
BIA’s divestiture initiatives’ labelled greatest threat since termination era
The latest chapter in the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs’ plan to distance itself 
from Indian affairs concerns 5.9 
million acres of forests owned by 100 
tribes in 23 states.

The BIA calls its newest proposal 
the Forestry Privatization Initiative, 
which means what it sounds like: 
letting the private sector take over the 
management of Tribal timber land. In

addition, the Bureau has scheduled a 
33% cut in its forestry budget, and 
plans to charge tribes an increasing 
amount of administrative fees over 
time, beginning with FY-88, which 
starts Oct. 1, 1987.

At the heart of the proposal appears 
to be the opinion of one Frank Ryan, an 
assistant to BIA head Ross Swimmer. 
Ryan believes the Bureau’s trust

Billy Mills to speak at
Nationally known motivational 

speaker and former Olympic gold 
medalist Billy Mills will be part of the 
4th annual Antoine “Stoney” Curley 
Memorial this Friday in St. Ignatius.

Curley died four years ago at the age 
of 17 as a result of an alcohol-related 
motorcycle accident His family holds a 
memorial and youth conference every 
spring in the hopes that others might 
learn a lesson from his untimely death.

responsibility with regard to Tribal 
forest resources only covers fire and 
insect danger. Why should the BIA 
help tribes make money with their 
resources, he seems to reason.

Tribes with timber, of course, 
strongly oppose the initiative. As with 
Swimmer’s plans to “privatize” its 
education and money management 

(Concludes on page two)

memorial
The day-long event, which is being 

co-organized by the Tribal Health 
Dept., will also include a showing of 
the film, “Children of Denial” , and a 
presentation by counselors Gary 
Acevedo and Norbert Dupuis about 
“The Healing Power of Play -  A New 
Game Plan” . Both dinner and lunch 
will be served at no charge. A 
wardance will cap off the day (see 

(Concludes on page eight)

inin
oo
O'm N  

ON
gs
4? oo S M 
FZ in Z o

-CA
O ca

9

ALCO’s in force; fee temporarily waived
The Tribal Shoreline Protection 

Office would like to advise all residents 
of the Flathead Indian Reservation 
who will be doing work on perennial or 
intermittent streams and natural 
wetlands that they must submit an 
application for a permit through the 
SPO, effective March 1, 1987, before 
commencing work. This is in accor
dance with Tribal Aquatic Lands 
Conservation Ord. 87A ( “ALCO”).

At this time, the Tribal Council has 
temporarily waived the $25.00 ap
plication fee required under the 
ordinance.

Applications may be picked up at 
the Shoreline Office at the Tribal 
Complex in Pablo, or they can be 
mailed upon request. Requests can be 
mailed to the Shoreline Protection 
Office, Box 278, Pablo, MT 59855 (or 
call 675-2700, ext. 368).


