
Chief juvenile probation officer Kathy Ross submitted 
the following essay for publication. It was written by a 
young lady who learned a lesson the hard way when 
she found herself in court facing a shoplifting charge. 
Part of her “disposition” (her punishment, in other 
words) was to research the crime and write a paper on 
it.

i _____“So often, ”  Ross said, “juveniles seem to have the

attitude that shoplifting is only a crime against the store. 
They fail to realize that their parent or parents also 
suffer the disappointment and humiliation of their 
child’s actions. I feel this young lady’s story describes 
very accurately the realities and consequences in
volved in such things. . . it’s not a victimless crime. ” 

Here’s the story, in the hopes that other young people 
will read it and think twice:

My Own Story
On December 13,1986,1 was caught shoplifting. Maybe it 

was because I wanted to get something for nothing, or I just 
wanted to see if I could get away with it, but I know that it 
definitely wasn’t worth the risk. Yes, I knew the con
sequences, but I never thought that it could ever happen to 
me. But it did, and it is something I regret.

When 1 was caught, I knew why. And I was scared out of 
my mind. The first thing I thought was, “What is my mom 
going to say about this?”. For one, I knew that shoplifting 
was indeed wrong, and that my mother would not approve, 
but 1 guess those two facts must not have been too 
important to me at the time.

I was asked to follow the manager of the store into the 
back of the store, into the office. I was so nervous and scared 
1 thought I was going to die. And I had a good reason to be 
scared, for I had been caught shoplifting. I was then asked to 
empty my bag, and return everything that 1 had lifted. So I 
did. The officer asked me some questions, and then I told 
him 1 was with my mother. We went to meet her at the clock 
in Southgate Mall. When I saw my mother, 1 began to cry. I 
knew that she couldn’t make the world go away, but I felt so 
bad, 1 needed to cry.

From there, we went into the mall office, and the officer 
wrote me my tickets. But I knew it wasn’t over after we left

the mall. I knew 1 would have to explain to my mother why I 
did what I did. For the life of me, 1 didn’t know exactly why. I 
mean, I knew what I was doing, yet I had money, and I 
definitely didn’t need any of the items 1 lifted. That is one 
day I will never  forget.

Since then, I have been put on probation, and have been 
grounded for three months. My allowance has been kept 
from me in order to pay for the merchandise I stole.

Although I deeply regret everything that has happened, 1 
feel that I deserve the punishment I received. I know that it 
has hurt my mother, whom 1 love dearly and wouldn’t hurt 
in any way intentionally. Shoplifting, to me, now has made a 
whole different impression to me. For I’ve been through it, 
and although 1 didn’t receive the punishment as hard as if I 
were older, or if it were my second time, I have a good- 
enough taste of what it is like to go through it for me.

I heartily doubt that I will ever shoplift again. Now that I 
know what will happen if I was ever to be caught again, that 
is enough to discourage me from doing it again.

Shoplifting is a crime that I think is not worth going 
through all the pain that I caused myself and my mother, or 
the feeling of guilt that I went through. Maybe, by my 
mistake, my friends will see that shoplifting isn’t worth it.

Shoplifting -  the crime that doesn’t pay.

Tribal Court news for Januaiy
Kevin Matt (M): Assault & Battery -  60 days sentence, all but 10 

days suspended, credit for time served, SO days probation.
Evelyn Caye Joseph (F): Disorderly Conduct/Injury to Public 

Property -  30 days sentence, suspended/pay $25 restitution to 
Tribal Court for GlenRose.

Michael Buck (M): D.U.I. (2nd)/Resisting Arrest -  $300 fine, 
30-day sentence, alcohol evaluadon/30 days to serve con
secutively.

Lucy Marie Red Crow (F): Sanitation and Public Health -  30 
days with alcohol counseling.

Frank Tenas (M): Assault & Battery -  60 days with 30 days 
suspended.

Anthony Beavers (M): Assault & Battery -  Dismissed by Tribal 
Court Judge.

Jamie Snourds (F): Disorderly Conduct -  Change of Plea, 30 
days suspended sentence.

Sally Big Beaver (F): Disobedience of Lawful Orders of the 
Court/False Report to Law Enforcement Officers -  90 days 
sentence for both charges, to be served on consecutive weekends. 
(Changed to 90 days’ probation due to doctor’s recommendation 
and request of daughter.)

Ron Clark (M): Disorderly Conduct -  5 days.
Vazzaro Vasco Black Burn (M): Disorderly Conduct -  5 days.
Vergina Peshlakai (F): Liquor Violation -  (Change of plea to 

lesser charge of liquor consumption) 20 days suspended 
sentence & 20 days’ probation.

Jo Lynn Green (F): No Driver’s License/No Proof of In- 
surancc/Exceeding the speed limit of 55 mph at night -  
Dismissed/$50 fine with $25 fine suspended/$35 fine.

Juvenile (F): Contributing to Delinquency of a Minor -  
Ordered to attend the 60-day inpatient treatment center.

James A Craft, Jr. (M): Disobedience to a Court Order -  30-day 
sentence, plus continue previous sentence; when released to 
Sheridan, the remaining sentence will be put on probation.

Oral Big Day (M): Disorderly Conduct -  10 days.
Duane Matt (M): Disorderly Conduct -- 10 days.
Douglas L. Peone (M): Disorderly Conduct -  10 days, to serve 

on weekends consecutively.
Juvenile (M): No Driver’s License/Liquor Violation/ 

Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicle/D.U.I. — $50 fine, $25 
suspended if shows proof within 30 days/2 weekends in jail with 
alcohol assessment by Tribal Heafth/Restitution Ordered/ 
Dismissed, insufficient evidence.

Timothy Gardtoe (M): Assault & Battery/Disobedience to 
Lawful Orders of the Court — Pled not guilty, court date set for 
2/11/87. $500 O.R. bond.

Donald C. Collins (M): Assault & Battery- Pled not guilty, court 
date set for 2/11/87.

Applications for Marriage: Joseph Wheeler and Roberta 
Johnson; Nathan Shourds and Wanda Brandt

Dissolutions of Marriage: Diane Carpentier and Wesley 
Carpentier: Lee Ann Sheridan and Hariy Lozeau; Thomas Louis 
Moran and Katherine Ann Moran; Bryan E. Brazill and Tina Fish.
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