
Letters conclude

membership living on the Reservation, it should be very 
apparent who needs the additional income and should 
benefit from the Kerr m oney. . .  the members of the Tribes. 
WE surety have not and cannot benefit from such gross 
mistakes in judgment as bowling alleys, buffalo herds, 
useless unused buildings, and pay raises to someone else’s 
big salary, or our money being “invested” for us in the 
central banking center for all the Indian tribes in New 
Mexico, who loans tens of thousands of our dollars, without 
any idea of who it’s going to or where, only to be swindled 
out of nearly three-and-a-half million dollars or more in the 
end A check with the Kansas City Star newspaper will prove 
this, in view of the large coverage in federal court during the 
past year, in the government and BIA’s attempt to trace and 
recover some of the money.

Now, how can we ALL benefit fairly from the Kerr money? 
Well, first of all, I hope that the Tribal Council has already 
benefited from their past mistakes in business ventures, and 
can learn to spend wisely in the future Since we are to 
receive 9 million dollars per year, to be paid in quarterly 
installments (every three months) in advance, I suggest it 
be distributed fairly in this manner:

Approximate membership is 6,300 /  $9,000,000.00 
equals $1,428.57 per year per member.

$1,428.57 /  4 quarterly installments equals $357.14 
per member share per quarter.
I propose that each and every Tribal member be paid a 

$300.00 per capita out of his $357.14 per member share and 
that the Tribal Council retain the remaining $57.14 from 
each member’s quarterly share to operate and apply for our 
benefit This would give the Council $1,439,928.00 per year 
income, and there is NO reason why they could not operate 
at a handsome profit on nearly a million and a half dollars.

Of course, any increase in the yearly Kerr lease money 
received due to the “Consumer Price Index” clause should 
also be reflected in an increase in our per capitas and the 
Council’s per-member share of the money.

Just a financial “hint” to our Council: a good, solid 
investment like twelve-month or more IRA’s pay very 
excellent interest It would be so refreshing to see you invest 
our money in something solid and profitable for a change!

Barbara Clairmont Howard 
Kansas City, Kansas

For the record, a lot of the Tribes’ money is indeed 
invested in interest-earning bank accounts. That’s one of 
the ways the Tribes earns an income. I don’t know how 
much hard Tribal money has gone into business ventures 
in the past 10 years, but I suspect it’s less than the amount 
that stays in savings each year.

Also, if the Council members were to invest in IRAs, I 
should hope it would be their personal income and not 
corporate income being socked away into Individual 
Retirement Accounts . . .  perhaps the writer meant to say 
“CDs”, which are “certificates of deposit” that pay in
terest depending on how long the investor can keep his or 
her mitts off the money . . .  Editor.
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WE ALL FEEL BETTER 
WHEN WE WORK 

TOGETHER

That’s the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes 
and Lindburg Pharmacy.

That’s our business. 
“Making people feel better.”

|So let us helpyou with your 
prescription needs.

We really appreciate 
the business!

Lindburg Pharmacy 
in Ronan — 676-4220

WBBT1BH 81 
& SUPPLY, I
Garden Store

Tools - Ariens Tillers - Metal Detectors 
Lawnboy Mowers - Garden Seed

1308 Round Butte Road West 
Ronan, Montana 59864
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8 to 8 
M on.-Sat

ST. IGNATIUS

July 1 1 , 1 9 8 5

FRESH BAKED GOODS •  MEATS PRODUCE •  GROCERIES

i]a p LP a lu in lP o |o p iP P lP P p o iP Q iQ P ip p iD P io o ia o ia p | p p | p p ia c ) ia a ip p

C S K T s  C h a r-K o o s ta  N e w s , Pa blo , M T ........................................................................................................Page 9


