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Mormons, Ciuil War and '59ers Started Western
Trek That Unearthed Montana's Stores of Gold

By WILLIAM 'WEST
The Mormons of Utah, settling

en the shores of Great Salt lake in
the 1840's, started the great west-
ern hegira which led, eventually,
to the settlement of Montana. The
discovery of rich gold and silver
deposits in the Pike's Peak country
of Colorado in 1858, and the unset-
tlement caused by the Civil war,
continued the westward migration
begun by the Mormons. A few of
the 'Seers remained in Colorado
to help create a state, a few trav-
eled to Nevada to do the same there,
but the majority went roaming in
the mountains, searching for gold
and following trails made years be-
fore by trappers and Indians.
News of gold strikes here and there

drifted through the wilderness and
men flocked to each new bonanza. In
the summer of 1860 gold was found1
In the Clearwater valley, an eastern I
tributary of the Snake river. This '
region was then included in the Ter-
ritory of Washington. By the middle of
summer 5,000 gold seekers were on
hand to get their share of the golden
hoard. As news of the strike spread
farther afield, more rushed into Idaho'
to get their fortune. "The Idaho min-
ers," wrote H. H. Bancroft, "were like I
quicksilver. 'A mass of them dropped
Into any locality, broke up into indi-
vidual globules, and ran off after any
atom of gold in their vicinity."
In the spring of 1862, large numbers

of unemployed miners of Colorado,
hearing of the strikes in Idaho, crossedl
the mountains into the Salmon river
sountry. Upon reaching Fort Lemhi
they learned that the mines of Sal-

SIDNEY EDGERTON
Father of Mrs. Martha E. Plassmann,
Now Living At Great Falls, Who Was
Chief Justice of the Newly Created
Idaho Territory At About the Time
Incidents in This Story Occurred.

mon river were already overrun with
miners from California, Nevada and
Oregon. Even the early gold camps often
had unemployment • problems, and so
the Coloradoans set out in the direc-
tion of what is now the town of Deer
Lodge. Upon reaching Willard's, or
Grasshopper creek, a tributary of the

Uncle Sam Hampton, Friend
of Farmer, Passes to Reward

Samuel John "Uncle Sam" Hampton, picturesque newspaperman of Belgrade.
who passed away a few days ago. "Uncle Sam" was born in Texas, 75 years aga.
He was in the newspaper business in Texas for nearly half a century. and during
that period owned five newspalpers, one a daily. He came to Montana in 191a
and during the World war was connected with the extension department of the
Montana State college at Bozeman, serving as a lecturer. He had a homely way
of talking. with Interjections of humor, that made him very popular with Mon-
tana's farm population, was a Very kindly, happy man and made many friends
in all walks of life. The-high spot of his career was when he ran for congress
in Texas and was defeated bv only a few votes. He acquired the Belgrade
Journal a few years ago, and made that newspaper a champion of the interests
of the farmer.
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Beaverhead river, John White and Wil-
liam Eads found pay dirt. A small
amount of development work proved it
worth looking into, and, as usual, word
of this new find spread far and near.

Grasshopper Creek First Find
The diggings at Grasshopper creek

came to be known As Bannack. The
name was taken from the Bannock
Indians who had roamed this area in
making their seasonal jaurneys from
the headwaters of the Columbia to
those of the Missouri. On Sept. 8, 1862,
a group of gold hunters known as
Woodmansee's Wagon Train and con-
sisting of 10 wagons, reached Bannack
from Salt Lake City. It was at this
time that what was probably the .first
road marker ever erected in Montana
was set up on the river bank at the
confluence of Beaverhead and Rattle-
snake Creek, two miles south of the
present site of Dillon. The.sign was on
a rough hewn board nailed to a post
and painted with axel grease. It read:
rTu grass Hop Per digins 30 myle Kepe

I the trale flex the bluffs." On the op-
posite side of the board was the rol-

1 lowing road information: "'Yu jonni
grants One hunred and twenti rnyle.
The so-called "Grass Hop Per digins"

were what was then the infant town of
Bannack. The present-day site of Deer

1 Lodge is built on "jonni grants" ranch.
! The first winter in Banhack was a
,hard one and many of the new arrivals,
! not having had time to build cabins,
, spent it in their wagons. The first
cabin in the camp was completed Oct.

, 19, .1882, by John Morley. Shortly
thereafter about 20 men of the camp
met at Morley's cabin to organise a
town association. The ilrst white child
born in Bannack was little Jefferson
Davis Burchett, who was born in De-
cember, 1862. The infant was named in
honor of the president of the southern
Confederacy, but when the Civil war
was lost by the Confederacy his name
was changed to Thomas Jefferson.
The fortunes and strife of the Civil

war had their echo far away from the
theater of the war. There was much
community strife between Union and
Confederate sympathizers in Bannack
and in other early-day mining camps
Of the west. In Bannack southerners
and northerners vied with one another
in naming various points, and one

. prominent gulch was named Jeff Davis
Gulch while the main residential part
of the new town was called Yankee
Flat.
Disgruntled Miner Tip; Off Clark
Mail first came into Bannack in the

spring of 1863, when Dr. A. J. Oliver
ran a letter express between the town
and Salt Lake City. His equipment con-
sisted of a single saddle horse and a
pack mule. These were later supplanted

Is

HENRY EDGAR
An Early-Day Citizen of Montana, Who
With Bill Fairweather and Others, Dis-

covered Alder Gulch.

have their day of glory and fade with
the opening of new diggings. Between
Virginia City and Bannack grew the
town which was to become the most
substantial settlement of the Madison-
Beaverhead region. It was Dillon.
During 1878 and 1879 the Utah and

Northern railroad was being built as
rapidly . The
reached Beaver canyon in 1879 and by

! spring the track had been laid as far
! A8 Old Red Rock, near Dell. Construc-
tion of the new road was comparatively
easy, for it was a narrow gauge affair,
well adapted to follow the curves of
the streams along which it wag laid.
The road finally reached the newly-
born town of Dillon And early in De-
cember, 1880, the first through pas-
senger train from Ogden. Utah, reached
the town. This was an occasion of much
rejoicing, for it was the first visible

•

associate with other miners of the
town. He occupied a small cabin on
Yankee Flat and sometimes he would
disappear for a month or more with
his pack of grub, blankets and mining
tools.
One morning in June, 1867, Olafson's

neighbors saw hiin leave with his pros-
pecting kit, traveling south. 'they
thought little of it at the time but later
had reason to remember his going and
the direction he took. In a week he re-
turned. His pack was gone but he car-
ried two large sacks of ore. Striding
into the saloon of the Goodrich hotel,
he laid his sacks down And said, "Boys,
my troubles are over! I've, struck the
mother lode and I have samples to
prove it. I ain't going to file no claims,
though, to give my place away.. You
could never find it anyway."

Cache and Lade Lay Hidden
Most of the company in the saloon

thought the man was drunk but when
he opened his sacks they stared in
Amazement, for he displayed the rich-
est ore that any had ever seen. A rough
assay of the samples estimated them
to run about $12,000 to the ton. Olaf-
son became a figure of importance in
Bannack, for every man wanted to be
his friend, his confidential friend. But
flattery meant nothing to Jim Olafson
and he dropped no hint as to the loca-
tion of his bonanza. Miners followed
his every move and listened at his
door at night to see if he might divulge
the location in his sleep. Those who
had seen him leave told the direction
he had taken and caused a stampede
to the hills to the south, but no one
ever found his claim.
One night something in Jim Olaf-

son's brain
raving maniac, screeching of a mine
where nuggets could be picked out with
a pocket knife. He was sent to an in-
sane asylum where he died several
months later, never revealing his secret.
Since then many men have hunted for
the lode without success and the story
of Jim Olafson's treasure trove has
been told and retold in southwestern
Montana.
Beaverhead county has another

treasure story in the tale of the Price
Canyon treasure. Many searching par-
ties have hunted for this cache of
$40,000 which is said to have been bur-
ied by stage bandits who were pur-
sued, captured and strung up without
revealing the hiding place of. their
loot. '

One of the world's lergest floating
docks was recently completed in Dan-

d to hlink with the great outside world. harbor at Kiel. It is 800 feet long byEvery western state has Its legends 220 feet wide and nas a capacity ofof lost mines and Montana has its
full share. Down in Beaverhead coun- .00,000 tons.

uy a small wagon in which the good 'dm came to Eisnnack in the winter of KALISPELL BUILDING BOOM 'doctor carried a few passengers. Mon- 1866. Whence he came, no one knew. He Building construction in Kalispell fortana's first quartz lode, the Decotah, is described as a large, fierce-looking the last five mouths has exceeded inwas located near Bannack in 1862, man of fifty—a silent man who did not value the construction for any one.. rearalthough early-day miners cared little
for quartz and were mostly on the
lookout for placer properties. Among the
early arrivals in Bannack was a Colo-
radoan named Russel. Not caring for
the climate of Montana after spending
a winter in os wagon at Bannack. this
Russel returned to his old stamping
ground, Central City, Colo. There he.
made glowing reports of the richness of
the Bannack diggings and among those
who heard Russel tell his story was
William Andrews Clark. Clark liked.

; the sound of it and started north in
, the summer of 1883. He was destined;
to find the pot of gold (or, rather, the,
pot of copper) at the end of the traill
and amass one of the greatest fortunes
in American history.
Shortly after Clark's arrival in Ban-

neck, Sidney Edgerton, brilliant law-
yer of Arkon, 0.. arrived to be chief
justice of the newly created Territory,
of Idaho. Edgerton had intended going
on to Lewiston, which was then ter-
ritorial capital, but things were boom-
ing in Bannack And he was persuaded
to, stay there for the winter. Before his
arrival at Bannack, Edgerton had had
a brilliant career in the east. He had
been a congressman and in 1866 was
A member of the convention which
founded the republican party. He had
been a friend of John Brown who made .
the famous raid on Harper's Ferry.:
Upon his appointment to the Idaho of-
fice, Edgerton left for the west ac-
companied by his wife, his two daugh-
ters Pauline and Martha (now him
Martha Plassmann of Great Falls), his
son. Sidney Jr., his nephew, Wilbur
Fisk Sanders„a young man named
Henry Tilden and two or three others.
The party arrived at Bannack by ox
train Sept. 17, 1863.

Edgerton Urges New Territory
There had been agitation for a di-

vision of the new Territory of • Idaho
and Sidney Edgerton was in favor of it.
In the spring of 1884, armed with a
supply of Bannack gold, he went to
Washington to attempt to arrange a
division. He was immediately successful
and the Territory of Montana was cre-
ated by congress on May 26, 1864, just'
a year to the day after Bill Fair-
weather, Henry Edgar and others made
the discovery of famous Alder Gulch.
Sidney Edgerton was appointed gover-
nor of the new territory by Abraham
Lincoln. Bannack became Montana's
first capital because it was the most
Populous town in the territory and be-
cause Governor Edgerton liked it.
The first legislative assembly met in

Bannack at noon, Monday, Dec. 12,
1864. Governor Edgerton called the
meeting to order and announced that
all members must take an oath of al-
legiance to the United States. The dele-
gation from Madison county included
several southerners and these men re-
fused to take the oath. Then it was;
that Governor Edgerton remarked that
only those who took • the oath of al-
legiance to the United States govern-
ment could expect to be paid by the
government. This statement, as one
cohtemporary historian phrased it,
"struck the Madison county delegation
In a very tender spot and with such wry
faces as a patient who takes a distaste-
ful potion, and such contortions as
one would make after overeating tur-
key-buzzard, they swallowed the oath
without reservation or evasion." The
Union had Von its point in Bannack,
at least, although the Civil war was
still in full tilt in the east.
Bannack was soon eclipsed by Vir-

ginia City where miners were taking
fortunes from Alder Gulch, and in
May, 1863, the capital was moved to
that point. Quartz mining continued
for several years at Bannaok, and, al-
though its population has dwindled; it
has never been completely deserted.
But few now live who remember Ban-
nack in its prime. Now and then some
aged person who knew the town in the
'60's visits there and for them each
log And nail of the old buildings has
a story—sometimes humorous, some-
times tragic—to tell.

Virginia City and Bannack were
Children of the frontier, destined to

since 1929, according to records at the
city clerk's office, which show permits
issued from March 6 to July 25 have
a building valuation of 871,780.

You're missing something, mis-
ter, if you haven't tried Crab
Orchard. This 93 proof Kentucld,
straight bourbon has a flavor
that only Top-Run distilling can
give to whiskey. It costs us more
to make whiskey that way—but
that extra won't be in the price
you pay.
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AND HOW DO YOU
THROW A CURVE .
DIZZY?

WELL, YOU Grno THEGALL LIKE T1415 ---
SEE? AND THEN-

LOOK! THERE THEY
Now! GIVE HER MORE r
GAS, LARRY THEY'RE 1
GETTING AWAY!

GOT HER
UP TO THE
LAST NOTCH

NOvv I
WE'LL
NEVER
CATCH
THEM

GEE DIZZY. YOU.
OUGHT TO GET A
MEDAL FOR YOUR
FAST TN! NeING ,

  YOU GOY TO THINK
FAST, DUG, TO STAY IN THE BIG LEAGUE.
AND TO THINK FAST, YOU GOT TO HAVE
ENERGY. 'CAUSE ENERGY KEEPS YOU
WIDE AWAKE a.

MAYBE OLD
Oil CAN :
STOP 'EM
FOR YOU :

takes a 6oat ride!
COME ON, FELLOWS. LET'S
'GET G0IN1 THEY'VE SIGHTED
THOSE RIVER PIRATES OVER
AT wmAag 19 !

HOW 'sour I Ii
TAKINs A
BOAT RI DE, DIZZY?
YOU LIKE SPEED

, •.: A ......i
.liICAN I GO i

TOO, JERRY?
PLEASE 
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WHAT HIT JOE
HE'S OUT LIKE

A LIGHT!
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IT CAN BE 4-4AD, SON, AND
ONE WAY TO* GET IT IS
TO EAT G000, NOURISHING
O000 LIKE GRAPE-NUTS.
I'VE BEEN EATING IT NOW
FOR I I YEARS --- AND IT sa
CAN'T DE BEAT

BOYS ! GIRLS! Join Dizzy Dean Winners! Get Valuable Prizes FREE!,
Just send one top from a full-size yellow and blue
Grape-Nuts package, with your name and address, to
Grape-Nuts, Battle Creek, Mich., for new member-
ship pin and certificate and illustrated catalog of 49
nifty free prizes. You'll like crisp, delicious Grape-
Nuts- it has a winning flavos all its
own. Economical to serve, too, for two
tablespoonfuls, with whole milk or
cream and fruit, provide more varied
nourishment than many a hearty meal.
(Offer expires Dec. 31, 1936. Good
only in the U.S.A.)

A Post Cereal —Mode hy G•n•rol foods

lat• Horne Ono cereal In a neer package!

Dizzy Dosat Winners Masaborship Fin. New 1936
design. two-(oned solid bronze with red letter-ing. Free for I Grape-Nuts package top.
Puy Dean Meiners hug. You'll be
proud of this heavy 24-carat gold.
finish ring. Fits any finger. Free
for 3 Grape-Nuts package tor,.

DIZZY DEAN, e o GRAPE-NUTS. Rattle Creek, Mich.
I erscicest Crrape-Nuts package tom for which

sendr letter.)e.) trh. 
item(s) checked below. (Pot correct rootage on

y ou . 

DDizzy Dean Winners Ring (send 3 packageittopaNI.A . 8-15-34
LT! Membership Pin (send 1 package top).
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