
BACKWARD GLANCES
What you are about to read is old history being 

passed along as a matter o f interest. DO N OT 
TAKE TH IS TO  BE A CURREN T MOVEMENT
AND DON ’T SEND ANY MONEY!

*

An article we printed an issue or two ago brought 
to mind the following piece o f Tribal history.

The article concerned the denial by the federal 
government o f a Jicarilla Apache woman’s request 
that she be granted her fair share of the Tribe’s total 
wealth.

Once upon a time, a CSK T Council member 
thought the Salish and Kootenai people should be 
allowed to do the same thing.

There’s no date on the letter below, but the fifth 
paragraph’s reference to the Kerr Dam settlement- 
judgment money being worth $6,300 to each 
member might place it in the early 1970’s. Another 
estimate puts the “optional withdrawal” move
ment in the m id-1960’s.

The only other things we know about the letter is 
that it was mailed to off-Reservation Tribal 
members and the effort was unsuccessful.

“Committee for Optional Withdrawal, Flathead 
Indian Reservation, Montana; care of E.W. (Bill) 
Morigeau, East Shore, Poison, Montana 59860.

“This committee feels that any member desiring to 
withdraw their share of the Tribal corporation of the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes in CASH, 
should have that option.

“Tribal resources include Kerr Dam, two feasible 
power sites, four billion feet of merchantable timber,

the Hot Springs bathhouse, Blue Bay enterprise, Kicking 
Horse Skill Center, Tribal water rights, reservoir sites, 
and the Credit Program. Of which we ask for a full 
appraised, and CONVERSION TO CASH, all under the 
rules prescribed by Congress. Distribution of funds 
must be done for any member wishing to WITHDRAW 
with concern for their competence.

“We ask for a REFERENDUM VOTE of each adult 
Tribal member, and request amendments to the 
constitution to provide for FULL distribution to each 
member wishing to WITHDRAW their PRORATA SHARE 
of the money derived from judgement funds and from 
the yield of sale or mortgage of Tribal assets.

“You are urged to SIGN and RETURN the petitions at 
the earliest possible time, so the Secretary of Interior 
can call for the referendum vote.

“The first payment of Judgement money and in
creased rentals from Kerr Dam can be paid this 
summer. Amount of cash for each enrolled member this 
year could total $6,300.

“Your pro-rata share of total assets in the estate 
alone has been set upwards of $35,000.00 EACH--TAX 
FREE, based on the nominal estimated appraised of 
$194,000,000.00.

“Title 25-Chapter 1 - Part 53.5 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations provides that, “Only an eligible Tribal voter 
shall be recognized as a valid collector of signatures to a 
petition.”

“As you know, funds fire required for paper, postage, 
etc., for your committee to carry in this work and we 
urge contribution in any amount Contributions should 
be mailed to: E.W. (Bill) Morigeau, East Shore, Poison, 
Montana

“A receipt will be mailed you immediately.
Sincerely, E.W. (Bill) Morigeau, Committee Member.”
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Vail

Post Office Box 129 
Ronan, Montana 59864 
Phone: (406) 676-2000

Community-owned bank 
Where your business is appreciating 

Our drive-in is open 8 to 5 
The lobby is open 9 to 4 

Monday — Friday
MEMBER FDIC
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