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MINE SOLD AT
SHERIFF
SALE

Iron Mountain Tunnel Goes

Into Hands of Federal

Mining Company—

Two Bidders.

$110,000 PRICE PAID

The passing of the Iron Mountain

Tunnel property into the hands of the

Federal Mining company is marked

with a great deal of satisfaction by the

mining men of this vicinity, who have

every confidence in the ultimate out-

come of this valuable property under

proper management. The Day brothers

have been approached from time to

time in reference to mining interests

in this locality, and perhaps no men in

the mining world are held with more

esteem as to thtir executive ability

than they. Undoubtedly the placing of

the Iron Mountain tunnel property on a

paying basis will lead to the developing

of other properties and this virgin

mining center will come into its own

much faster than it would otherwise.

The sheriff's sale held at the court-

house in Missoula lasliveSaturday was

attended by a large crowd, but there

were only two bidders, Attorney Gray

frorn Coeur d'Alene representing the

Greenoughs, and H. L. Day, president

of the Federal Mining company. Mr.

Gray started the ydding at $70,000;

Mr. Day raised this $5,000. In all 14

offers were made, advancing, usually,

WOW at a time, until Mr. Gray reached

$101,000. Mr. Day then bid $110,000,

and after plenty of time was given for

another offer Day's bid was accepted.

A Protest

Just before the sale opened at 11

o'clock there was a protest filed with

Sheriff Whitaker by Carl Boker, al-

lead owner of- $151,700 of the bonds

under which the Iron Mountain com-

pany has been buried, and John T.

Clarke, owner and holder as agent of

$4,800 worth of the bonds and some

stock, these petitioners asking that the

sale be postponed on the grounds that

the necessary legal steps in connection

with such a receiver's sale had not been

fully complied with. The sheriff, how-

ever, could give no heed to the protest,

having been ordered by the court to

sell the property.

Bit of History

The Iron Mountoin mine is one of

the best known properties in western

Montana. It is a silver-lode producer

from which hundreds of thousands of

dollars were taken during the early

years of its development.

Then there came a time when the

state mining laws compelled the owners

to either construct a double compart-

ment shaft through which to hoist ore

or build a long tunnel. At the prevail-

ing prices for the metal, this could not

be done at a profit and the mine was

closed.
Later the Iron Mountain Tunnel com-

pany was organized by William

Q. Ranft and the property was pur-

chased, being heavily bonded to make

4t possible to carry the deal through.

A Lot of Change

--Since that tiffie there has been $650,-

000 expended in developing the mine,

exclusive of the original price of the
stock, the result being a long tunnel
and mills. During the operations it is
alleged that splendid ore in great quan-
tities has been tapped and that, if the
money were to be had to enable the
present company to make the necessary
repairs in the mill. about $20,000, the
mine could proceed at a profit and
eventually pay out.
But this money was not to be had

and the order of sale was made. The
stockholders, it seems, had no chance
whatever in the deal and the creditors,
including the bondholders, will be lucky
to ever get their money.

J. M. McMillian came up from
county road building near Saltese
Saturday to spend Sunday with his
family, who have already moved
into their new bungalow in Ediell's
addition.

H. S. Magraw and A. T. Hib-
bard of Helena are officially en-
gaged at the courthouse.

A little plan to keep Superior in dark-

ness was perpetrated Tuesday by H.

H. Parsons, attorney for the Iron

Mountain Tunnel, when he 'ordered the

current shut off from the mine to Su-

perior. However, the attempt failed,

as Helmut Schoenfeld succeeded in get-

ting his private power plant into oper-

ation before dark.

PLEASANT
SURPRISE

A surprise party planned and carried

out by the friends and neighbors of

Mrs. Margaret Swanson was a success
in every sense of the word. On return-

ing from the Strand theater Saturday

evening Mrs. Swanson and her escort,

Mr. N. Ives, were confronted with a

house illuminated and profusely dec-

orated with flowers and a reception

committee ready to receive them. The

astonished couple readily fell into the

humor of the self-invited guests and

verily all went as "merrily as a mar-

riage bell." The evening was spent in

playing progressive whist, there being

four tables. A dainty repast was

served, and Mrs. Swanson was pre-

sented with a set of table linen, and a

percolator, besides being the recipient

of many beautiful flowers, this being

her birthday. Those present were:

Mrs. Ole Johnson, Mrs. Guimont, Mr.

and Mrs. A. Reifflin, Mr. and Mrs. Otto

Reifflin, Mrs. 1Pnrly, Mrs. Viche, Mr.

and Mrs. ,Hendriekson, Mr. and Mrs.

Charette and daughter Rose, Mrs. La board, Mrs. Hugh Bovill, and School

Geau, Messrs. Nichols, Eddy, Oulette, Clerk McClelland, as well as the fol-

Ives and Elmore. Prizes were awarded lowing contractors who had submitted

the whist players as follows: Gent's bids: d. H. Finley, George P. Pew,
first prize, box of cigars, Mr.fElmore. J. F. Harrington and Davis Graham of

Ladies' first prize, girdle, Mrs. Hen- Missoula, John Hanson of Wallace,

drjckson. Consolation prizes went to-FChas. Augustine of Superior. Mr.

Mrs. Swanson and Mr. Nichols. Auiustine's bid was found to be the
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SUPERIOR H SCHOOL
CONTRACT LET

Charles Augustine of Superior Award-
ed Contract Although Other

Bidders Claimed His
Bid Illegal.

MISSOULA CONTRACTORS
MAY CAUSE TROUBLE

. The opening of the bids for the erec-

tion-of the new Superior school house,

as per the recent re-advertising, oc-

curred Wednesday afternoon in the

presence of one member of the school

lowest, but owing to a diacrepency in

his certified check, which accompanied

the bid, and its legality being ques-

tioned by the other contractors, nothing

definite was decided upon until there-
turn of the other members of the

school board, A. P. Johnston and .1. M.

McMillan, Saturday.
The contract was then awarded to

Mr. Aagustine, regardless of the re-

monstrance of the other contractors,

who left for Miseoula Sunday after-

noon after stating "That they were

not through with the matter."

GRAHAM ATTORNEY
HEARING REFUTES

CHARGEWilliam B. Graham, charged with

the murder of George Hollis, was given

a preliminary hearing in Justice Frank-
lin's court at 2 p. m. on July 16th.

Charles Hoffman, undersheriff, Dr. L.

P. Botsford and Mrs. Hollis testified

for the prosecution. The defense

offered no testimony. The defendant

was bound over to await the action of

the district court, and upon this pro-

nouncement his attorney, Mr. Whit-

lock of/ Missoula, made a plea that he

be admitted to bail, to which the prose-

cution strenuously objected and the

justice ruled tat the offense with

which Graham is charged is not bail-

able. The prisoner was remanded to

the custody of the sheriff and taken to

the Missoula county jail. His trial will

undoubtedly take place in October.

Court Stenographer Lynde S. Catlin

came up from Missoula and repot

the hearing.

D. M. Anderson of Lob o is visit-
ing a few days with his daughter,
Mrs. C. R. Bullis.

William Bryan of the Gun Met-
als mine was a county seat caller
Monday.

Dr. E. Anguish or Allaerton was
a business caller between trains
Friday.
•

KEESEY ANSWERSTi
CHARGE AGAINST

COMMISSIONE
Referring to my reply to Mr. Hargrave, ss published in the

issue of the Press of July 15th, all no doubt noticed at the

heading the words, "Paid Advertising," which, once more,

fully demonstrates his absurd, not to say base, motives in his

issue of the Press of July 8th. At that time he called upon me

for an explanation in regard to Claim No. 443. My letter of

explanation was duly presented to him in person. He carefully

read the same in my presence and agreed to print it. If he in-

tended to charge therefor, why did he not say so at the time?

He did not mention anything about pay, and the term "Paid

Advertising" is false, as I have not paid him, nor do I intend

to pay until ordered 'so to do by the court's decree. Mr. Har-

grave's action in this particular case only serves to bear out my

former statement, "One of Mr. Hargrave's traits is to publish

part of a thing, which, in itself, may be correct, but taken as

a whole is entirely false." This is his method in personal deal-

ings and equally so in business dealings.
Quoting Hargrave again, you will note that he says: "The

commissioners kept the affair very quiet." This refers to

Claim No. 443. The statement is not true, for the above-

c-\thentioned claim was in full detail and was handled through

the regular channels like any and all claims, and has always

been a matter of public record. We have not published it in

particular any more so than we have any of Mr. Hargrave'i

claims against theacounty.
I would like to very much to have Mr. Hargrave mention a

county in Montana which will compare with Mineral county,

geographically and otherwise. I have been in a few-counties'

in this state, during the past fifteen years, arid feel that I know

whereof I speak. However, Mr. Hargrave should be authority

on points of this kind, as -he has testified in court that he had

lived in fourteen or fifteen different states in as many years.

Mr. Hargrave also accuses the commissioners of being

ignorant of road construction. This I will neither affirm nor

deny—the taxpayers may judge for themselves. Personally I

am willing to stand on the merits of the case. Judging from

Hargrave's criticisms one would infer that he is a past master

in road construction and yet a man whom I doubt has even

seen any of the work in question—but this is his style.
Mr. Hargrave complains about the Martell hill road work.

He claims it is a "cheap job." It is a cheap job insofar as the

*cost goes, but it is a good, substantial piece of road and we are
proud of it. Also, as far as I can learn, he is the only person

who is finding fault with it. Cars are now running daily over
this particular piece of road at a pace of from 12 to 25 miles
per hour. He also states that Mr. Leib would never have
stood for such a job. How about it, Mr. Leib? He also claims

• we are neglecting certain pieces of rout.— Kindly remember
that we are trying to fix the worst pieces of road first, and the
available equipment is not such that we can spread out and do

...„-I.

Mr. Hargrave claims we have built less than five miles of
road at a cost of $4,000 per mile. This is another misstatement
and again demonstrates his haphazard, hit-or-miss method of
getting at the truth. As a matter of fact we have built about

I\

SEVEN MILES of new road and regraded and drained TEN

ADDITIONAL MILES and this does not include the Deep

Creek work, which is not yet completed and covers only about

half a mile. This is extremely heavy and expensive work, cost-

ing about $2,100 to build around the big hill. These figures,

you will note, bring the cost a long way from $4,000.
We have positive proof that we are building cheaper roads

under the present system than by contract, to-wit: The lowest

bid on Martell hill was nearly $1,500, elk(' it actually cost the

county $450. Now, why is Hargrave harping on contract work

under the supervision of the county engineer?
Mr. Taxpayer. have you ever wondered why Mr. Hargrave

is finding so much fault about the minutes of the Commission-

ers' Journal and why they are not in more minute detail? Well,

I will tell you why! Because it is DOLLARS AND CENTS to

him—yes,. and in the taxpayers' money, too. For ex 00

words in the Commissioners' Journal, Mr. Taxpayer, you are

paying Hargrave $1.27, and is many counties, nay in most

counties, they are published free of charge.
Refer to Claim No. 321 published in the last issue of the

Independent. After considering these prices, can you still be-

lieve that Hargrave Ma at heart the interests of the taxpayers

of Mineral county? Why should Mineral county pay this man

$15 for one particular form which we can buy elsewhere for $3?

The commissioners have always given Hargrave a little the

best of every proposition that has affected him, but we have

declined to give him FULL SWAY. It  has been necessary for 
us to tread on-his toes occasionally to keep him within bounds,
hence his bitter attacks upon us. He loves to ajiude to the

commissioners as looting the county treasury b road inspec-

tion, etc. I will state for the interest of everj taxpayer in

the county that we have not in the past made any unnecessary

road expense nor will we in the future. I, as one commis-

sioner, will not allow the expenditure of any money upon im-

portant road improvements until I can consistently consent

thereto and to do so I shall familiarize myself with the exact

conditions existing and at all times take the necessary time in

so doing, for I do not believe in being hasty. Mr. Hargrave,

you may 'have noticed that we have deliberated and carefully

considered every important piece of businesa' which has come

before us, and have not had to reconsider or retract any such.

Mr. Hargrave has stewed and sputtered over his printing

contract; he has had us haled into court twice on the same

matter and in both instances he has lost out. He now comes

back and willing to accept what we held to be right in the first

place, that is 70 per cent of the statutory rate, which is about

equal to the commercial rate for stationery and blanks.

I will confess that it is contrary to my wishes to even think

of replying to Hargrave's attacli s and have been most loath in

undertaking it, but he has persistently goaded me until, in fair-

news to the uieiius AM; bUppVI tel a VI the co •35iLIOC115, I aid

endeavoring to lay before the public the other side of the matter,

which you will find is not entirely wrong, as Mr. Hargrave has

ro persistently stated.
EUGENE KEESEY.

W. L. Hyde States Clearly
His Position Relating
to Grand Jury and

Other Things.

SQUARE DEAL TO ALL

'The following is a copy of letter
mailed Ross Hargrave by County At-
torney W. L. Hyde:

July 19, 1916.
Mr. Ross Hargrave,

Superior, Montana.

Dear Sir:-

I was interested in reading an edi-
torial in the last issue of your paper
entitled, "The Grand Jury." You
state therein as follows:

" * * * Our county attorney
has taken a most decided stand
against this investigation and we
do not believe he should be allowed
to conduct the investigation or the
prosecution should any indictments
be returned, as he has always
shown just where he stood in the
matter. * * *

This letter is to state that you are
entirely misinformed as to my position
regarding a grand jury, or any investi-
gation of crimes being committed in
Mineral county.
How you arrived at your conclusions

regarding this matter is unknown to
me and does not interest me in any
mantle.% The thing I particularly wish
to impress upon your mind and that of
every other person of Mineral county
is, that regardless of any personal
opinion I may have as to the advisabil-
ity of calling a grand jury, or making
any other kind of an investigation of
public crimes, l• have never opposed
the calling of this grand jury and now
that the same is called I am prepared;
and further, I am ready, willing and
determined to make a thorough investi-
gation of all public offices of Mineral
county and of all crimes coming to my
knowledge, properly presentable, and
if such crimes have been committed

there will be no lack of indictments by
reason of the county attcomey's failure
to d his whole duty in the matter, and
If indictments are found you may rest
assured lhat the same will be prose-

cuted vigorously regardless of the posi-
tion of the persons indicted. I propose
to know no friends or enemies in this
investigation. All persons who may be
subject to an investigation may expect
to receive, at my hands, a square deal
-no more, no less.

I hardly thought it necessary to bring

this matter to your attention for the

reason that I have stated my position,„
in a recent letter to the attorney-general
of Montana, a copy of which was
printed in the Mineral Independent of

June 17th. If you did not read it in
that issue, it was read in your presence

at a meeting of some of the taxpayers

of Mineral county held 'on Tuesday,
June 15th, at the Superior school house.

From reading the issues of your

paper -pf-the past two months, I take

it thalifyou have information which will

lead to indictments by a grand jury

and I shall expect you, as a good citi-

zen, to appear sad submit any evidence

in your possession and I can assure

you it will receive earnest and careful

consideration.
Yours truly.

W. L. HYDE,
County Attorney.

SMASH-UP
AT ST. REGIS

St. Regis, July 17 -A rear-end col-

lision occurred here early Saturday

morning, when a Northern Pacific stock

extra, east, struck the rear end of No.

602, a regular through freight standing

on the main line between the yard limit

boards, ditchingf three cars of merchan-

dise and the caboose, which afterwards

caught fire and were completely de-

stroyed.

Rivulet, July 19.-A carload of lum-

ber was received from Iron Mountain

today to commence operations on the

new school house, the contract being

let to Refsnyder 8/ Clark of Superior.


