
Want a loan? It takes more them desire and a Tribal i.d.

Editor’s note: Sometimes we feel sorry for ourselves 
here at Char-Koosta News because we think no one 
appreciates all our hard work On occasion, we 
experience this scenario:

TRIBAL MEMBER -  Hey, did you hear the latest about 
so-and-so doing thus-and-such? You should do a story.

US -- We did. It was front-page news three issues ago.
TRIBAL MEMBER - . . .  Oh. __L_________ :

Sometimes we hear the opposite: “Thanks to a story 
in The Char-Koosta, we’re being flooded with re
quests. . . ”, which can be either good news or bad.

To get to the point: In the case o f our March 3 story 
about the Credit Dept., some clarifying facts are in 
order, says program manager Clara Charlo:

There’s more to getting a loan from 
the Tribal Credit Program than 
showing up and saying, “Hi. I’m a 
Tribal member and I have a job and I 
want a $1,500 loan.”

For one thing, the loan approvers 
can’t just take your word for it that you 
have a steady income. You need to 
provide proof such as paycheck stubs.

For another, to be eligible for a loan 
of $1,500, an applicant must be able to 
prove he or she has a good general 
credit history going back three years.

In addition, if a person has messed 
up on a Tribal loan in the past three 
years, he or she has to start from 
scratch again and re-establish a 
reputation ¿is being a good risk.

The loan approver will also be 
checking to see if the applicant has any 
judgements against him on file with 
Tribal Court, or has put up his per 
capita payment as a bond assignment. 

Other points to remember:
• Yours won’t be the only ap

plication needing review the day you 
bring it in. It will take 2-5 days to be 
processed, so don’t expect a check 
immediately.

• Loams are obligations that have to 
be repaid. They’re not a Tribal right, 
but rather a privilege. Letting Credit 
take your per capita payments isn’t 
the same as maldng monthly pay
ments, which is the responsible way of 
fulfilling your end of the contract

Here’s a question to ask yourself 
before attempting to get a $1,500 loan: 
Can I afford—and do 1 really want to be 
so obligated -  to make the $71.00 
(approximate) payment every month 
for two whole years?

Clara Charlo points out that half of 
the about 1,200 current short-term 
loans sire in arrears. That’s 600 people 
who signed a contract to repay their 
loans and then renegged on their 
responsibilities for whatever reason. 
Those 600 people are tying up some 
$186,000 of Tribal funds that, if repaid,

could be used by other Tribal 
members.

In the old days, she said, Credit had 
only to supply the enrollment tech
nician with a list of delinquent people 
in order to take their per capitas. Now, 
there’s a lengthy process that involves 
attorneys and Tribal Court -- the cost 
of which is usually tacked onto the 
original loan amount, if the matter 
goes that far.

This is why they’re so careful to 
verify facts beforehand, she said, and 
why getting a loan isn’t a quick, easy 
process.

The bottom line is that the loan- 
application procedure is set up to 
protect Tribal resources so that 
they’re available for whoever needs 
them... and who will act honorably in 
repaying the funds so someone else 
may benefit.

Tribal loans aren’t a birthright; 
they’re a privilege -- with strings.

Take a class this spring
Salish Kootenai College’s spring 

quarter begins next week with new- 
student registration on March 26. 
Classes will start March 30.

Among the new classes being 
touted in the quarter’s schedule of 
courses are: Hide Tanning, taught by 
Agnes Kenmille, who “may reveal her 
own modern-day tips/secrets” for 
turning animal hides into buckskin; 
Drawing with the Right Side of the 
Brain, with Joan Mason, who will 
teach, among other things, “drawing 
holes” ; Introduction to Horticulture, 
with Pat Hurley; Introduction to 
Hydrology, with Kenn Cartier, who will 
focus on Reservation water sources; 
Dance Theory, Techniques and Pro
duction; and Records Management.

For complete details about all the 
courses offered to the community by 
the Tribal college, tuition costs, 
financial aid and the like, stop by the

r

Pablo campus or call 675-4800.
The 1986-87 scholastic year will end 

with graduation ceremonies on June 6. 
(Details to be announced later.)
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New phone number
The Tribal Operation and 

Maintenance Program in 
Pablo has a new phone 
number: 675-2000.

WIC: Special Supplemental Food Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children 

WIC means health care, supplemental food, and nutrition 
education for Women, Infants, and Children.

WIC is for you if you:
•  are pregnant to six weeks postpartum 

v nursing a baby
_ •  have a child under five years old

•  have an identified nutrition need 
•  meet established income guidelines

•  live in a WIC service area ___
Contact: Tribal Health in Ronan at 6 7 6 -2 7 7 0
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