
God, the Great Spirit, and the Constitution
Editor:

Great Spirit: give me the strength to fight the never-ending 
battle against those who would silence me! Those who call 
me names! Those who attack me because of my inner 
strength. Those who call me “heathen” for not believing in 
their God!

I hope that you will print this letter in your paper, as it has 
a lot of meaning to me, as I believe it will and does to so many 
others. I will not disclose where the poem came from.

As a lot of the brothers and sisters back home on the 
Flathead Indian Reservation know, Fm presently in the 
Montana State Prison for the crime of damaging the St 
Ignatius Mission Church, but [are] as of yet unsure why [I did 
this].

I have never been a firm believer of the church or any 
other white man’s God or believing ways. I never will.

I’ve been called a lot of things, even a communist after 
what I did, but if it’s anything better than being a hypocrite, 
more power.

I often wonder about the white man’s ways and their 
beliefs. Some practice what they preach, but also get locked 
behind bars because of it.

You read and see a lot of things nowadays about people 
that follow the white man’s God’s rules, but yet get punished 
for helping other fellow human beings:

Doesn’t the state or federal governments believe in their 
own so-called Ten Commandments that their Great Spirit 
has handed down to them?

I have lost so much for what I did, and have been forgiven.
Would it have made any difference if I had the “Green 

Frog” to pay back for what I did? I believe it would’ve. And I 
believe a lot of you can’t deny that is not a fact

I thank the government for some of the things they gave 
other human beings, the right to do and not get locked up 
for it -  the freedom of speech.

The ch a r -koosta  reserves the right to limit frequent 
writers Unsigned letters will no t  be printed. Names may be 
withheld by request but unsigned letters will be filed and 
forgotten. Opinions expressed on the Letters page(s) do not 
necessarily reflect those of the char-koosta staff, the Tribal 
Council, Tribal employees, or the Tribal membership at large.

1 guess you probably also often wondered if God didn’t 
hand down the Constitution of the United States of America 
before the Ten Commandments?

I’m back behind bars for returning home. But that is for 
now. I shall return home again, and, hopefully, finish what I 
started before, if that is possible. This may sound confusing 
but I believe others are [going through] or have gone 
through what I’m presently going through, realizing what I 
am -  an Indian, and so proud!

Power to the people.
Douglas Matt 

Deer Lodge

Slow down the land buying ____________
Editor:

I’m telling the councilmen to slow down on the land 
buying there. The Tribe should put the money somewhere 
else where we could make more money. What is the land 
doing for us? Somebody up there, give me feedback on this. 

From an upset Tribal member,
Lawrence Adams, Jr.

Worley, ID
P.S. Special thanks to Mickey Pablo. I wish there were more 
like him on the Tribal Council. 1 called him once and he 
called right back.

Glad to see feelings expressed __________
Editor

I am pleased to see the Reservation people finally got a 
chance to express their real feelings on the health issue.

The “latter-day Indian” intellectuals (??) will call this a 
political issue. They always look for easy answers.

The truth is, the voters are fed up with their “cruddy” 
behavior and will prove it in the coming election.

Shay hoy,
Harold W. Mitchell, Jr.

St Ignatius
P.S. Keep up the good work, senior citizens!!

Donations needed for leukemia patient __
Editor:

The friends and family of Shelly Malatare would like to set
(Continues on page eight)
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