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Among Other Things Appreciates
Cook, HarlandBy Paul Fugleherg

Families
How 'bout those Poison Pirates?

Congratulations to Coach Jerry
McCullough and his staff and each of
the Pirates. The game Friday night
against Ronan was one of the best
high school games we can recall -
both learns played well . hard, clean
football in a sportsmanlike manner.
Both could walk off the field with their
heads held high. This is the way a
traditional rivalry should he

xxxx

I've got some mis-givings about the
school board decision to charge ad-
mission to school hand and choral
concerts even though it is a nominal
charge. Tradition dies hard. I
guess.. but I'd rather see a free will
offering box for donations instead of a
charge being made

letters to the Editor

Election time coming up next
Tuesday.. .and I'm among those
countless number of Americans who
seem to be disenchanted with the
choices for president. Guess we must
be looking for some kind of superman
and have a hard time realizing that
there really isn't one floating around
able to provide simple solutions to
perplexing political problems. We
still have to rely on human beings to
serve as our elected officials—and all
have their weaknesses along with
their strengths. It probably always
has been that way.. maybe we're just
more aware of our problems and
needs today.

The republic has survived...and it
will again.. if the people maintain
their involvement in the operation of
!heir government. See you at the polls
Tuesday.

Initiative 86 Called "Subtle
Form of Discrimination"
Dear Editor

This information was
obtained from the Mont.
Assn. of School Ad-
ministrators. Initiative 86.
the Income Tax In-
dexation measure,
sounds good on the
surface. It ties the state
income tax brackets.
personal exemptions and
standard deductions to the
national Consumer Price
Index (CPA ) That
means that if the CPI goes
up by 12 percent for the
year, then the state income
tax brackets. personal
exemptions. and standard
deductions all go up t2
percent as well. Doesn't
that sound great!: To
finally be able to keep the
percentage raise that one
is offered without having
some of it gobbled up by
he increased state income
!axes due to being in a high
income tax bracket. More
for us and less for the
state. But let's look closely
at where the state is going
to be shortchanged.
The personal income tax

provides over 40 percent of
Montana's General Fund
revenues with the law
stating that distribution of
these funds is as follows.
64 percent to State General
Fund; 25 percent to
Education: and 11 percent
to Long Term Sinking'
Fund (for construction).
Keep in mind that 25
percent of the personal
income tax goes to
education; specifically,
the Foundation Program.
which is the cornerstone of
the state's method of
financing the local public
schools
The Montana Depart-

ment of Revenue has
estimated that if 12 percent
inflation is in effect for the
next two years. the state
will have $48 4 million
FEWER dollars coming in
over the biennium if 1-86 is
passed this November. If
the Foundation Program
were to receive 25 percent
of this income, then one
can easily see that
education funded at the

state level will be SHORT
$12 million for the next two
years. That's where the
state gets part of its
money Now let's look at
where the state has
traditionally spent its
income.

About 78 percent of all
state income goes to
support just four basic
areas. They are: the
university system: the
institutions: social and
rehabilitation services:
and the school foundation
program. One might say
that to be fair to all when
dealing with a $48.4 million
shortfall in income-
-Let's cut all programs by
he same percent." But a
close examination of the
first three areas men-
tioned above indicates that
they have no other source
of funding than the
legislature and therefore
would not suffer as much
hI the way of cutbacks as
would the school foun-
dation program
There are only three

ways of providing money
to the local school district
once the state income tax
has been received, arid the
basic counts • levy has been
assessed The first is
legislative appropriation.
the second is the state-wide
deficiency levy, and the
third is the local Special
Levy. If the state is going
to be $48 million short in
expected income over the
next biennium, it is likely
that they will try to fund
those areaf that have no
other means of support
first with the dollars that
they do have It is unlikely
'ha the foundation
program can expect much
in :he way of legislative
appropriations with those
conditions in existence.
There is some talk of

enacting some new forms
of :axation to make up the
difference, such as a sales
tax. but that. too, is highly.
unlikely. The stale-wide
deficiency levy has come
under attack from several
sides lately and it's an
unlikely source of large
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amounts of income for the
foundation program. That
leaves the local taxpayer
holding the bag for the
difference
The local taxpayer has

two options, neither of
which are pleasant. He can
vote to increase his
property taxes enough to
make up the $12 million
biennial difference, or he
can vote against the local
levy and watch the quality
school system that has
been established in each
Montana community go
downhill.
The average Montanan

paid a property tax bill
that was 10 percent higher
than the rest of the nation
according to a recent
study. At the same time,
his income taxes were only
2ts percent higher than
others around the country
We may not like the fact
that a higher income
means higher income
taxes, but the "bite" is a
lot less painful than it
would be if Initiative 86 is
passed and we have to dig
up more for property taxes
just to maintain our local
schools. Less income for
the state means more
taxes in some other form to
make up the deficit. Tax
indexation is not the an-
swer to our inflationary
times. Control of wasteful
government spending is a
partial solution and that is
something to tell your
legislator about.

1-86 is a subtle form of
discrimination against
public school education
:hat will end up costing you
more, directly or in-
directly, than the current
method of taxation that we
have. We have no control
of !he (7P1, and yet we are
being asked to blindly tie
our personal income tax
brackets, and our basic
system of funding public
education, to it.
We in Montana should he

proud of the educational
system that we have. It is
rated as one of the best in
he nation for producing
graduates that can com-
pete in today's world. The
heritage that we were
given by others when we
received our education
must not be denied to those
who are school-age now.
Vote against Initiative 86.
The kids of today are
totally dependent on you.

Glennadene Ferrell
Lake Co. Suits . of Schools
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Poison !cos;

Dear Editor:
Poison has had the

misfortune to lose two
professionals and their
families in the past few
weeks, men the com-
munity was fortunate to
have serving us Though I
do not know all the whys
and wherefores of their
leaving, we Polsonites are
the losers.

I am one of many who
have enjoyed the musical
talents of Winston Cook
and his wife. They gave of
those talents generously
Mr. Cook did not confine
his activities to the class
room, but was involved in
many a church service or
community program. Mrs.
Cook was equally generous
in sharing her musical and
dramatic abilities, in
addition to being a part of
the city's business life,
along with membership in
various organizations.
Those of us who have had

the privilege of receiving
medical care from Dr.
John W. Harlan feel a void
without him. We were most
fortunate in having his
surgical skills available. I
speak from personal ex-
perience. His wife, also
involved in the
organizational life of
Poison, had a special
caring touch which added
to the comfort of the
patient whenever she had
contact. The hospital, the
community, and the
citizens are again the
losers.

At least we can wish
them success and hap-
piness in their new
locations.

Elizabeth C. Shipman
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'Organized Confeusion'
Dear Editor

Well! It's election time
again and suddenly we the
voting public are wooed as
to our wise judgment in
electing public servants.

I can't help but recall
President Lincoln's ad-
vice: You can fool all the
people some of the time
and some of the people all
the time - but you can't fool
all the people all the time
I find many folks in the

county wondering why our
Commissioners call public
meetings when it appears
they had their minds made
up before hand for in-
stance County Planning:

I. When an unquestion-
able majority turned out in
protest, commissioners
were not impressed.

II. When over 2700
citizens signed petitions
rejecting present plan and
planner, commissioner's
newspaper article allowed
they were insignificant

III. To show us all what
we need they raised our
taxes to pay for more
county planning next year
Why didn't they stop the
plan publications before
they got into this mess?

A. Claims of ignorance
of contents of plan admits
neglect of supervision of
county planner

B. Admittance of
knowledge of contents
admits support of it. It's a
hard thing to cover up
after spending several
hundred thousand dollars
of tax money on a plan they
now claim they never

Initiative 87 Termed
'Bad Laws by Grocer
Dear Editor:
It's time I spoke out both

as a concerned citizen and
as a grocer. Of course, I
am just a small town
country boy grocer, but
never forget I know how
much groceries have gone
up. And with more ex-
perience in competitive
retailing than most
Americans are old. I am
pretty much assured that
they will continue on up in
an accelerated manner.

Initiative 87, the so
called bottle bill, I per-
sonally promise you will
increase the price of
groceries, not just beer
and pop, but all groceries
Labor is by far our largest
expense In just our small
country stores we would
need a minimum of four
new employees per store
plus full fringes plus 500 to
a 1000 square feet of space.
This is not cheap This
expense must be borne by
the customer, you.
Just onetime let's get off

our philosophic butts and
vote for the poor. Just once
quit talking about helping
minorities and vote for
them Just once help the
working handicapped in
our Receiving Centers
Vote for them and against
Initiative 87 Just once vote
against inflation which is
the worst tax in the
Mission Valley Just once
vole for our frtends and

neighbors. Vote against
Initiative 87.

Bad legislation is had
legislation regardless of
the little good it does
Where the bad far out
weighs the good. and all
he had falls on the people

with little or no defense
against it, it is indeed bad.
Again, vole no on

Initiative 87.
Yours very much

scared of the future.

Leonard C. Moody

intended to use
Flood Plain: At a citizen

called meeting on flood
plain a vast majority of
attendance voted no on
continuance. Com-
missioners continued to
carry on plan as if no
meeting had existed. I
know of no explanation -
just more federal controls,
Taxes: Commissioners

decided to make addition
to court house by use of
federal funds ( (federal
handouts always hring
more federal control.)
People were advised not
one dollar of cost to County
taxpayers. Taxes are taxes
regardless of source. Don't
forget it's still U.S. tax-
payer bill..
Is it any wonder the

public becomes confused,
disgusted. apathetic and
just plain loses faith in
politicians.
However, ( lest ye

forget) this is still America
and (regardless of
politicians) the best
system of government on
this earth. We still have a
VOICE TO VOTE - where
would be be now if citizen
groups had not voiced
opinions this past year?
You still have rights Use

them or lose them as
others have.

Zon Lloyd
Ronan Mt

No. 86 Said to Be the
Most Backed Initiative
Dear Editor:
Amidst the controversy

over the various
initiatives, Larry Williams
of the Montana Tax
Reduction Movement
pointed out that 1-86 is the
moat endorsed initiative on
the ballot

Initiative 86 will adjust
tax brackets. exemptions
and deductions upward by
the amount of inflation so
that inflation will no longer
place ()ricers into higher
paying tax brackets
Initiative 86 is unique,

Williams said. in that it has
had very, very little P2-
position. while the sup-
porters of 1-86 read like a
who's who of political
forces
' 'To us. the most

significant endorsements
of 1-86 were the votes of the
Montana House of
Representatives and the
Montana Senate when they

Award Winning Newspaper/

MONTANA

PRESS 1980
Montana Press kgsociation •sewspaper Contest

THE FLATHEAD Courier
P.O. Box 1091 - Poison, Montana 59860

Telephone 406-883-4391

USPS 199-980

Official like County Newspaper

Paul H. Fugtoborg - Editor and Publisher

A Lake Count., 4ewscatter entered at Poison. Montana. Pomo,
nee as second class matter May 10, 1910 Pubilheil town
Thum/goy at Poison Welting'. by Treasure Slats Publishing Co
Inc Esgabhshed April 1 0 1910 Return' requested.

Second Clan P09199k POO et Poison montane

&Inv-Anson ogles $R noir vow tn 4NY* r.....,Nry roe yaw

eisewnere Foreign rates on regUeSt
Six, month 111M111U111 SUbeCriptiOrIll 54 SO in Lake County S5 50 .
elsewhere with the U S A An copies less then six months will be
charged at 50it each

overwhelmingly, passed
the initiative after
thorough study in the last
session That broad sup-
port was from both
Democrats (01 and
Republicans (68). And, of
course, the over 18,000
people who signed the
initiative to get it on the
ballot show its wide ap-
peal
-We're pleased with the

newspapers that have
supported 1-86, including
the Billings Gazette,
Helena Independent
Record, The Missoulian,
the Butte Sttndard
Bozeman High Country,
the Kalispell Daily In-
terlake. the Shelby
Promoter, and on it

Larry Williams
Ken Nortvedt

Kalispell

Wool Contest
Is Saturday
The District 1 Make It

Yourself With Wool
Contest will be held this
Saturday, November 1
in the Ronan High
School Vocational Build-
ing home ec rooms.
Contestants will arrive

at 9:30 a.m. They will
have lunch on their own
from 11:30 to 12:30 and
return to prepare for
the Fashion Show.
All entrants will be

presented to the public
at the 2 p.m. Fashion
Show. Interested people
are encouraged to at-
tend this event.

Chamber-
(Continued from Page I)
Christensen, Vice
President; Manley,
Secretary-Manager: Lynn
Weaver, Barbara Namen,
Judy Herman, Lamar
Means, Clair Krebsbach,
Jim Cowan and Doug
Wold. Outgoing directors
are Gem Mercer and Tony
Schumacher.

Public Meet
Set Tonight
A public meeting has

been called by Gene
Marcille, Community
Development Director. fly
tonight (Thursday) at
7:30 p.m. to develop a pre -
application for submission
to the Housing and Urban
Development for the Small
Cities Community
Development Blocks Grant
Program
The meeting will be held

at the Cherry Valley grade
school. Citizen par-
ticipation in the planning
and development of the
pre-application is "ex-
tremely important,-
Marcille said, urging input
from as many Poison
residents as possible
Low and moderate in-

come persons and
minorities are especially
urged to attend
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take County Committee
To Elect Ed Argenbright
State Superintendent:

Penny Jarecki Chairman, Poison. John & Lucy Cochran Big Arm Robert De-
schamps, Jr Ronan. Darryl Dupuis Poison Gertrude Ganepy St Ignatius,
Marsha! & Ethel James, Poison Came & Donald Jensen. Elmo. Keith Johnson.
Poison, Carroll Kirk Poison Fred Manley. Poison Lyle Manning. Poison, Jack
8 Lois Mewl, Dayton, Keith 8 Ginny Nelson. Poison Ruth Quigley, Panto, .john
Schile, Poison: Norm Stedje. Ronan. Hazel Tanglin Poison, Anita Taylor,
Finley Point. Jean Turnage. Dick Wollin Poison

Ed A rgenbright is a
competent professional with
20 years experience in
education as a classroom
leacher, principal and
superintendent.

Our children
deserve the best!

Sipe Ed Argenbright!
oksi ro, by IC ergenteger so, stow suceanniereet cower«. win.° Orriorion Treemay.
abg r , Montarn S901.
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