
news about our people
Burke nominated for scholarship

The Registrar’s Office at Salish Kootenai College in Pablo 
has nominated Sherry Burke for the American Scholarship 
Program of Lansing, Mich.

Burke was chosen March 2 from many possible 
candidates for the nomination, based on her enthusiastic 
attitude towards her education and an unlimited potential in 
the secretarial/data-processing field, according to a college 
spokesperson. Burke is interested in pursuing her education 
beyond the secretarial sciences field, and has chosen 
administration as a possible future goal. She’s been called 
“ an exemplary student” , who completed the fall-1986 
quarter with a 4.0 (straight-A) grade-point average.

Burke is the mother of seven-year-old Brandon and 18- 
month-old Charmel. She’s also the daughter of Rita and 
Darryl Dupuis of Poison.

Leo studies leadership
Former SKC student Renee Pierre Leo is currently taking 

part in a special program designed to help 30 young 
Montana Indian women become community and Tribal 
leaders.

The following news release gives the details:
Thirty young Indian women —15 who attend college and 

15 from area high schools — are halfway through eight 
seminars designed to help them become leaders in their 
tribes and communities.

College women participating from Eastern and their 
home towns are Marlene Anderson, Ashland; Edwina 
Beaumont, Lee Ann Bruised Head, Teri Chapel, Gail Gottlob, 
Elaine Hope, RoAnne Alden Little Light, Gladys Renville, 
Billings; Lea Guardipee and Chrystal Smith, Browning; 
Lynelle Wallace, Helena; Renee Leo, Ronan; and Magdalene 
Medicine Horse, Wyola. Gwen Falls Down and Deborah 
Yarlott, both of Lodge Grass, are attending from Little Big 
Horn College at Crow Agency.

High school women participating are Claudia Rowland, 
Angela White Crane, and Melveen Williamson, St. Labre; 
Meredith Elkshoulder and Gina Sequi, Colstrip; Teri Long 
Fox and Kim Yellowtail, Billings Senior; Jackie Whiteman, 
Billings Central Catholic; Rana Real Bird, Jolene Rides Horse, 
and Princess Stops, Lodge Grass; Sheri Chandler, Plenty 
Coups; and Cher Desjarlais, Neta Old Elk, Nicole Real Bird, 
Kaylene Shane, and Michele Stewart, Hardin.

The program, “ Indian Women of the 90’s and Beyond,” is 
supported by a $38,000 grant from the Women’s Education 
Equity Program of the Federal Department of Education to 
Eastern’s Indian Career Services.

“The object is to provide information on a lot of different 
services so participants can make decisions regarding 
career choices and roles as future leaders,” says 
coordinator Thelma Stiffarm. “Their choices are unlimited: 
they can go into the private sector, into tribal government, 
into teaching. But we want to make it plain that being 
teachers or social workers are not the only roles for Indian 
women today.”

One of the key elements of the series is to provide the 
younger women with role models. Stiffarm, the coordinator, 
not only arranges for successful Indian women to attend the 
seminars, but she is a role model herself. Born on the Fort 
Belknap Reservation and reared at Rocky Boy, she is now a 
lawyer who leads seminars around the country for the 
Falmouth Institute and American Training and Technical

Associates. Her primary subjects are the law of natural 
resources and family law, including child abuse and neglect 
and spouse abuse. She was graduated from high school at 
Haskell Institute and received her bachelor of arts in 
education from the University of Montana and her J.D. from 
the University of New Mexico School of Law. She has also 
worked in natural resources with ARCO and has been 
directly involved in the negotiation of oil, gas and coal 
leases.

What*s a good present for a 
Chinese dignitary7

George DuCharme, he o f trip-to-Chinafame, 
poses with a gift from the Salish and Kootenai 
people: A  buffalo shoulderblade painted with 
the famous Big Medicine white bitffalo. You 
can't see it in this photo, but that's Elizabeth 
Falls on the bone behind the buffalo.


