
New group hopes to help the disabled Cookbook’s on the

Charmel Teliier 
Char-Koo&ta News

If you know someone with a 
disability, whether it be a loss of limb 
or a visual impairment, you should tell 
him or her about the Disability Task 
Force and Support Group that has 
come to the Reservation area

A group called SUMMIT will be 
facilitating the project in an effort to 
better meet the needs of the disabled 
population of the Reservation. Ac
cording to June Hermanson, 
SUMMITS Lake County manager, 
SUMMIT is a program that serves the 
physically disabled population with 
peer counseling, equipment loans, 
advocacy, disabled awareness, needs 
assessment and individual living 
evaluations.

Hermanson says the idea for a local 
task force and support group came at 
a Child Study Team meeting last 
December where they were discus
sing issues related to disabilities. She 
said the Tribal Health Department’s 
Helen Camel brought up the need for a 
task force. Hermanson then wrote up 
a resolution for support that was later 
presented to the Tribal Council and 
the Lake County commissioners. Both 
gropus endorsed the idea, and the 
Council extended the Lake County 
limitations to include the entire 
Reservation area.

From page one:

involved by attending the meeting this 
evening on the subject at the Long- 
house in St. Ignatius); Ronan’s high 
school freshmen saw a film and 

’ listened to a dependency counselor 
from Lake Co.; and Charlo’s PTA heard 
a presentation on self-esteem.

I The Task Force has two specific 
topics to address, Hermanson said: (1 ) 
A consumer-oriented support group 
for the variety of disabilities on the 
Reservation -- the group would pro
vide support to the “ care-giver” as 
well as the consumer with group 

¡sharing of experiences; and (2 ) A 
disabilities task force made up of 

' professionals who have contacts with 
medical and financial agencies to aid 
the disabled.

Thus far, the Disabilities Task Force 
has four members: Hermanson, Dick 
Pinsoneault (St. Ignatius), Jessie 
Hardy (Charlo) and Helen Camel 
(Ronan). Hermanson says they will set 
up their initial meeting for the first 
week of April.

She also notes they will be looking 
for volunteers in each community to 
sponsor a support group and for part- 
time drivers to transport disabled 
persons.

What can the general Reservation 
public do to help? “Notify the disabled 
population and anyone with ideas or 
interest in participating,” said 
Hermanson. Any interested person 
disabled or not, can contact 
Hermanson at SUMMITS toll-free 
number, 1-800-843-9655.

back burner

ST. IGNATIUS — The Commodity 
Program is patiently awaiting for 
permission from the state to proceed 
with the printing of its 235-page 
cookbook, reports program manager 
Arlene Templer. Once that is received, 
which will be soon, she hopes, the 
book will be made available free to 
commodity clients.

What else is news at the St. Ignatius 
“ store”? For one thing, Templer said, 
they’ve expanded their home-delivery 
service to Dayton, the Reservation’s 
northern-most town.

For another, the program continues 
to serve more non-Indians than Tribal 
members. A  little more than half of 
their clients are non-Indian, Templer 
said, adding that it’s not a well-known 
fact that eligibility for the program is 
based on income, not Tribal enrol
lment. (Call 745-4115 for more 
details.)

Four girls and four boys were approved for enrollment by 
the Council last month:

Eight NAME SEX BIRTHDATE INDIAN BLOOD

enrolled
CAYE, Gabriel Abraham M 12/31/86

CSKT/OTHER 

75/128 -0-

in DURAN, C layton Tom acio M 12/23/86 15/32 15/64
TERRELL, Jerem iah C layton M 03/07/86 1/4 13/32

February WHITBY, Kara Lee F 09/23/86 1/4 -0-
GARDIPE, Brandy Marie F 09/15/86 355/512 -0-
AULD, Lynnette Rae F 12/24/86 29/32 ' -0-
FISHER, Nathan Law rence M 12/23/86 17/64 • -0-
BIGCRANE, Terra F 07/24/86 1/4 -0-
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Short-handed staff seeks ‘People’ items

Half the Char-Koosta News staff is o ff on maternity leave. While she’s 
gone, we’ll be “making do” by making the editor work twice as hard, 
drafting anyone caught loitering around the print shop, and nagging our 
readers for news, especially “people” news —  graduations, weddings, 
promotions, births. I f  it’s good news, we want to hear about it. Call us a t675- 
2700, ext. 555, o r write: Char-Koosta News, Box 278, Pablo, M T  59855.

Please bear with us, too, if  we’re a little slow in processing subscription 
requests and address changes, and if there seem to be more typos than 
usual
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