
MEMORIAL, from page one

(Mills won the 1964 race in the last 
several hundred yards, beating two 
others more favored to win.)

The point is to accept defeat, but 
not failure, he said. One of the men he 
beat in 1964 didn’t lose heart at his 
defeat. He kept on racing and ended 
up setting 12 world records in his next 
15 races.

He had a philosophy, Mills said, that 
helped him to go on. If someone has a 
philosophy to guide him or her as he or 
she works towards a goal, they’ll have 
a weapon against distractions like 
losing control through using alcohol 
or drugs.

He said he personally knew too 
many people who had no visions or 
philosophy who ended up as murder 
or suicide victims, whose deaths were 
tied up with alcohol or drugs.

The Curley family’s sponsorship o* 
the annual memorial was part of theL 
philosophy, he pointed out. They’ve 
acepted defeat, but not failure, or 
they’d put Stoney’s death behind them 
without trying to help others learn a 
lesson from it, he said.

Mills' presentation had been pre- 
ceeded the day before by a free 
showing at the Park Theater in Mission 
of the movie, “ Running Brave” , which 
is based on his life up to and a little 
beyond the 1964 race.

Mills now sells insurance in 
California. He and his wife, Pat, have 
three daughters. In addition to his 
business and family obligations, he 
devotes a lot of time to public 
speaking. He’s also established “Run
ning Strong for American Indian 
Youth” , an organization that was able 
to raise half-a-million dollars last year 
that was used to insulate youth homes 
and buy food and clothing for South 
Dakota’s Indians. Two scholarships 
have also been sponsored.

The Mills presentation took place in 
the middle of the Curley Memorial. 
The first part of the day’s activities 
included a film and participation in 
some unusual games, led by Tribal 
Health counselors Gary Acevedo and 
Norbert Dupuis (see page five).

The event ended with a raffle and 
pow wow. Before that, though, Sonny 
Curley invited people to say a few 
words in memory of anyone they knew 
who had been harmed by alcohol or 
drugs.

One by one, slowly, blinking back 
tears and straining to keep their voices 
from breaking, people spoke: “ My 
mom and dad died from drinking and

Curley Memorial main speaker Billy Mills poses with 
Tribal elders Felicite McDonald (left) and Agnes 
Vanderburg in SL Ignatius.

Below, Ida and Sonny Curley, the parents o f Antoine 
**Stoney” Curley in whose memory the memorial/youth 
conference is held each spring, present Mills with an eagle 
feather.

driving. . . my uncle got drunk find 
killed himself... my step-mother... my 
cousin. . . my brother who’s now 
paralyzed.. . my best friend..

In short, because almost everyone 
in the building was related to 
everyone else one way or 
another, every person

there had been harmed by some kind 
of substance abuse.

Stoney Curley’s family hopes that 
some of the teen-agers in the crowd 
were touched in their hearts £Uid will 

think twice before reaching 
next joint or
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