
Fellowship deadline extended at PSU
University Park, PA -- The applica

tion deadline for graduate fellowships 
offered to American Indian students 
interested in special education tea
cher training at The Pennsylvania 
State University has been extended 
to July 27, 1985.

The American Indian Special Edu
cation Teacher Training Program was 
established in 1983 with a three-year 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education. Participants receive a 
monthly stipend of about $600 plus 
travel expenses and a remission of 
tuition.

Dr. Anna Gajar, associate professor 
of special education, is director of the 
program, which is affiliated with the

University’s nationally recognized 
Native American Program.

Dr. Gajar says, “The teacher training 
program is designed to prepare 
American Indian studentstoworkwith 
handicapped American Indian chil
dren.” Special seminars on American 
Indian Education are conducted in 
conjunction with the Native American 
Program.

Graduates of the program are quali
fied for the following employment 
opportunities: (a) Teacher of Special 
Education, (b) Special Education 
Program Coordinator and Consultant, 
(c) Special Education Program 
Developer, and (d) Special Education 
positions with the Bureau of Indian

Affairs.
Applications for the fall semester, 

beginning August 1985, are now 
being accepted. Participants will 
receive the master of education 
degree in special education. De
pending on applicant qualifications, 
study will involve a one-year course 
commitment.

For more information, write Dr. Anna 
Gajar, American Indian Special Edu
cation TeacherTraining Program, The 
Pennsylvania State University, 226B 
Moore Building, University Park, PA 
16802 or call the program office at 
(814) 863-2284.
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SUPREME COURT RULES NAVAJOS CAN TAX 
WITHOUT APPROVAL OF INTERIOR

The United States Supreme Court ruled April 16 that the 
Navajo Tribe did not need the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior to impose taxes on companies doing business on 
the reservation.

The court said that neither the federal government nor the 
Tribal government mandated such approval. It also noted 
that the U.S. Indian policy is “ firmly committed to the goad of 
promoting tribal self-government”

The Navajo Tribal Council in 1978 enacted two ordinances 
imposing taxes -  one a possessory interest tax based on the 
value of leasehold interests in Tribal lands and the other a 
business activity tax assessed on receipts from the sale of 
property produced or extracted from the reservation lands 
and from the sale of services on the reservation. The laws 
apply to both Indian and non-Indian businesses.

The Kerr-McGee Corporation which had mineral leases on 
the reservation, challenged the validity of the laws. The 
Federal District Court supported the company’s view; the

Court of Appeals reversed that decision. The Supreme Court 
ruled 8-0 in favor of the tribe. (Justice Powell took no part in 
the consideration or the decision.)

Noting that the Navjos were not organized under the 
Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), the court stated that the IRA 
does not make the Tribal power to tax subject to approval by 
the Secretary or that only those Tribal taxes authorized by 
constitutions written under the IRA are legitimate. It also said 
that the Indian Mineral Leasing Act of 1938 does not require 
the Secretary’ s approval o f Tribal taxes.

Finally, it said that other statues requiring the Secretary5 s 
supervision in other contexts do not indicate that Congress 
has limited the tribe’s authority to tax non-Indians.

The court also reaffirmed the principle cited in its support 
of severance taxes imposed by the Jicarilla Apache, namely, 
that the power to tax members and non-members of the 
tribe alike is an essential attribute of the Tribal self-govern
ment that the federal government is committed to promote.

Unless otherwise noted, the “Elsewhere” articles 
are courtesy of Indian News Notes from Washing
ton, D.C.
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