
NEGOTIATIONS PRODUCE WATER SETTLEMENT 
FOR FORT PECK RESERVATION IN MONTANA

Secretary of the Interior Dan Hodel and Attorney General 
Edwin Meese III announced May 15 an agreement settling water 
claims for the Fort Peck Reservation in Montana -- the third 
major settlement of Indian water claims in the past three years.

“One of the most important things about the compact is that 
it is fair to all of the parties ~  the Indian tribes, state and federal 
governments, and the non-Indian water users,” Meese said “It 
also demonstrates the federal government’s willingness to 
work closely with state and local governments and the tribes to
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perform at an honor celebration from 1-4 p.m. There will 
also be slide presentations and theatre pieces focusing on 
the contem porary American Indian and the stereotypes of 
Indian culture and a look at reservation life.

For m ore information, call Paul M ohrbacher at 612/221- 
9438.

JULY 25-28-119th annual Homecoming Celebration Pow 
Wow, Winnebago, N ebraska Honoring the veterans of the 
Korean con flict A $3 admission will be charged to cover the 
co st of all m eals served  There is free camping and 24-hour 
medical assistance. Among som e of the activities are a 
wilderness run, m ocassin game, hand game, swim m eet and

resolve complex problems and achieve common goals.”
“This compact is a singular achievement in reserved water 

rights negotiations,” Hodel said “It should well serve the Assini- 
boine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation, the state of 
Montana, and the United States. Moreover, the settlement 
occurred without a direct monetary contribution by the federal 
government”

“The departments of Justice and Interior represented the 
federal government in negotiations and approved the settle
ment on May 13 following earlier approval by state and Tribal 
negotiators.

The compact provides that the tribes can consume up to
475.000 acre-feet of surface water annually. While no projects 
will be needed to implement the settlement, a key feature of the 
compact is authority for the tribes to market water off- 
reservation for beneficial use. This will enable the tribes to 
participate in the regional econom y as water development 
occurs. The tribes and the state have agreed to partnership 
arrangements for some water development plans.

The state and tribes also agreed to a jurisdictional arrange
ment for resolution of disputes between reserved and appropri
a t e  water rights.

The compact will be submitted to the Montana Water Court 
for further proceedings before it becom es effective.

Fort Peck Reservation, established in 1873, covers more than
960.000 acres in northeastern Montana Indian lands are 
checkerboarded by non-Indian lands throughout the reservation

INDIAN ORGANIZATION SEEKS 
INDIAN PHOTOGRAPHS

The Association of American Indian Affairs (AAIA) an
nounced recently the need for photographs depicting con
temporary Indian life to be used in nationally distributed 
AAIA publications over the next several years. AAIA is a 
private non-profit organization, designed to assist American 
Indian and Alaska Native communities achieve economic, 
social and civil equality, and defend their rights. AAIA 
Director, Steven Unger said a small fee would be paid for the 
use of photos. For more information write to Ms. Mickey 
Revenaugh, AAIA, 95 Madison Avenue, New York 10016.

(Concludes on page 1 4 )

a horseshoe tournam ent The pow wow grounds are 
located at the Scenic Veterans Park  

For m ore information, write the Winnebago Tribal Office, 
Winnebago, NE 68071, or call 402/878-2272.

JULY 28 - AUGUST 3 -  The 4th National Indian Youth 
Vocational Conference at Northeastern State University in 
Tahlequah, Oklahom a Pre- registration fee is $180 (July 12 
deadline); late registration is $200. Applications must be 
postm arked by July 12. The conference is open to youths 
16-31 years of age. It is hosted by the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma’s employment and training departm ent 

Applications are available at The C har-K oosta
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