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during the Civil Bar.
Hanged II Indiana

The so-called Spokane and Yakima ;
Indian war had Just been brought to
a close. As the final chapter in it,
Colonel Wright had taken a number
of the chiefs and head men of the
Spokanes. the Yakimas and the Pa-
louse, their allies' prisoners, tried 11
of them by drumhead court martial,
found them guilty of murder at various
times and places and hanged them in
the presence of 2.500 of their tribes-
men whom he ordered to the fort to
witness the executions. Nine of the
chiefs were held prisoners to insure
the good conduct of the tribes.
The colonel thought he had the In-

dian situation pretty well in hand in
the immediate vicinity of Walla Walla,
but Indians coming from the buffalo
country east of the Rocky mountains
told him that the tribes there were
inclined to be hostile to the whites.
As the government was getting fed tilo
on Indian fighting, he decided to in-
vestigate the rumor. He did it by send-
ing Hamilton among the tribes east
of the mountains.
Hamilton, enrolled as an army scout,

was for this trip assigned to secret
service duty among the Indians, and
was outfitted as a trader to effectually
conceal, if necessary, his real purpose
in making the trip.
Hamilton chose as his companion, for

the journey, a one-eyed half-breed
named Alex McKay, also a member of
the Walla Walla band of army scouts.
They left Fort Walla Walla Sept. 25,

Trappers, Traders in the Old West Rode Mules;
Bill 'Hamilton Made Famous Ride on One in 1858

ANY early-day trappers and11\4
traders of the west and north-
west were partial to mules as
saddle animals. Mules have
never won a place for them-

selves under the saddle for such pur-
poses as horses are used in the livestock
industry, but even as late as the early
'60's of the last century many pros-
Pectors and miners preferred a good,
steady saddle mule, if they could find
one, to the average saddle horse. They
were tough and hardy, easily kept and
caught and for the most part gentle
if their propensity for kicking was
overlooked.
Now and then a saddle mule stood

out from his fellows just as some
horses do. One such was a white mule
owned by the late William T. (Uncle
Billy) Hamilton in 1858 when he was
connected with the military forces at
Fort Walla Walla, Wash., in the ca-

Mt, woafs acre The animal, hands
nigh,
clad of tteverleegan IdIndyians, during
a trip he made to the tribe 'in the
fall of that year. After his return to
Walla Walla, Hamilton was asked to
make a trip to The Dallas, a distance
of 175 miles, with military dispatches,
and was told that it was of the great-
est importance that they be delivered
as soon as possible.
Hamilton requisitioned an army

horse from the quartermaster's de-
partment, and started riding it and
leading his white mule. He rode the
horse for 60 miles, left it with a settler
and rode his white mule the remainder
of the distance, 115 miles. He left Walls,
Walla at 8:15 o'clock in the morning
and delivered his dispatches at The
Dalles, 475 miles away, at 6:15 o'clock
the following morning. He was three
days making the return trip. The army
commander at The Danes gave him a
letter to the Walla Walla commander
giving the time at which the dis-
patches were received.

Sold Mule for $500
When it became noised about the

post that Hamilton had made a trip
of 175 miles in 15 minutes less than ,
22 hours, aed that his white mule had
gone the entire distance and carried
him 115 miles of it, he was flooded with '
offers to buy it. He later sold the'
.animal for $500, but ' afterwards said
that he regretted doing so.
Hamilton came into the west with

an Indian trading expedition from St.
Louis in 1842, the party which he ac-
companied making headquarters in the
Green river country of Wyoming. From
there they traded as far north as the
Yellowstone river in Montana. He went
to California in 1849 and engaged in '
mining and also in farming on a small
scale. He married at that time, but
both his wife and their children died
a couple of years later, and -Hamilton
resumed his wilderness life.
He drifted north and took part in 1888, with five pack mules carrying

various Indian wars in northern Cal- mini) equipment and trading goods,
wo saddle mules, which they rode, andifornia and in the Oregon country.
each leading his favorite saddle horse.His knowledge of the sign language, at

which he was unusually expert. made Before he left, Hamilton requested of
him valuable to the army as an in- ' Colonel Wright that he be supplied with

a large, official looking envelope car-
capacity 

and scout, and it was in that
rying the government's seals and filledcapacity that he was at Fort Walla

Walla with Colonel Wright in 1858. with papers of any kind, so that he
would have credentials to convince theAnother of the officers there at that
Indians that he was speaking for thetime was Lieut. Phil Sheridan, who
Great White Father at Washington inbecame famous as a general of cavalry
Ills

Water Stored in Numerous WPA Dams Is Heartening Sight

With 4,400 Montana drouth farmers now employed under the state's special WPA drouth quota, WPA water conservation projects are
moving ahead rapidly in a score of eastern Montana counties. The present program, operating under close co-operation with the state
water conservation board, represents activity approaching last summer's effort, when WPA had a large portion of its 12,000 drouth
clients at work building a million and a quarter dollars worth of small stock water and irrigation reservoirs, officials report. In vir-
tually every county in the eastern half of the state may now be seen life-giving water stored in WPA-built dams. This spring WPA en-
gineers estimated that more than 20,000 acre-feet of the precious fluid was being stored in such typical completed projects as are shown
here. They include: Upper left—Valentine dam in Fergus county; Upper right—one of 22 roadside stockwater dams constructed in
Sheridan county; Lower left—a stockwater dam in Garfield county; Lower right—small irrigation reservoirs in Rosebud county.

Cam at Missoula
e first Indians they met were

nientbers of the Palouse tribe, with

whom they traded some, and who
warned them not to go east of the
mountains as the Indians there would
give them trouble. At the Spokane
river they met more Indians. Hamilton
showed them his big envelope and drew
their attention to the government
brand on his mules. The Indians were
as impressed as they would have been
by a regiment of soldiers. And so he
and McKay passed on through the
country of the Couer d'Alene Indians
and the St. Joe and Pend Oreille tribes
and camped where Missoula is lo-
cated.

It was Hamilton's first trip to that

part of Montana and he was greatly
impressed by the country and by the
advantages the Missoula site offered
as an Indian trading post because of
the large number of Indian trails that
crossed there. He told his companion,
McKay. that some day he would re-
turn and open a. trading post there.
On Oct. 12, they met some Flathead

Indians and went with them to their
camp on the Blackfoot river. Their
chief, yictor, and his assistant, Moiese,
were .both old friends of Hamilton's.
These Indians, as had all the others
they had met, wanted to know the
latest news of the Spokane and Yakima

their camp. On Oct. 17 the party moved
diens maintained a constant guard at

to the south fork of the Sun river
and camped and the next day the two
white men accompanied 50 Flathead
bucks on a visit to the Piegan Indian
agency. Colonel Vaughn was agent. At
the Piegan Agency Hamilton learned
for the first time that one of the doc-
uments in his big envelope was a re-
queit to any Indian agent to help him
In any way that he might request. The
next day Hamilton and McKay left the
Flathead camp on the south fork of
Sun river and turned north towards

• the Teton river, where they camped.
They were now in Piegan country, and
in the belief that they would soon
have callers they shucked their stained
and travel worn buckskins and donned
their best clothes, suits of caribou,
with double fringes on every seam.

First Trading of Trip
The first night they were there, a

group of Piegans under Little Dog
called on them, and Hamilton made
friends with Little Dog and- his eldest
son. Fringe, by presenting them with
blankets. The next day the white men
went to Little Dog's camp on the
Marias river. There were 350 Iddges.
There Hamilton gave Little Dog 50
pounds of flour, 20 pounds of crackers
and rice and syrup for a feast. The
Indians furnished the meet, and a
dozen squaws prepared the food. Here
Hamilton did his first trading of mo-
ment. In a short time that night he
traded for 120 buffalo robes and many
dried buffalo tongues. While the trad-
ing was going on two River Crow In-
dians called at the Piegan camp.
The next day Hamilton and McKay

and a number of Piegans returned the
call, visiting the Crow camp. The Crows
told of fighting the Sioux, Cheyenne
and Arapahoe Indians, taking many
scalps and stealing many horses. They
displayed two fresh scalps. Hamilton
told them if they could show a third
scalp, he would give them a blanket.
They didn't produce the scalp, but
they did give Hamilton many dirty
looks.
The Crows returned to the Piegan

village to trade with Hamilton and
McKay. The Crows and Piegans en-
gaged in horse racing, and McKay
loaned the Piegans his saddle horse,
an exceptionally fast animal, to run
as their own against the Crows' best
horse. The Piegans made a cleanup
on the race. It was while Hamilton
was at the Piegan village that Little

—Dog gave him the white mule on which
he later made the famous ride from
Walla Walla to The Dalles.

The whites left the Piegan village on
Oct. 24 to go into the Blackfeet coun-
try. They carried with them three

Indian war. So far they had done little medicine arrows which Little Dog gave
trading, as they were saving their Hamilton. telling him to show them

yfovrthetrheethter to the Blackfeet head men. Hamilton,
cgrudsntr 

yibesespeeintedthtee gebutff 
the in recording the events of his trip, said

most of the information they were after he believed that those arrows saved

and where they also hoped to obtain them much trouble among the Black-
many good buffalo robes. The Flat- feet, for although they were attacked
heads were on their way to the buffalo later while on the trail, they were

river east of the mountains and Ham-
country on the plains of the Missouri not molested while in the Blackfeet

camp. From the Piegan camp they
llton and McKay traveled with them. were accompanied by Fringe, Little
They crossed the main range through Dog's son, and five other Piegans. •
Cadotte's pass on Oct. 16 and camped Some of the Blackfeet recognized
on the Dearborn river. Hamilton and asked him if he had
They were now in what the Flatheads not been on the Big Horn and Green

said was hostile territory, and the In- rivers. He evaded a direct answer to
their questions, for as a matter of fact
he had fought the tribe during their
excursions into those territories sev-
eral years before. They traded with the
Blackfeet and when they started to
leave next day the Indians tried to
delay them. Hamilton and McKay now
had 19 head of stock, 14 of them loaded
with packs.

First Train Robbay in Montana Occurred
edNear Livingston in 1888; Bandits Ba

By ELNO
"I don't wish to give you people

advice, but if you profit by the ad-
vice I might offer, you will reach
the Pacific coast as soon as pos-
sible and join an ainishonsF." May-
be that is not the exact language
that Montana's first train robber
used in his farewell, but it is the
substance of his remarks as quoted
by the survivors.
"Survivors" is used advisedly for, ac-

cording to the first-hand reports, given
later by passengers on the train, some
of them must have died a thousand
deaths in imagination during the hour
and twenty minutes the bandit gang
had control of the train. The leader's
advice was inspired by the fact that
he was disgusted with the haul—only
about $600, when thousands had been
expected.
At a point near the Big Horn sta-

Glacier Lake Dam, Highest in.
Countrg, to Irrigate Ranches

Glacier lake dam, highest and moat
Isolated structure of its kind in Amer-
ica, located 24 miles by road and foot
trail south of Red Lodge, has been
completed and accepted by the Mon-
tana water conservation board.
Built as a supplemental reservoir to

supply water to 54.000 acres of rich
farm land in Rock creek valley from
Red Lodge to Silesia. Glacier dam is
notable for the spectacular grandeur
of its setting and its extreme isolation.
Carved from a rock-ribbed palisade,

unfathomed Glacier lake is nourished
by everlasting glaciers and melting
snows. At an elevation of 9,765 feet,
the lake is surrounded by peaks from
11,000 and 12,000 feet high.
The dam is a rock filled project with

a maximum height of 52 feet (five
feet freeboard), and a top width of
10 feet. The upstream slope is 1:1;
downstream slope, 11:1, and foundation
and abutments are in solid rock.
The back or downstream portion of

the dam is composed of rock fill. Most
of the rock varied from 2 to 10 cubic
feet while being loaded by hand. After
the shovel came on the job, the rocks
averaged 1 cubic yard in size. Voids
were well filled with rock, which
graded down to three inches.
On the upstream face is a hand-

placed rock rubble wall which varies
from four to six feet in thickness. The
face was gouted. On the gout,ed face
was placed a concrete slab, reinforced
with electric welded fabric, varying
from 6 to 12 inches in thickness.
The concrete face has expansion

joints every 25 feet. They are com-
prised of corrugated metal set into
heavy asphalt. The concrete slab is
keyed into solid rock of the toe of the
am.
A spillway with a crest of 90 feet

is built in solid rock, thanks to the ,

tion, east of Billings, the Northern Pa-
cific track, then only about six years
old, ran through a four-foot cut, The
fast train's schedule put it over this
section of the road at night. The night
of June 16, 1888, Engineer Sargent saw
a signal torch ahead in the cut. He
thought it meant danger on the track.
He stopped the train.
The r000ers appeared on the lire-

man's side of the locomotive, and he
quickly grasped the situation and in-
formed Sargent, who tried to start the

' train again. This drew a fusillade of
shots from Winchesters, the bullets

: flying through the cab uncomfortably
close to the enginemen. Sargent closed
the throttle again.

presence of a hump of rock that rises
In the center of the damsite.

Across and beneath the present out-
let of the lake, a tunnel. 6 by 41 feet
wide and 115 feet long, was drilled.l
The tunnel taps the lake about six feet
below the normal August level and ,
forms a permanent outlet for the fl
reservoir.
A vertical shalt from the top of the

dam into the tunnel provides for the
gate chamber and operation of the
gate. A cutoff trench was excavated
18 inches into solid rock.
The unit, (exiting $82,731, was built

as an auxiliary to the $450,000 Cooney
dam on Red Lodge creek. It is termed
the largest earth and rock dam so far
contracted by the Montana water con-
servation board.
Contract award was made to S. .1.

Groves & Sons of Minneapolis. A four
mile approach road was bulldozed,
linking a CCC trail leading to the out-
side world with a point on the rim of
Rock creek gorge 4,000 feet from the
damsite and about 1,700 feet lower in
elevation.
The trail gains 1,000 feet in elevation

and runs across the face of a rough
mountainside which is thickly strewn
with huge boulders between which
grow fur and pine trees of commercial
size.
From the end of the haul road to

the damsite, the world literally stand);
on end. A cableway about 3,500 feet
long was built. The shovel used in the
excavation of the dam was dismantled
and taken to and from the site by
cable as were the 3-ton trucks which
were used.
The dam was officially accepted by

the water board Sept. 13.
Resident engineers were 0. E. Mo.

berg, who was in charge of construe.
tion last year, and T. J. Murphy.

First Robbery Off to Flying Start
Montana's first train robbery was

off to a good start.
Several masked men were swarming

over the locomotive. Others surround-
ed the train and started a barrage from
under and between the cars. The firing
was almost constant during the hour
and twenty minutes which followed
the conquest of the engine crew.
The enginemen were forced to help

the bandits break in the door of the
express car. Engineer Sargent held a
lantern while his fireman wielded an
ax. When the hole was sufficiently
large. Sargent and the fireman were
ordered to crawl through, with the ban-
dits following. The bandits demanded
the express messenger's keys for the
safes.
A small safe, used by the messenger,

yielded about $90. The big through safe
contained some $15,000, but it could be
opened only by agents at the terminals.
It was too large to be removed and
carried away in safety. The big haul
had to be abandoned, and the bandits
were loud and profane in expressing
their disappointment, not to say de-
feat.
Passengers from the train later ex-

pressed the belief that the bandits in-
tended to take only the express car
money, but after falling to get the big
haul, they decided to take the "chicken
feed" from the passengers as solace
.for their disappointment.

During the time the express car was
being worked, most of the passengers
sought refuge from flying bullets by
crawling under the seats in the coaches.
Many took advantage of the time to
conceal at least a part of their valu-
ables.
When the bandit leader appeared

at the door of the combination smoker
and coach and demanded admittance.
someone crawled out and opened the
door. The bandit entered with a con-
federate keeping the crowd covered
with a gun. All passengers were warned
against concealing money or valuables,
under penalty of sudden death.

Small Change in First Car 1
The first car yielded only about $30.

One Passenger gave up his small
change, Asked if he had more, he ad-
mitted having a watch and a railroad
ticket. "We don't want watches and
jack knives," he was informed.
An emigrant gave up all he had—

only a few dollars—with the statement:

"It's not from me you're taking this.
but from my wife and children here,"
The bandit gave him a penetrating look
and, discerning the truth of the state-
ment, handed back the money, saying:
-I don't want your money; I have a
wife and children, too."

Much concealed wealth was left be-
hind in this car, however, when the
bandit left the smoker. Time was press-
ing, and he did not make any effort
to look under seat cushions and in
other hideout places.

In the next car he facetiously an-
nounced that he had a disagreeable
duty to perform in relieving the gen-
tlemen of their money, but that the
ladies need have no fear; they would
not be molested.
The first passenger was slow to re-

spond. He got in a hurry, however,
when a bullet whizzed past his ear.
The car yielded $274.
The sleeping car netted about $180,

with Pullman Conductor Rowley giv-
ing up about $90 of the amount. Dur-
ing his examination of the passengers
the bandit frequently remarked upon
the impecunious circumstances of the
crowd: "You're the poorest men I ever
found riding a Pullman car!

It was as he left the rear end
of the train that he advised them to
seek an almshouse.

Used Fireman As Shield
The gang left, taking the fireman

with them down the track for some
distance before releasing him to re-
turn to the engine. The track obstruc-
tions were removed by the train crew,
and the train moved on westward. It
reached Livingston about two hours
late, with the coaches showing un-
mistakable evidence of the bombard-
ment they had received from the ban-
dit guns.
Webb Smith. a former Livingston

employe of the Northern Pacific, re-
turning from an eastern trip, and
Charles H. Spenter of -New York and
J. H. Hall of Maine, Yellowstone park
tourists, left the train at Livingston
and gave vivid descriptions of their ex-
periences.
Smith had a bullet, pried from the

coach wall just above his head, as a
souvenir of the occasion. He gave uP
$18 to the robbers, but kept $150 which
he had concealed. Hall gave up every-
thing he had—some $90—and had to
spend more than a week in Livingston
awaiting a remittance from Maine.
Conductor Ed Beaman, who had

only recently transferred from Living-
ston to the Yellowstone division, WEIS
in charge of the train. The passengers
signed a resolution of thanks, credit-
ing his coolness, wisdom and courage
with averting tragedy. "We are con-
vinced," said the resolution, "he was
ready to shed his blood first if the
defense of our lives demanded it, and
by his coolness and brave words pre-
vented immediate bloodshed."
Despite the long and promiscuous

the f only
wounded, receiving a slight flesh wound
in the calf of his leg.

It was variously estimated that the
I bandit gang contained from 10 to 15
members. An even dozen was the best
estimate available. The leader was de-
scribed as a man of medium height
and build, his slightly bowed legs in-
dicating a long acquaintance with the

The gang went south toward Wyo-
ming, witb Yellowstone and Custer
county posses on their trail within a
few hours. Sheridan and Johnson coun-
ty from Wyoming also joined
e chase, and for several days it was

believed the gang would be caught,
' since the possemen were familiar with
the country. But the "Hole in the Wall"
region in Wyoming was a favorite and
almost impregnable hideout. So far as
is known the bandits remained free
men. The Northern Pacific and the
governor of Montana posted rewards
neaggrevergaciatingimedr. The rewards were

Leaving the Blackfeet camp both of
the white men mounted their war
horses and turned their saddle mules
with the other stock, so as to be ready
for any emergency. McKay was riding
the horse which the Piegans had used
to defeat the Crows. Hamilton was
riding "Hickory," an animal which
would cpme to his call as far as it
could hear him. Both of the horses
were gun broke. None of the Blackfeet
would shake hands with them when
they left and they knew from that that
trouble was ahead for them. They
started for St. Mary's lake where they
were informed a band of KootenaLs
from west of the mountains were
camped. They were still accompanied
by the six Piegan Indians. Hamilton
and McKay and one Piegan were in
the lead and the others were in the
rear. Pour miles out the Piegans left
them to return to their own camp.
After that Hamilton and McKay killed
three Blackfeet Indians who charged
them on the trail, but aside from that
reached the Kootenai camp without
Incident.

"he de-IS 

Capturing Wild Horses bg Car
Is Sport Thrill Near Landuskg

Capturing wild horses with motor
truck is sureseasful in the badland
country along the Missouri river south
of Landusky. Each year regular round-
ups and horse hunters have run the
wild horses until only renegades are
left.
To attempt to corral these horses

in the regular fashion is a waste of
time and to ride a horse 15 to 20 miles
into the horse country and then at-
tempt to run down and rope them is
a handicap few saddle horses are able
to overcome.
Here is where the motor truck comes

in. Four or five riders and their saddle
horses are taken down a ridge into the
wild horse country. Often a bunch is
spotted from the truck and a couple

, of riders and horses are unloaded to
Jump the horses. In relays riders fog
the wild ones. Knowing they don't
have to ride a tired horse home, they
push their saddle horses to the limit.
The wild horses, trim and fit from

occasional chases and from runs of four
to five miles to water, take the chase
as play at first. The leader will run
up a steep bank and stop while the
rest string along. He arches his neck,
and, with his tail streaming in the
wind, snorts derision at the oncoming
rider. Then in a cloud of dust he takes
after his bunch.
The roper and truck driver from

some high pinnacle have been keep-
ing track of the chase through field
glasses often with only a distant dust
cloud to indicate the course of the
wild horses. Sometimes the running
horses strung out on the skyline or the
white shined rider is seen. Riders wear
white shirts to aid the watchers in
keeping track of them.
The two note the course the horses

are taking. The long riblike ridges are

, natural runways of wild horses in
flight. The truck is driven down the
backbone ridge to where the rib joins
and a roper and his horse are unloaded
and concealed. The truck is run back
out of sight.

When the sweat covered horses now
under a mechanized lope pass the con-
cealed roper, he springs out, picking
one for his loop. Now the wonderful
stamina, endurance and intelligence of
the badland horses Is shown. Although
they have perhaps been naming for
hours under a broiling sun through the
badlands and appear played out, the
new burst of speed is remarkable.

When the roper takes after one,
that horse runs for the timber and
Short coulees, making the work ex-
tremely hazardous. The roper may get
his horse in 100 yards or he may run
him a mile and a half and he may
Come back with an empty loop.
It is a keen contest between the top

hands of the horse country and the
toughest horses in that country, some-
times one winning and sometimes the
other.
Wild horses left in the breaks after

three years of attractive prices owe it
to intelligent leadership. The leader
Is not always a stallion. It may be an
old mare or a saddle horse gone wild.
In some localities there Is talk of
shooting the leaders but from all over
the range country come protests. Such
an act is unworthy of the men who
follow the game and it not apt to be-
come popular,
Every rancher and rider taking part

In these chases is pledged to send
these horses to market as captured.
They are a nuisance on the range but
become as gentle and docile as barn-
yard colts when properly broken.


