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fighters responded, although the 
Pablo crew is said to have had matters 
under control before the Ronan 
volunteers were needed. The Poison 
crew was also standing by.

The fire wall separating the ac- 
counting-and-mailroom area (which 
once served as the Council Chambers) 
from the rest of the central building 
also did its job, although flames 
managed to get into the ceiling, 
causing serious smoke damage to the 
Tribal Chairman’s and the executive 
officers’ offices.

Some 120 T ribal and BIA employees 
got an unexpected week’s vacation as 
clean-up crews worked to get the 
mess cleared out. The clean-up in
cluded an ozone treatment that 
amounted to “ high-tech fumigation” 
to get rid of the smoke smell, ac
cording to administrative assistant 
Greg DuMontier. By Thursday, four 
days after the accident, the least- 
damaged Liberty building smelled 
more of soap than smoke.

Early estimates said about $200,000 
worth of damage had been done. As 
clean-up work progressed, though, it 
became apparent that that figure 
might cover only the computers and 
other equipment. The total price tag 
for repair and rebuilding may yet 
reach $1 million, it’s being estimated. 
Everything was covered by insurance.

Only one injury was reported as a 
result of the blaze: Tribal executive 
treasurer Vern Clairmont, one of the 
first Tribal officials called to the scene, 
tripped over a fire hose and broke his 
ankle.

It may take 3-4 months before 
things get back completely to normal, 
DuMontier said. In the meantime, as 
we go to press late March 20, here’s 
the temporary layout of operations:

Tribal Personnel and Natural Re
sources staff, and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, were expected to be called 
back to work by March 23.

The accounting and Credit Program 
staffs have been moved to the Salish 
Kootenai College building trades 
center next door to Joe’s Jiffy Stop. 
(See the box back on page one for 
other Credit news.)

Other main-office staff will be 
operating in the BIA conference room 
just west of the Tribal Council 
Chambers, which were ready for use in 
time for the regularly scheduled 
March 20 Council meeting.

The Tribal attorneys will work out 
of the Burland building.
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TFME workers remove burned files and cabinets. (More on page 6)

As if the fire wasn’t enough of a 
disruption to Tribal operations, 
providing icing on the cake was a very 
wet, windy and persistent snowstorm 
March 18-19 that caused among other 
things, a series of annoying power 
outages and “brown-outs” .

A historical note: The March 14 
blaze was the second time fire struck 
Tribal headquarters. Back in 1972, 
according to former Executive Sec
retary Fred Houle, the main offices 
then located at the old agency in Dixon 
caught fire, the cause of which re
mains unknown, he said. Vern 
Clairmont added that some of the 
documents from that time still smell 
smokey.
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