
Help for hurtin’ families is availablePublic TV effort 
announces plans
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SKC’s Public Television project, 
which will bring Public Broadcast 
Service to the area, is kicking off its 
fundraising effort Feb. 3 with a 
luncheon for its participants.

The project’s board of directors, 
volunteers and local business people 
will canvass the business community 
and others in and near Ronan and St. 
Ignatius. The solicitation will be 
followed by an awareness campaign, a 
general support and membership 
drive, and a raffle.

The public television project must 
raise $50,120, which is 25% of a 
$145,857 grant from the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Assistance. This one-time cost will pay 
for equipment needed to run the 
station.

In its commitment to education, the 
college has spent time and money for 
this project to bring educational 
documentary and cultural programs 
to the area. The grant was received in 
July of 1986, and if the local match 
amount of money cam be raised by 
early this summer, the station could 
be in operation by this fall. SKC’s time 
limit to match the funds expires July of 
198a

Two transmitters will bring PBS, 
local messages, programming and 
emergency messages to the Ronan 
and St. Ignatius areas. “We plan to 
expand our service area as soon as 
possible,” says Frank Tyro, SKC media 
director. Their five-year plan includes 
three more transmitters to bring the 
PBS signal to more homes. The cost 
for this new equipment may come 
from new grants and/or help from 
those who want to see the coverage 
expanded.

When the station gets underway, 
the yearly operating cost should be 
under $20,000. They hope to generate 
enough money from underwriting and 
a yearly campaign to cover these 
costs. Operating expenses include 
PBS fees, equipment upkeep, video
tape, computer switching fees and 
electricity. The stations will be 
operated by volunteer help from the 
college and community.

SKC’s Board of Trustees was 
responsible for appointing the Public 
TV Board of Directors late last year. 
They are: Tony Incashola, chairper
son; Rob Sand, vice-chairperson; and 
Arleen Brings Yellow, secretary/ 
treasurer. Other board members are

Patti Blomquist 
Char-Koosta News

While there may be controversy 
over how many people in Indian 
Country are hurting because of 
alcohol or drug abuse, everyone 
agrees there are too many.

There’s also agreement that the 
problem is a family and community 
concern, not just the abusing indi
vidual’s.

Here on the Flathead in recent 
years, a lot of attention has been paid 
to the community’s involvement with 
both the problem and its solution -  
although there is no cure for alco
holism, just recovery. It’s been noted 
that even though an alcoholic may 
want to make an effort to not drink, 
family and friends often unintention
ally don’t help. This is called 
“enabling” and paradoxically, it 
happens out of love.

While past efforts dealt with helping 
the alcoholic individual, they didn’t 
begin to address the system that 
enables continued abuse.

Beginning Feb. 9, a new effort will 
deal with families in trouble thanks to 
alcohol, as the Tribal Health Dept 
opens a family treatment center (FTC) 
in the Moiese Valley.

Coordinator Debby Courville said 
the new direction’s hope is to put a

because i

Friends 
Don’t Let 
Friends 

Drive Drunk
Joe Brooks and Rueben Mathias. Tyro 
will coordinate the project with 
direction from the board.

You can help by making a qualified 
tax deductible contribution or pledge. 
“We need your help, even if you can 
only contribute pennies a day,” say 
board members. Call or visit with a 
member of the board or Frank Tyro at 
675-4800 if you have questions.

dent in the alcoholism cycle. While the 
abuser needs specific help to deal with 
his or her disease, so does his family, 
which often helps the abuse continue 
without realizing it, she said.

The center will be home for a week 
to up to 15 people at a time. 
Presentations by staff members and 
local speakers will be geared to 
specific age groups: adults, adoles
cents and young children. Each 
resident will be educated about the 
affects of substance abuse and will be 
counselled individually and in groups 
with other families in residence. The 
parents will also learn some parenting 
skills.

The center will be “a safe place 
where there won’t be blame or 
judgments made,” Courville said. 
'“Alcoholism is generational” and non
abusing family members need to learn 
about how the problem is affecting 
them and their feelings in an effort to 
stop the co-dependency cycle, she 
continued.

A lot of the inspiration for the center 
came from recovering alcoholic 
Cathleen Brooks, Courville said. 
Brooks, who visited the Reservation 
last year, is the author of the booklet, 
“The Secret Everyone Knows”, 
wherein she describes growing up 
with alcoholic parents. Her childhood 
experiences didn’t prevent her from 
becoming an alcoholic herself, 
though, she writes, urging kids to 
make contact with someone they 
trust, to begin working on getting 
themselves healthy.

Children can’t make their parents 
stop drinking, but they can help 
themselves, she stresses, and that’s 
one thing efforts at the family treat
ment center will address, Courville 
noted.

An important thing for people to 
know, she said, is that even if the 
drinker in the family doesn’t quit, it’s 
still possible for other family members 
to be healthy. The family treatment 
center can help those people learn the 
skills for coping and achieving 
wellness, she said. Follow-up care will 
also be offered to help reinforce those 
lessons.

For more information, call Courville 
at 676-2770 in Ronan.
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