
Camel volunteers to teach art to little ‘big kids’
Artist-and-student Ken Camel 

heeded the call that the SKC day care 
center was looking for people to come 
in and help broaden their youngsters’ 
horizons by telling stories or teaching 
them something.

Camel meets with the center’s “big 
kids” each Wednesday morning to 
teach them a little about art. The 
ar cc npanying photos show him and a 
current project: a large painting of an 
Indian man providing food for his 
family. Camel said he wanted to paint 
something that went against the 
“Indian as man going to war” 
stereotype.

The painting is particularly in
teresting at the bottom, where a series 
of tepees are decorated with the 
children’s choices of motifs, which 
range from animals (including “Care 
Bears”) to rainbow jewelry. Camel 
said he thought it was interesting that 
no one chose one of many popular, 
aggressive cartoon characters for 
their tepee.

“That’s one of the reasons I like 
visiting here,” he said. “The children’s 
daily happiness and friendliness is 
such a contrast to what’s going on 
outside in the world.”

He plans to use those positive 
feelings, plus the children’s faces, in a 
sign he’s painting for the center with 
the younsters’ lively and sometimes 
funny help.

The day we were invited to drop in 
and take pictures, the kids were 
suggesting various types of fish to be 
in the mural. When Camel cracked a 
plastic box containing a tube of paint 
that was needed to make the fish a 
rainbow trout, a child piped up, “Ooh, 
you broke it! Now you can’t go outside 
to play after lunch,” evidently echoing 
one of the center’s “You better behave 
or. . .” policies.

After he successfully opened a 
second box, though, the young 
disciplinarian allowed as how he was 
now forgiven and could join them later 
on the playground.

★

Camel enlists the aid o f the centers “big kids ”  in figuring 
out the colors on the trout in the painting.

Pictured are (not necessarily in this order) Christopher 
Henman Felicite Miller, Brook Swaney, Heidi Chalmers, Amissa 
Kipp, Tyson McEvoy, Troy Twoteeth, Taliah Rattler; Crystal and 
Kato Matt, and their mom Yolanda; and Camel.
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