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{ RUSSELL'S FORMER TEAM-MATE STILL PAINTING WESTERN SCENES

i

Montana contributes richly to the art
of the nation, and to perpetuation of
interest in Western pioneer days, thru
the impressive canvasses of Olaf C.
Seltzer of Great Falls, considered one
of the world's greatest artists.

Seltzer's paintings, mostly in oil, de-
picting true Western history and scen-
ery are now exhibited in practically
every state of the union and in many
Canadian provinces.
Showing much the same courage and

fortitude as depicted in the Western
scenes he has painted, Seltzer made his
own way—working as a machinist for
many years, and devoting his spare
hours to his water colors, pen and ink
sketches, and later oils.
His early years were spent in Den-

mark, having been born in the tene-
ment district of Copenhagen. He re-
ceived his first art training in the Cop-
enhagen schools. While Just in his
teens, he enrolled with grown men in
a technical institution where he soon
showed his natural talent and ranked
high in the free-hand drawing classes.
At the age of 14, in 1892, he left

Denmark with his mother, Mrs. Juba
Seltzer, On arrival in this country, they
came straight to Great Falls, where
they lived for two years at the old sil-
ver smelter, northwest of the present
city. Since then he has lived most of
the time in Great Falls, with the ex-
ception of intervals spent in New York
City. In those days. Great Falls was
still an infant city in the pioneer west.
During the days when Seltzer and his
mother were living at the smelter, he
had constant opportunities to watch
buffalo and antelope and other wild
game grazing on the open prairies.
Indians, also, were continually on the
move through this territory, headed
south from Fort Benton.

After coming to Great Falls, the boy
of 14 found it necessary to earn a liveli-
hood, and so took up machine work,
starting apprenticeship in the old Great
Northern shops at Great Falls. He fol-
lowed the machinist trade until the
early twenties, working for short per-
iods at Seattle. Medicine Hat and
Butte.
But in his spare hours he found time 1

You Remember?
The following items were taken
from the files of The Cotuier

About 23 Years Ago

Enrollment Large

Enrollment in the Poison schools.
September 16, 1914: primary 49, second
grade. 34: third grade, 32. fourth grade,
35; fifth grade. 26; sixth grade, 24;
seventh grade. 26; eighth grade. 20;
high school. 49.

Buffalo Go to Show

Charles Allaid left this week for Wal-
la Walla. Wash., taking with him a
bunch of bucking horses and six herd
of buffalo. He intended to take more
buffalo but a number of the big brutes
got away after rounding them up and
driving them nearly to Plains. •

Apple Tree Blooms
A. E. Owen reports that he has an

apple free on his place east of town that
is now in full bloom, and that ills in-
deed a peculiar sight to see bloom and
full grown apples on the same tree.

Earthquake Reported
Bigfork and Somers reports an earth- j

quake shock. The tremor was not felt
in Poison but was said to have been
quite heavy and lasted several seconds.

New Dining Room
Mr. Estes of the Bell hotel has made

some excellent Improvements by taking
out partitions and putting in a largc.
dining room.

Firebug at Work
Bigarm was visited by a firebug this

week who attempted to burn a garage in
which Dr. J. C. Boyd, deputy state vet-
inarian has housed his car. The blaze
was liscovered by Mrs. Copeland and
it Was extinguished before it destroyed
the building.

Local and Personal
Messrs. A. B. Bickford and H. S.

Hanson are attending the Masonic
grand lodge in Helena this week.

Wilson Owen shipped a bunch of
horses to Miles City this week where
they will be sold during the big horse
sale.
Mrs. Cap Holding who is visiting at

the old Missouri home writes her hus-
band that she has been on the sick list
while there.
Mrs. Hazel Warren of Casey. Is., is

here for the two month's visit with her
sister, Mrs, F. L. Neifert.
Meschunes W. 3. Marshall and H. E.

Rakeman are delegates to the grand
lodge of the Eastern Star in session in
Helena

tor his art work, first mostly pen and
ink sketches. In 1897 he met Charles M.
Russell, well-known later as the cowboy
artist, and the two became close
friends. Russell recognized that Seltzer
had great possibilities, And that he had
a much better background in drafts-
manship that Russell himself.
Seltzer and Russell worked side by

side for many years as a team. Seltzer
spent his spare hours in Russell's
studio, or together they went out into
the hills to stucy nature and make their
sketches close to the beautiful outdoor
scenery that later Seltzer was to par-
tray, exclusively, in his paintings. The
two men posed for each other, ex-
changed ideas and suggestions, and
each gained immeasurably through
mutual association.
Beginning in 1921, Seltzer worked en-

tirely on his own, and since that time
has devoted himself almost exclusively
to his painting. Russell, who once said
that Seltzer was one of the two best
water color artists in the world, died in
1926.
During the last 16 to 20 years, Seltzer

has painted hundreds of pictures, and
has made an important name for him-
self in the painting of Western art. Ills
work has been exhibited in many large
cities of the country and is widely ac-
claimed throughout the nation.
The biggest collection of Seltzer's

larger and better oils is owned by Dr.
Philip 0. Cole of New York City, Dr.
Cole. while visiting in the home of Dr.
W. J. Butler, State Veterinarian. in

Helena, was shown some of Seltzer's
work, and was greatly impressed with
its quality. The son of a Helena man.
Dr. Cole grew up in the West, and has
always been tremendously interested in
paintings of the true west. He has ac-
quired many of Seltzer's best oils and
his art collection also includes num-
erous paintings by Russell and other
famous western artists.
Toe second largest collection of Selt-

zer's better oils is swned by Mr. William
H. Marks of Seattle. During several
summers in the late nineties, Mark
spent many hours with Russell and
Seltzer, taking packhorse trips into
the wilds of the mountain regions of
Montana. In 1936, Mr. Marks loaned a
number of his Seltzer paintings for an
exhibit in the Washington Athletic Club
of Seattle. Among the pictures shown
were sBlackfeet Scouts," "Sheep-camp
on the Merles," "The Trail Boss," "The
Range Mother," "Prowlers of the
Prairie," "Crow Scout" and "The Bronco
Buster." These subjects are typical of
those used by Seltzer in his paintings
of Indian and cowboy life in the early
west.
Seltzer married Mable L. Cleeland

of Great Falls, one of the city's early
residents, and is the father of two boys
who reside m Great Falls. Seltzer now
spends his mornings in the studio of
his home in Great Falls. His after-
noons and evenings he is likely to spend
talking with old-timers around Great
Falls, and studying all possible records
of western history for more 'local color'
to be used in future pictures.
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INSULAT 

Celoiex is NOT an extra! It replaces other neces-
sary structural building materials AND provides per-
manently efficient insulation at the same time! You
SAVE because it does TWO jobs at ONE mod-
erate material cost!

Whether you are thinking of building a new home,
remodeling an old attic or basement, or just lining
a garage — let us give you ALL the facts about
Guaranteed Celotex Insulation ... explain just whai
it means to you in savings, comfort and increased
home value. Stop in or phone—no obligation.

SPABE.9 LUMBER CO.

YOU'LL DRIVE FAR, LONG
AND SAFELY ON THESE MONEY-
SAVING GOODRICH TIRES

Goodrich COMMANDER
$=55* $ C65*
4.030 4.40:21

'6''6'4,50,20 4.50,21

$6"*$720*4.75 • 19 5.00,19

OTHER SIZES IN PROPORTION

• Goodrich has entered the low-
priced field with the Commander
-a high quality, long-mileage
tire! Full dimension—made of
"wear-resisting" rubber through-
out. Has extra wide, deep, heavy
tread. Every inch a Goodrich Tire.

• Prim sareims le dump suirbort ••+he

Goodrich CAVALIER

'6"*$815*30 21 51/2 4.40,21

50 70* $0105*
qup4.50a20 4k. 4.50 21

$ 5*945.75, 19 $105.00:11
OMER SITES IN PROPORTION

• And here's another extra value
low-priced Goodrich Tire. 6 high-
priced tire features are standard
construction in every Cavalier!
In addition, they're "double-
cured" to make them tough ALL.
the way through. Cavaliers will
give you extra mileage and wear.

BUY NOW
Priced as low as

65*
4.50z20

Goodrich SILVERTOWN

$9"* $irs*4.50 x 20 4.50 I k

$M 60* 51 1 40*4.75)419 5.00 .19

$1180 
$12 "*5110..20 9.25 le LS

OTIIER SIZES IN PROPORTION

• Imagine? The famous Goodrich
Safety Silvertovms cost much
leas than other super-quality
tires. They:re the only tires built
with the real blow-out protection
of the Life-Saver Golden Ply.
See us today. There's • Goodrich
QualityTire for every pocketbook.

Goodrich TIRE S 444-"BaTi:NRTur,

Helmer Motor Co.
POLSON, MONT.

Take cooking, for instance, he says. An
electric range is scientifically designed
to produce a maximum of heat for a
minimum of cost. Insulated ovens hold
heat, much cooking can be done with the
current turned off. Add in time saved,
too.

Then there's the washing and ironing.
Doing it at home saves the clothes, saves
money that way. The electricity you
use isn't a patch on a laundry bill. And
with modern electrical laundry equip-
ment you save so much time, which is
worth something.

Now we come to cleaning. A cleaning
woman costs by the hour. You have to
feed her, too. You can run a vacuum
cleaner for eighteen hours for what you
pay a woman for
one. So you see it
really is cheaper to
do housework elec-
trically. More fun,
too.

The Montana
Power Company
Serving 155 Montana Cities
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