
THE FLATHEAD COURIER

Yellow Nose, Ute hdar C
y Cheyennes, Lost SacrJD,

By "IVION TANA LOU" GRILL

y
ELLOW NOSE, born of Ute
Indian parents, when a mere
child was captured by and
adopted into the Cheyenne In-
dian tribe. He became one of

them in spirit and in purpose. Gaining
the confidence of the people to whom
he was not related by blood ties, he
was entrusted with the possession of
a strange shield in the early summer
of 1876. The shield, of peculiar pattern
and design, belonged to Spotted Wolf,
whose father was Whistling Elk.
Descended from a long line of fight-

ing warriors, Whistling Elk was a fine,
upstanding spec I-
men of Cheyenne
Indian manhood.
With a background
of achievement in
his family it was
his purpose to pia.-
serve their tradi-
tions by painting a
shield. It would re-
flect the virtues of
the stock from
which he sprang.
After Yellow Nose

lost the shield it
might have been

• Mon Tana Lou" Grill forgotten entirely.
"It was lost after

the fight with white soldiers on the ;
upper Rosebud a short time before we I
had the fight with Custer's soldiers;
on the Little Big Horn river; it was;
lost by Yellow Nose," said White Shield,1
son of Spotted Wolf.

Into Grinnell's Possession 1
T h e circumstances surrounding ;

White Shield's statement arose over;
the fact that a shield had come into;
possession of George Bird Grinnell of
New York city. Mr. Grinnell, during
the nineties, made many visits to the
Tongue River agency at Lame Deer.
The shield was submitted to James C.
Clifford, agent at the agency, with the
request that he obtain as much infor-
mation regarding it as possible. The
occasion of the inquiry was 27 years
later.
On March 9, 1903, Mr. Clifford wrote

to Mr. Grinnell stating: "I am sending,
you the story White Shield tells of ;
the painting of the shield sent. I was!
discouraged after I had shown it to
the Rosebud Indians, and had about
concluded that it did not belong here.
Jimmie Rowland. was the interpreter
who translated what White Shield said.,
I give it to you as nearly as it was;
told to me as I can. It may be if you:
were here you could have him tell'
more."
White Shield, in his opening state-

ment, said that "the man that made
this shield was Whistling Elk, and
my grandfather. It belonged to Spotted
Wolf at the time it was lost."
Declaring that it disappeared during

what is believed to have been the en-
gagement between the forces of Gen-
eral Crook, who was enroute to the
Yellowstone river in early June, 1876,
to meet Gen. A. H. Terry, in command
of the Department of Dakota, and Gen.
George A. Custer, in command of the
Seventh cavalry, and -Crazy Horse on
June 17 in the canyon of the Rosebud
river, White Shield added:
"It was lost after the battle was

over and the Indians were going home
to their camp on Reno river. It dropped
from his (Yellow Nose's) saddle where
It was fastened. I have worn that shield
in a sun dance."

White Shield's Statement
The balance of the statement made

by White Shield is given in full:
"Whistling Elk, the man who made

this shield, when a young man went
to a lake of water, and went out on
a rocky point close to the lake, and
put a buffalo head (bleached) down.
He was lying down by the head fasting
for five days and five nights, and pray-
mg to the Great Spirit. On the morn-
ing of the fourth day a buffalo ap-
peared to him in the water, and just
stuck his head out of the water, and
sang a song to him. The buffalo took i
pity on him and told him how to make!
the shield. The four round spots on
the outer rim are intended to represent
the four winds, (I take it to mean the
four points of the compass). The round
globe below the horns represents the
moon. The pink globes between the
horns represents the sun, and the dots
are meant for the stars. The moon is
the spirit that protects the brave who
wear this shield during the night, and
the sun protects during the day.
"The horns represent the animal that

took pity on Whistling Elk and learned
(taught) him to make the shield.
"The upper round spot (here Mr.

Clifford drew a solid circle) to the
left of the horns represents the west
wind from the setting sun. The upper
round spot to the right of the horns
represents the wind from the north.
The lower round spot on the left rep-
resents the wind from the south. The
spirit which controls the south wind
Is supposed to have the greatest power
when prayed to for relief."
The interpreter, Mr. Rowland, com-

mented here that the paint spots "on
It do not mean anything; must be
blotches." The interpreter added that,
as he gathered the information from

Exceptional Offering
Finest Automobiles

Trade Now for a Better Car

1932 Pierce Arrow 5-pass. Sedan in
beautiful condition. Tires almost
new. deluxe $350.00
equipment  

1936 Lincoln Custom built 5-pass. Se-
dan Bold new for $4.800 just a
year ago. Chauffeur driven. Only
20.000 miles. Guaranteed. Now
only 25% $1200.00
new price  

1937 Lincoln Zephyr 5-pass. Sedan
Looks, runs like brand new ear.
Overdrive. Columbia two-speed
axle. Heater. Almost new Royal
Master 6-ply tires. $1150.00
Maroon finish  

1936 Lincoln Zephyr 5-pass. Sedan in
excellent mechanical condition. No
blemishes. Finish Perfect. Tires
look like new. An exceptional car
and $850.00
value  

Mail inquiries invited. MI offers
subject to prior sale.
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Standard Motor Company
2? East Galena Street
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Butte, Montana

White Shield, only four of the shields
were made, all of them by Whistling
Elk.

Handed Down As Heirlooms
"One of the shields," continued White

Shield, "was given to Low Forehead, a
nephew. He was killed in battle with
the Snake Indians on the head ctf
Powder river about 36 years ago. Hi.,
shield was buried with him by hi:,
friends when they came up through
Kansas, probably in 1878. Black Beaver,:,
a nephew, who had one, got sick and!
laid his away in the hills. He was,
afterwards killed at Fort Robinson. The,
other one was given to Little Magpie,
White Shield's brother, when he died,'
at Fort Keogh. It was laid away with
his body. The people who had the
shields last did not have them always.1
They were handed down from other t
relatives, always being kept in the;

: family.
"The shield which your friend (Grin-

nell) has, has a little story connected
with it. May be you have heard it.
I'll tell you as I have it.
"Long ago. Whistling Elk, who was

a brave warrior, led a war party down
Tongue river toward the Yellowstone.
They camped about two miles south-
east of where Miles City is. Whistling
Elk left his warriors in camp and
went out on a scout alone. He saw a
Crow Indian picketing his horse to
where there was good grass. He put
on his buckskin war shirt., which he
always wore with the shield and
charged down on the Crow. Before the
Crow could get his bow out of his
quiver, which was strung on his back,
Whistling Elk had knocked him sense-4
less with his ax, or hatchet, which had
an elkhorn handle. He then took every-
thing the Crow had, and thinking the
Crow dead, returned to his camp and
related what he had done to his sol-
diers (warriors). The Crow recovered
and returned to his camp and told his
party that he had been attacked by
the enemy. But as he had a quarrel
with one of his own party they did
not believe hirn4 and said it was not
so. Then Whistling Elk led the Chey-
enne against the Crow village which
they took after killing all the men.
They took the women and children
prisoners, and that is the origin of the
old men among the Cheyenne who
are half Crow and half Cheyenne."

Wind Woman's Story
When White Shield had concluded

his statement, the interpreter called
Mrs. Spotted Wolf, (known by the
name of Wind Woman). She was the
mother of White Shield, and told the
following story:
"Whistling Elk made that shield for

Spotted Wolf when he was a young
man. He was a brave warrior at an 
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Old Scenes Again Familiar in Treasure State

After several years of dronth and in-
festation by grasshoppers and Mormon
crickets, Montana farmers for the most
part have again come into their own.' •
Fields like the one pictured above were
a familiar sight this year over the
state. Trucks and trailers are now busy
on Montana roads and highways haul-
ing tremendous crops of both winter
and spring wheat to market. The outfit
here shown hauls 16,000 pounds at one
load. Much is being stored in farrr
granaries and elevators. In some lo-
calities where the shipping could not
keep up with the influx of grain it

has been placed in huge piles in the open until storage space could be had or railroad cars became available.

early age, maybe about 15 or 16 years
of age. I don't think Spotted Wolf's of Public Libraryy 70 Years ORd5)
father was very old when he died. I
don't think he was quite 40 years old.
He died on the war trail. The shield, Rs Considerec •ne of Finest in IVIontana
when lost, belonged to Spotted Wolf.
He gave it to Yellow Nose, (Ute In-
dian who was captured when he was
about four years of age, with his sister,
and was adopted and raised by Mrs.
Spotted Wolf) when he was going to
battle with the white soldiers in the
Wolf mountains, up the Rosebud, and
was told it was lost after the battle
when they were going home. The shield,
was lost between the battlefield on I
upper Rosebud and their camp on
Reno creek. They were camped on
the south fork of Reno creek where
the one branch of the creek bears off
to the south. It was lost from Yellow
Nose's saddle. The head war chief of
the Cheyennes at that time was Lame
Whiteman. Returning from the fight,
the Sioux and Cheyenne Indians
passed over the same trail. They don't
know how the shield came on the
Custer battlefield. About the bullet
holes, they say they don't know. White
Shield says they may have been made
in the last battle. The man that wore
It there was a very brave man, but
as they did not see the shield again,
they don't know whether there is any
bullet holes in it or not. There were
no feathers painted on the shield. A
piece of lodge skin was fastened to the
bottom with four rows of feathers."
The statement made by Mrs. Spotted

Wolf appears to have been concluded,
for the interpreter says that she recog-
nized the picture as soon as she saw it.
Mr. Rowland repeated that the four
shields made were for the family. None
ever went outside of relatives. This
particular shield was Spotted Wolf's.
He had loaned it to his son, as he
called Yellow Nose, "to go to battle
with."
The lake to which Whistling Elk

went to pray is located somewhere on
the north side of the Black Hills.
Mrs. Spotted Wolf said it was a small

body of water with no bottom, and
surrounded by big rocks.
"She says," interpolates the inter-

preter, "she has been there. They tied
two lodge poles together and put them
down but did not reach the bottom."
Mr. Clifford appends the following

note:
"The foregoing are as they were told

me by James Rowland from White
Shield and his mother."

EARLY DAY N. P. AGENT
PASSES AWAY AT FORSYTH
Henry Daniel (Hank) O'Brien, 81,

who came to Montana in 1883 and
was the first ticket agent for the
Northern Pacific railway at Red Lodge,
died at a Forsyth hospital recently. In
addition to being agent at Red Lodge,
he served at Custer in the early '80's,
was ticket agent at Forsyth from 1904
for nearly 20 years, and later worked
at Colstrip. His last active railway
work before his retirement in 1932 was
at Colstrip. He had resided in Forsyth
since 1904.

INDIAN REHABILITATION
PROGRAM PROGRESSING

The rehabilitation program for the
Blackfeet Indians on the Two Medi-
cine irrigation project west of Cut
Bank is nearing completion. says
Stuart Hazlett, chairman of the tribal
council. Seventeen modern houses,
chicken coops, barns and outhouses are
being occupied by Indians who have
moved their families to the project. At
least 40 acres have been plowed and
some put into crop. Each farm has a
drilled water well.
Milk cows, chickens, pigs and horses

are being purchased for the Indian
farmers. Several of the farmers have
good grain crops and some have fair
crops that are being cut for feed.
Two more houses will be built this

fall. Next year more buildings will be
erected on the Two Medicine project
and work will start on the Badger-
Fisher project.

Helena's public library, surviving dis-
astrous fires, earthquakes and other sociation. James King was elected first
misfortunes, is observing its 70th an_ president of the group; Judge Hedges
niversary this year, having grown from
a tiny institution started by public-
spirited citizens of the early-day Hel-
ena in 1868 to one of the state's most
Important public libraries, containing
67,748 volumes on the shelves, 136,478
government pamphlets and 3,368 maps.
It is the oldest institution of its kind
in Montana. The librarian is Mabel T.
Miller.
In addition to its age, the Helena

was named vice president and J. L.
Douglas, secretary.

In VVhitiach Building
The library was installed on the first

floor of what was then known as the
Whitla.ch building and Ben B. Dates
was appointed the first librarian.
In 1870 Judge Hedges was chosen

president of the board and the library
association moved to new quarters—in
a stone and brick building owned by

library is, perhaps one of the most Holter and Hedges on upper Main
important public libraries in the state, street just above Wall street. The 11-
having a collection of Montana liter- brary opened in its new quarters Jan.
ature excelled only by the State His- 1, 1870. The year also marked a change
torical society library and the library of librarians with W. A. Hedges suc-
at the University of Montana. ceeding Mr. Dates. A year later he re-
The history of the Helena institution I signed and Robert H. Wilson was given

may be divided into three periods: Its the position which he held until 1874.
foundation in 1868; its change to a
free public library in 1886 and its ex-
pansion from 1892 until the present
time.
Four pioneer Helena residents were

the first to realize the value of a li-
brary in the colorful gold camp which
was mushrooming in Last Chance
gulch in 1868. They were Judge Cor-
nelius Hedges, Col. Wilbur Fiske San-
ders, J. W. Wleitlach and Ben Stickney
Jr., who made up a committee to
solicit subscriptions for a new library
just 70 years ago. Judge Hedges was
chairman of another committee to
draft a constitution, and work up the
organization side of what was later to
be known as the Helena Library as-

Colonel Sanders was named to suc-
ceed Judge Hedges as president of the
board on Jan. 1, 1874, and just eight
days later the library suffered one of
its most severe setbacks.
The historic fire of 1874 totally de-

stroyed the building, which contained
at that time about 25,000 volumes. All
Important record books containing its
history were also consumed.
The library association had many

friends besides those already mentioned
but the original list of subscribers was
burned in the fire and today there is
no official record of the donors.

Starts Over Again
But the pioneers were used to mitt-

fortune and the great fire did not

change their resolve to build a good
library for Helena. On Aug. 24, 1874, the
library association began anew, with
Judge Hedges again chosen as presi-
dent. The figure of Judge Hedges is
interwoven with the history of the li-
brary from its inception to his death,
April 29, 1907, 38 years later, and dur-
,ing all these years his hearty interest
and services increased in behalf of the;
library as an institution.
With the reorganization of the library

George M. Woods was named librarian '
and he served until his resignation,
Nov. 2, 1874, when Miss Lou Gutherie
succeeded him. She was the last li-
brarian of the Helena Library asso-
ciation. A. J. Smith was named presi-
dent of the board in 1877 and D. S.
Wade in 1878.

Second Period in '86
In 1886 came the second period in

the life of the library. The value of
the institution had been demonstrated
and that year the people, by popular
vote, demanded and obtained an in-
stitution maintained by the city With
a one-half mill tax levy and under
city ordinance No. 79, a free public
library was organized May 8, 1886. The
Helena Library association turned over
2,000 books to the newly organized li-
brary association, which reopened Aug.
7, 1886, in the Murphy block. First
trustees of the municipal institution
were W. R. Cullen, president; H. N.
Parchen, Cornelius Hedges, S. C. Ashby,
S. E. Crounse and R. H. Howey. Charles
H. Snell was named the first librarian

and in 1888 was succeeded by Leslie
Sulgrove, who held the position for
four years. In 1892 he resigned and
was succeeded by Frank C. Patten, a
graduate of the New York State Li-
brary school at Albany, and a librarian
of many years experience. At that time
the library occupied the second floor
of the Ashby building.

Program of Expansion
The third and present era was one

of extension, beginning in 1892 under
the guardianship of Librarian Patten.
In that year the library moved into a
larger and better home in the new
building adjacent to the city audi-
torium on Allen street. At this time
there were less than 9,000 volumes but
so rapid was the increase that the li-
brary contained 16,000 books in 1896.
Because of the increased usefulness
and larger numbers of books, it be-
came necessary to remodel the base-
ment floor and add extra space to the
building in April, 1897.
For the next 14 years the library

functioned smoothly but in 1921 the
association found itself in need of
funds and the board of trustees ob-
tained an increase in the tax levy,
bringing it up to one and one-half
mills. The board of trustees who fought
for the increase were Pres. Fred Sanden,
Judge A. J. Horsky, Mrs. F. J. Lange,
the Rev. James F. McNcunee, Dr. 0. M.
Lanstrurn, Mrs. C. B. Nolan and Mayor
John Dryburgh, the city council
member.
The library continued to be housed

In its quarters adjoining the civic
auditorium but after 1930 it became
apparent that the quarters were no
longer large enough to house the col-
lection of books which had increased
to about 65,000.
Quarters were cramped and as the

usefulness of the reference department
increased the library came to be used
more and more by students of Helena
high school, and Carroll and Inter-
mountain colleges. So crowded were
the quarters that it was no longer pos-
sible to adequately care for the thou-
sands of volumes which had accumu-
lated and in December, 1933, through
the generosity of Mrs. Adelaide D.
Child and members of the Unitarian
society, the spacious and beautiful
Unitarian church building on Park
avenue was made available as a library
building. Today a bronze plaque soul-
memorating the building in the mem-
ory of Ellen M. Dean, mother of Mrs.
Child, may be seen on the wall at the
left near the Park avenue entrance to
the building.
And so, during the early winter of

1934, the library moved into its fifth
and most beautiful home, a home
which was a far cry from the first
quarters in 1868 but one which bene-
fited what the early founders must
have dreamed of 70 years ago.
The library had survived a disastrous

fire in 1874 and when two vicious
earthquakes shook the city in 1935,
dealing death and destruction, one of
the first thoughts of many residents
was, "What has happened to the
library?
And they were happy to learn that

almost nothing had happened. The
building stood the shocks remarkably
well; there was little or no damage
to the building and, while books were
tumbled from the shelves inside, there
was no damage to them.

EefLELeCTEwisDtevinPREwlisIDE:Tosen vice
The Montana Association of Insur-

ance Agents elected P. A. Driscoll of
Butte president at the organization's
annual convention in Anaconda. C. R.
Fowler
president and Arnold Huppert of Liv-
ingston was named secretary-treasurer.

NERVOUS?
Do you feel so nervous you want to scream?
Are you cross and irritable? Do you scold
those dearest to you?

If your nerves are on edge and you feel
you need a good general system tonic, try
Lydia F.. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound.
made especially for women.
For over 60 years one woman has told an-

other how to go "smiliag thrill" with reliable
Pinkhanes Compound. It helps nature build
up more physical resistance and thus heaps
calm quivering nerves and lessen discomforts
from annoying symptoms which often ac-
company female functional disorders.
Why not give it a chance to help YOU?
Over one million women have written in

reporting wonderful benefits from Pinkhant's
Compound.

AGE MERCHANT backs up his
assurance of easy winter starting

'd oil economy by OIL- PLATING
your engine...more than an oil change!

Just because this is in print in-
stead of coming direct from Your
Mileage Merchant's lips doesn't
change the fact that he backs
every word personally. How does
he go through with that? By giv-
ing your engine the only 01L
PLATING. That's not mere words;
it's what patented Conoco Germ
Processed oil does.

Activated by an added man-
made compound— added to oil's
best natural qualities— added to
the best refining— exclusiveGerm
Processed oil adds itself direct to
the inner engine surfaces... unites
so thoroughly that working parts
stay constantly OIL-PLATED.
Does the chrome plating on the

bumpers drain down every time
your car stops? Neither does OIL

PLATING in your engine. When
you want to start up again, after
hours of wintry parking—after
nights or even weeks in the cold-
est garage— you'll have ready
lubrication faster than instantly!
— in advance of the _lastest oil-
circulation. For drain-proof OIL-
PLATING has stayed lastingly
plated all the way up, to make
things slide lightly and swiftly
for your starter and battery. That
also tells you why you're rid of
costly starting wear. And OIL-
PLATING stays in as long as you
use Germ Processed oil. The
gauge-stick gives your Mileage
Merchant his strongest backing.

CONOCO GERM PROCESSED OIL
OIL-PLATING GUARANTEED to lubricate before any oil can circulate

/
CONOCO

/


