralization that
would follow among the settlers if such
depravity were allowed to go unpun-
ished. The great tide of emigration that
was expected to populate Montana's
beautiful valleys would turn back in
fear of the desperate lawbreakers
whose fame would get abroad

The "Baron's" moment arrived. He
arose with blood in his eye and direct-
ing remarks to the bench, began: -
youSaYjudgoled?"Brooks, who in hell made

His honor explained to the angry
"Baron" that he held his commission
under the governor of the Territory of
Washington, whereupon the fiery
O'Keefe continued:
"You're a fraud. You're no judge,

you're nothing but a squaw-man liv-
ing with two squaws at the present
time. You and Frank Woody are a dis-
grace to the community and should be
driven out. You belong to the same
class as the 'Pea-soup' French who are
populating this part of the country with
half-breeds."
Woody would not stand for this

smirch on his reputation and ne ad-
vanced upon O'Keefe with a chair. In-
stantly a fight was on; jury, witnesses,
judge and bystanders all taking Part.
After a rough and tumble time of it
for some minutes Mr. Bottle managed
to make himself heard and restored or-
der and the trial proceeded.
In giving his charge to the jury the

llidge said:
"Gentlemen, you will quietly proceed

to the shanty behind Higgins and Wor-
den's store, and after carefully exam-
ining the evidence in the case you are

p
orderedlaintiff."to bring in a verdict for the

Thereupon the "Baron" invited the
jury to a sociable drink, but it had
very little effect on the verdict for in
a few minutes they returned to the
saloon with a decision as per the in-
structions of the judge. The defendant
was fined $10 and costs and thus end-
ed the first court trial held in what
is now the state of Montana..
In the historical writings of Frank

H. Woody, who later became one of
the leading lawyers of western Mon-
tana and who was counsel for the
plaintiff in this trial, Mr. Woody states
that "Tincup Joe" was given a verdic.
for $40 damages, which was swelled by
the costs to $90. Woody wrote that
"Baron" O'Keefe endeavored to take
an appeal to the district court but as
that court was located at Colville, 300
miles distant, he concluded to settle
the judgment.
Woody wrote that the case was tried

before a jury of six men and that W.
B. S. Higgins and A. S. Blake were
members of the jury.
Poor "Bishop" Brooks was killed in

1865 in Uncle Ben's gulch, near Black-
foot City. He was killed by a shot
through a glass door, fired by some-
one unknown.

LOAD LIMITS
To preserve the road beds during the Wine

breakup the state highway department has
announced a load limit of 300 pounds per
inch width of tire on U. B. highway No. 10
from St. Regis to the Idaho line and on
highway No. 91 from Boreman to the north
boundary of Yellowstone park

Old Mining Friends
Now in Same Grave
in Butte Cemetery

Refusing to be separated even by
death after a friendship of 40 years, a
single grave here holds the bodies of
John Erickson and Harry Caldwell,
mining "pards" who died five years
apart.
The pair first met in Calumet, Mich..

where they held their jobs in a copper
mine. Twenty years ago Harry Caldwell
came to Butte and John Erickson came
with him.
When, in 1931, Erickson became par-

tially paralyzed as the result of being
struck by a falling rock, Caldwell had
hospital nurses put a cot for him in
his friend's room. He slept there night-
ly until death broke their partnership.
A few days ago Harry Caldwell died

in the county hospital. At Mount Mo-
riah cemetery, where he was buried,
someone noticed that the headstone of
John Erickson stood before an open
grave. The superintendent of the cem-
etery explained: "John was buried in
the grave lot that the Caldwell's had
bought and there was no more room,
so he was buried nine feet deep to make
room for Harry."

DAMAGING FLOOD
AT MARTLNSDALE

STOCK DRIVEN TO HIGH GROUND
AND SEVERAL HOMES

ABANDONED

High water in the Musselshell river
caused by melting snow in the foothills
recently compelled stockmen to move
their herds to the high ridges in the
Martinsdale territory. Three lambing
sheds on the Bair Co. ranch were aban-
doned and the sheep taken to high
ground to escape the Musselshell over-
flow. All the meadows in the Delphine
territory are submerged. Numerous
bridges have been washed out. Mr. and
Mrs. Chris ()mess were driven from
their home by high water. The build-
ings on the Art Parks ranch were
surrounded by water.
The Musselshell river was at its high-

est since 1917. The county telephone
line was in constant operation as ranch-
ers kept their neighbors informed of
approaching danger.

A highway surface made entirely of
metal now being tested in England is
said to prevent skidding.
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MELVIN PURVIS,
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fished at Nauvoo, Ill., before these peo-ple settled in Utah, contained a fine
description of a visit to the geysers
made in 1834 by Warren A. Ferris, then
In the employ of the American Fur Co.


