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Comstock, Who Opened Up Nevada's Bonanza
Lode, Lies in Cemetery at Bozeman, A Suicide
T

liE MINERAL wealth of the old
west made many a man rice
overnight. The ragged prod-
peeler of one day became the
millionaire of the next in ('ount-

keel instances. Times without number
the fortunes thus accumulated dwin-

dled away little by little. Almost as

many times they were swept away over

night.
Sometimes the victims of such cir-

ciunstances laughed, shouldered their

picks and went into the hills again in

search of another stake, quite content,
apparently, to have had their fling, and

convinced that they had gotten their
money's worth while it lasted. At other

times it made of them broken men,

despondent, pessimists who believed

they had been robbed,
Many of them went to a suicide's

grise e.
But few indeed, who. finally becom-

ing so desperate they decided to end
their own lives, hunted a hole already
dug in the ground that might serve the
purpose of a grave, if those who found
their bodies were minded to lust shovel
in the dirt.
• One who did, was H. P. T. Comstock,
discoverer of the famous Comstock
lode in Nevada. Comstock shot himself
in Bozeman, in the fall of 1870. Before
doing so he jumped into a hole three
or four feet deep which had been dug
by workmen who used the dirt to cover
the roof on a newly constructed log
Jail close by. He had not a cent in his
Pockets. His body lies in the Bozeman
cemetery in a grave marked by a mar-
ble tablet placed there by the late Nel-
son Story. Close by is the grave of John
Bozeman, who laid out the famous
"Bozeman trail," and who sleeps be-
neath A marble monument erected to
his memory also by Nelson Story.

Adopted Son and Daughter
of Old West Observe 57th
Anniversary in Montana

Fifty-seven years of married life, all

of which have been spent out 
where

the west begins, was celebrated 
recently

by Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. 
Kunz, Butte.

Their golden wedding annivers,ary wa
s

a social event of note seven 
years ago.

At that time they rented 
Scandia hall

and invited in scores of friends 
to join

them in the half-century 
matrimonial

milepost.
Mr. and Mrs. Kunz were mar

ried at

St. Louis in 1880. Their parents 
were

German Immigrants who settled 
in

Missouri and Illinois before the Civi
l

war. Mrs. Kunz doesn't remember 
much

about the war but does recall 
very

clearly how she found 40 cents wort
h

of Lincoln's greenbacks and ran 
home

to her mother, shouting "I'm rich."

Start for Helena
Three years after their marriage Mr.

Kunz started for Helena. It wes known

then as Last Chance gulch. He came

west in company with Jacob Opp,

founder of the present Opp, ez Conrad

funeral home in Helena.
Mr. Kunz found employment with a

wholesale liquor house owned by I.

Marks. Last Chance gulch was a mar-

big camp. Tom Cruse was making his
millions. The Vigilantes were still op-
erating. Prices were high and gold dust

was king. The pioneers helped one an-

other and every man's word was his

bond. There were no notes or I. 0. U's.

No one ever locked his door.
Mrs. Kunz followed her husband to

Helena in the Autumn of that year-
1883. Neither she nor her husband had

to ride the stage coaches, however, at

the Northern Pacific was then running
trains as far as Helena. The golden

spike was driven that lall near Deer
Lodge.

A Terrible Mess
"My husband wrote me from Helena

that unless I conic out he was coming
back to St. Louis," said Mrs. Kunz."
decided to go west. But when I got to
Helena I found things in a terrible
mess. It was hard to get a place in
which to live, so we roomed here and
there for some time. In the meantime
my husband had got acquainted with A
mining man. He happened to mention
to him one day that he would like to
have a home of his own. We already
had a lot but no money to start build-
ing. The mining man promptly offered
to lend my hushend the money. We
borrowed $1,750 from him and didn't
even give him a note. We built a nice
little brick house next door to the home
of Tommie Cruse, who was then a mil-
lionaire."
Mrs. Kunz was amazed at the prices

she had to pay for toodstuffs. Flour
and sugar was $100 a sack and kero-
sene was $1.25 a gallon. Bananas were
$1 a dozen. About that time she met
Mrs. Horsky, mother of the present
Helena family of that name. "Oh, I
don't think prices are so bad," remarked
Mrs. Horsky. "You should have been
here 10 years ago when everything had
to be brought in by overland freight."

Move to Utah
Mr. and Mrs. Kunz lived several

years at Helena and then moved to
Ogden, Utah. They stayed there only
a short time when they moved back
to St. Louis. But the lure of the west
had done its work and they came back,
locating in Butte. They Arrived here
April 27, 1898, and have been continu-
ous residents since. Mr. Kunz worked
at thhe old California brewery, and
later at the Board of TrAde. He was
president of the Bartenders' union, an
organization of some 290 members.
Mr. Kunz is now 78 years old. Except

for rheumatism in his legs he is in ex-
cellent health. But the rheumatism
forces him to get about on crutches.
Both he and his wife are well satisfied
with life and cheerful. Asked what
changes he would make if he had his
life to live over again he shot back
"Not a thine! Not a thing!"

The Greenbacks
The remark of Mrs. Kunz about find-

ing 40 cents in greenbacks started the
conversation in that direction. She
said the paper money was issued to
finance the war but the people were
afraid of its value, particularly if the
north should lose. Accordingly the far-

Married 57 Years

MR.. AND MRS. FRED KUNZ
Feb. 3, 1880, was the day this happy
couple joined hands and hearts at
St. Louis. Vieth the exception of a
few years they have spent their lives
since then in Montana, 39 years of

which were spent in Butte,

mers put all their money into building
homes, she said. Her father was in the
lime business and had a wonderful
trade. His name was Meinhart.
Mr. and Mrs. Kunz are the parents

of two sons, Roy of Butte and Dr.
Charles E. Kunz of Medford, Ore. Both
are married.

Kansas spent $28,500,000 for opera-
tion of Its state schools in 1935.

GET YOURSELF A LOAD OF
SUMMER

Call Your BUCKING BRONCO ROUNDUP COAL

DEALER and he will send it right over, BUCKING
BRONCO COAL will flood your whole house with
SUMMER warmth. When winter does its worst,

BUCKING BRONCO does its best. It's GOOD coal for
BAD weather.

GET YOURSELF A LOAD OF
SUMMER

The Roundup Coal Mining Co.
Roundup, Montana

Comstock drifted to Butte early in

1870, after going broke in Nevada. He

hoped to strike it rich again. There are

few records of his activities in this

state. In a letter which he wrote to the

St. Louis Republic from Butte in 1870

and which was published in that news-
paper, Comstock said:
"The quartz in Montana is very

rich. There is a greater variety of min-
erals here than in any country I have
explored. There are tin mines here. I
discovered them myself. And there are
alabaster mines here."
Passages in the letter would seem to

Indicate that Comstock's mental facul-
ties were wavering at the time and also
disclosed to some extent his eccentric-
ities, In the letter he made the claim
that he had discovered the Ophir mine,
the first paying property developed on
the Comstock lode in Nevada, and that
he had been wronged in many of his
mining deals.
Regarding his career, Comstock

wrote:
"I ,am a regular mountaineer. I have

been in the wilderness since a child;
was bound out to the American Fur
Co., was, in the Black Hawk war,
trapped all over Canada, Michigan and
Indiana, but the Rocky mountains have
been my home. I was born in Canada
and am now nearly 50 years of age."

Showed Way to the Bonanza
Comstock was among the first of the

men whose crude mining operations in
Nevada prepared the way for those, who
later reaped fabulous fortunes from the
harren hills of that state, and brought
to light the hidden wealth of the bon-
anzas of the region. He was the fore-
runner of the Mackeys, the Sharons,
the Fairs, the Floods, the O'Briens and
the others who harvested from the seed
he had sown.
During the fifties of the last century,

Comstock was a wandering, visionary
prospector in Nevada's first mining
camps. He was known to the miners o
the various camps in which he had
worked and lived, as "Old Pancake," be-
cause he was never known to bake
bread as the others did. but always ate
riajacks instead. He said that he was
too busy to fool away his time in mak-
ing and baking bread.
In the spring of 1859. Comstock was

among a number of miners who estab-
lished a camp at what was known as
Gold Hill, Nev., where they staked
claims and started work prospecting.
The results for a time were discourag-
ing. Finally two of them, Pete O'Reley
and Pat McLaughlin. just as they were
getting ready to quit their claim and
leave the camp in search of more prom-
ising ground, struck a lead which letter
on came to be known as the Orshir
mine, a lead of decomposed quartz,
rich in gold.
The day on which they made their

strike. Comstock had left his camp net
far from them, and gone over the
mountain looking for his mustang,
which had strayed averse Pe found the
animal and just after OTteley and Mc-
Laughlin had made their strike, he
came riding ins to them.
He examined the rock they had taken

from the prospect hole, and then told
them they were working upon ground
which belonged to him. .

Possibly Bluffed His Rights
It has been claimed many times that

Comstock's assertion to ownership of
the ground was a bluff. It developed,
however, that he obtained certain water
rights in that vicinity. Titles were not
very clear in Nevada in those days and
everyone was anxious to avoid trouble
that might arise from disputes over
them.
At any rate. Comstock's bluff worked.

and McLaughlin evidently did
not realize as well as Comstock did.
the value of their find, and this is
amply demonstrated by the ridiculous-
ly low prices for which they sold out.
The property was far more valuable
than even Comstock anticipated.
The three men agreed upon a com-

promise by which O'Riley and Mc-
Laughlin added the names of Com-
stock and a friend and partner of his.
Penrod. to the location notice. Then
Comstock demanded an Additional 100
feet of ground for his water right. This
also, he was given. That 100 feet was
afterwards known as the Mexican mine.
and yielded millions.
Comstock took charge and as soon

as the four men had made And record-
ed all the locations they wanted. they
-rave the news of their strike to the
world.

Nevada Rush Never Equaled
The first Nevada rush started with

that and was followed by the bonanza
0,ays of Nevada mining. History records
nothing to equal it. Speculation in the
stock of so-called "bonanza" proper-
ties was wild beyond belief. By 1874 the
aggregate value of the mines in the
Virginia City and Gold Hill districts
whose shares were quoted on the San
Francisco stock exchange, was $175,-
147.200.
The list included the Consolidated

Virginia, whose stock was quoted at
$54,000,000; the Belcher, V5,720,000; the
Ophir, $18,000,000; the Mexican, $3,456.-
000; the California. $3,000,000; the
Crown Point, $5,200,000, and many
Others.
At that time the ()phis had already

yielded $20,000,000; the Savage $15,750.-
000; the Gould ez Curry, $15,550,000:
the Belcher, $25,000.000, and the returns
to the stockholders had been stagger-

intut the discoverers of the property
had passed out of the picture long be-
fore that time.

Partners Sold Out for Song
McLaughlin had been the first of

them to sell. In September, 1859, before
the mine had been fairly started, he
disposed of his one-sixth interest for
$3,500. What sum Comstock received
for his share in the Ophir is not def-
initely known, but it is supposed to
have been $10,000 or $12,000. He, too,
sold during the year 1859. O'Riley hung
onto his interest longer than any of
the original locators and eventually
realized 840,000 for his share And an
additional sum from back dividends.
Comstock, after selling out, embarked

in the mercantile business at Carson
City, with branch establishments in
several other camps. He was unfitted
for business. He was generous to a feult
with his money and onyone who asked
for it was given credit in almost any
amount. The result was that before
long he was left with a burden of
hopeless accounts. He went broke.
A short time before Comstock dis-

posed of his interests at Virginia City,
a stranger arrived in the camp, a mar-
ried man named Carter, accompanied
by his wife. To this woman Comstock
paid industrious court. One day the
two went to Washoe valley and get
married, despite the fact that the wom-
an already had one husband. At least
it was supposed that the other man

Was her husband, and Comstock evi-
dently recognized his claim, for in or-
der to avoid trouble with the man, he
gave him a horse, a revolver and $60.
The woman, however, soon left Corn-

stock and ran away with another fel-
low. Comstock offered $100 reward for
her return and paid the money to a
man who found her and brought her

thought should have been his, then
turned his back upon that country.
He became convinced that he had

been wronged by designing men and
always maintained that he had rights
and titles And claims and interests and
agreements which he could not main-
tain because of lack of written proof.
It was in that frame of mind ,that he

back. Comstock managed to keep his came to Montana and lived for ,a time

wife one winter, but the next spring
She again ran away with another man
and he never got her back.

Failed in Business
After his failure in business, Com-

stock turned to prospecting and spent
years engaged in the work, but never
struck It rich again. lie remained in
Nevada long enough to see men roll-
ing in the millions which he always

Butte Postoffice Soon to
Celebrate 69th Birthday

On July 20, 1937, the Butte postoffice
will celebrate its 69th birthday. It was
established July 20, 1868, under the
name of the "Butte city postoffice of
Deer Lodge county." It was changed to
"Butte City, Silver Bow county," on
Feb. 12, 1883. It was again changed
to "Butte" the "city" was dropped—
on Feb. 27, 1894.
A chronological record of the Butte

postoffice, prepared by Frank X. Mona-
ghan, shows: Anson Ford, the first
postmaster, served from July 20, 1868, to
Jan. 16, 1889, when he was succeeded
by F. Egbert Smith who served from
that date until Feb. 12, 1883, a .period
of 14 years—the longest period ever
served by A Butte postmaster.
Smith was succeeded by Patrick Tal-

lent, who served until Feb. 2e, 1887.
John G. Evans was next appointed. His
was the shortest term in the history
of the postoffice. It extended from Feb.
22, 1887. to Nov. 19, 1889. Mess's. Ford,
Smith, Talent and Evans were followed
by James If. Lynch, George W. Irvin,
Malcolm Gillis, Phil B. C. Goodwin,
Richard Brimacombe, John M. Evans
Jr., and Frank X. Monaghan. The dates
of their appointments are given as
follows:
James H. Lynch, Feb. 27, 1894.
George W. Irvin, Feb. 8, 1898.
Malcolm Gillis, May 28, 1907.
Philip B. C. Goodwin, Jan, 4, 1916
Richard Brimacombe( acting) Oct. 1

1922.
Richard Brimacombe, Dec. 19. 1924.
John M. Evans Jr., Nov. 20, 1929.
Frank 

19 
X. Monaghan (acting) Nov. 30,

33.
Frank X. Monaghan, May 1, 1934.

Engines of the foremost British
planes are cooled with liquid, while
most American aircraft engines are
air reeled.

utte. Just how long he remaine
there and where he lived and worked
is uncertain.

Broke and Afoot
From there, however, it is known

that he went to Wyoming, for it was at
Miner's Delight on the Sweetwater in
Wyoming that he and three other men
joined the remnants of the Big Horn
expedition which was on its w,sy back
to Montana. Comstock, who had been
working in a quartz mine, had no horse
and had to walk with the main body of
the expedition.
Mounted members of the NAY

ranged far and wide over the country,
hunting and fishing.
One day Comstock's three partners

said they were going to ride on ahead
of the party and do some fishing. Be-
fore they reached the stream they had
in mind, a band of Sioux Indians way-
laid and killed them. Comstock con-
tinued on with the party until it ar-
rived At Bowman. There he quit, and
with August Gottschalk, Peter Bar-
bite, Nelson Yarnell, Schuyler Wheeler
and a man named Smith, started keep-
Mg bachelor's hall in a cabin in a sec-
tion that later became Bozeman's
Chinatown.
Once or twice Comstock started for

other points in the state, but each
time tuurned back to Bozeman before
he got very far on his way.

Picks Hole for Grave
One morning he stepped out of the

log cabin where he and his friends
were living, walked to the hole in the
ground from which dirt had been taken
to cover the roof of the newly built
jail, got in it and blew out his brains.
Judge A. D. McPherson, who was

welking down the street a short dis-
tance away, heard the shot and looked
around to see Comstock fall into the
hole which was about three feet deep.
He had been standing up when he shot
himself.
The Judge and one of the men from

Comstock's cabin ran to the dying'
men. He was buried by the county.
During the latter veers of his life,

Comstock would hardly speak to any-
one except to discuss mines and min-
ing, and in such conversations his own
fancied wrongs and grievances were
the principal subject. Even with the
companions with whom he traveled into
Eozemen, then a little settlement of
about 40 reigns, he Ives taciturn end
reticent unleee opportunity Emcee for
dIreMtainn of his favorite intbieet.
Thus parsed in poverty and ebscer-

itv. a Man avbree Tftrrii0

throughout the civilized world at one
time. and who by opening the Com-
stock lode to production increased the
wealth of nations by hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars.

Quickly Ease
D/SCOMFORT OP

COLD with
SORE THROAT

Crust 3 Bayer Aspirin tabtehr in
Si Class of water.

2
Gargle twice. This eases sonatas al-
most instantly.

Take 2 Bayer Aspirin tablets with
full OW of water.

As soon as you feel yourself catching
cold, follow this modern way. Your
doctor, we know, will endorse it. This
medicinal gargle will provide almost
instant relief from rawness and sore-
ness. The Bayer Aspirin you take in-
ternally will act to combat fever and
pains which usually accompany a
cold. Ask for Bayer Aspirin by its full
name— not "aspirin" alone.

•

15 FOR A DOZEN
2 FULL DOZEN FOR 2k

Virt.lnily lc a Tablet
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HOORAY!
A LETTER.
FROM SALLY!
HOPE SHE'S
GOING TO
THE DANCE
wiTH ME I

ef*

TRA

OH, I DON'T KNOW AND I DON'T
CARE! my HEAD ACHES —• AND

I NEVER SLEEP NIGHTS ---
PLEASE LEAVE ME ALONE!

HE SAID COFFEE -
NERVES CAUSED
YOUR. HEADACHES
AND SLEEPLESSNESS"' 
TOLDYOU TO GUT
COFFEE FOR 30 DAYS
AND DRINK POSTUM
INSTEAD. WHY
DON'T YOU
DO IT

•

•

A

oN,_\

for,

•

C4P t?Ir' 64.

014
ALL RIGHT--•
/ WILL!

t

CHEESE
IT,

GLOOMS
' WE'RE
LICKED

-4

4 A

'/EP---SWITCHING To
POSTUM SURE DID HER.
A WORLD OF Goa:),

ON-OH. SHE SAYS SHE
NEVER WANTS TO SEE
ME AGAIN! WELL --
JUST THE SAME •-•
GOING lb HAVE A TALK
WITH 71-IAT GIRL!

WELL ••• IF YOU'D DO AS THE DOCTOR
SAID YOU WOULDN'T PEEL SAD --- •
OR BE SO CROSS AND MEAN
ALL THE TIME!

SHE'S BEEN A
CHANGED 0MAN
SINCE SHE GOT
RID OF HER.
HEADACHES
AND

LEEPLESSNESS!

(9 (Lye

let

YOUR. MONEY BACK ---
IF SWITCHING TO POSTUM
DOESN'T HELP 'you!

If you are one of those who cannot safely
drink coffee., try Postum's 30-day test.

Buy • can of Postman and drink it instead of coffee for

one full month.
If ...after 30 days.. .you do not feel better, return

the top of the Poeturn container to General Foods,
Battle Creek, Michipai, and we will cheerfully refund

Cope 1927. King Femora Syndicate, 0. F. Corp. Licenses

the full purchase price, plus postage! (If you live in
Canada, address General Foods, Ltd., Cobourg, Ont.)

Give Postum a fair trial...drink it for the full 30 days!
Postman contains no caffein. It is simply whole wheat

and bran, roasted and slightly sweetened. Postum
comes in two forms ...Postum Cereal, the kind you
boil or percolate...and Instant Postum, made instantly
if. the cup. It is economical, easy to make and deli-
cious. You may miss coffee at first, but after 30 days,
you'll love Postum for its own rich, full-bodied flavor.
A General Foods product.

(Tan offer ospir•• Jam 30, 1937.)


