
The U.S. census will soon turn 200 years old
Tribes to count noses for Census Bureau in 1990

Alice Solomon tells a story about a 
man whose mother was embarrassed 
by her son's chosen profession. As a 
Census Bureau official, he only did 
"real” work once every ten years, she 
thought.

Solomon, a public awareness 
specialist from Seattle, was in town 
April 15 to spread the news to Tribal 
department heads that the Census 
Bureau does a lot more than count 
noses and get nosy about people’s 
plumbing every ten years.

Her reason for visiting Pablo was 
two-fold: To get Tribal employees 
thinking about the upcoming April 1, 
1990, census early because the CSK 
Tribes is solely in charge of the count 
on the Flathead Reservation; and to 
inform them about the amazing 
amount of data the Bureau has 
collected about Indians and the U.S. in 
general since 1790.

As it did in 1980, the Census Bureau 
will be training and hiring Tribal 
members for the 1990 tally, she said. 
Unlike ten years ago, though, they 
hope to get paychecks out more 
quickly next time. It’s hoped that some 
arrangement can be made to hire 
welfare recipients, too, without im
pacting their subsistance grants, she 
added. A few jobs will also be available 
in Great Falls, she noted.

Another way Indians can get 
involved is by designing a number of 
posters the Bureau wants to com
mission for distribution to reserva
tions across the country. Interested 
artists should write Michael Freeman 
for details (c/o Census — DPLD 
Outreach; FOB 3; Washington, D.C. 
20233), Solomon said.

Among the information the Bureau 
can provide are tables profiling Indian 
tribes (and the general population) 
using almost any criteria a person can 
think of.

Do you want to know how many 
unemployed Indian adults there were 
in 1980 on the Flathead? Or how many 
houses here don’t have decent 
plumbing? Or how many Indian 
veterans of World War I were alive at 
the last census?

How about the ratio of Indian 
women to men? Or what part of the 
country attracts Indian attorneys? Or 
how many Indians own houses worth 
more than $200,000? ( There are two of 
them in Montana, according to a 
Census housing report for the state...)

All of the above data, and much 
more, is available from the Census 
Bureau, Solomon said, in a variety of

forms: printed reports, microfiche, 
computer tapes and maps.

While the population survey is done 
every 10 years, other types of surveys 
are done monthly, quarterly, annually, 
¿ind in years ending with “2” and “7” .

A lot of the information is readily 
available from larger public libraries, 
as well as from the national reference 
branch and 11 branch offices across 
the country.

While the Bureau can provide a lot 
of information about the U.S. pop
ulation, it can’t, and wouldn’t if it 
could, release any information about 
individuals, Solomon said. Only 
numbers are ever revealed, not 
names. Those two Indians in Montana 
with expensive houses, for example, 
can’t be located using any Census 
material because the agency sup
presses any questionnaire answers 
that can be used to identify individual 
people.

Two U.S. presidents have tried to 
get access to sensitive Census data in 
the past, with no luck, as has the U.S. 
Supreme Court, according to the 
booklet, “How the Census Bureau 
Keeps Your Information Strictly 
Confidential” .

Why go through the monumental 
effort it takes to conduct a census of a 
whole nation? Solomon listed 23 
specific reasons, ranging from 
governments’ need to define their 
populations for funding and repre
sentation purposes, to individuals 
needing help tracing their family trees.

A little-used store of data involves 
foreign trade statistics, she pointed 
out. Japan, for example, is very in
terested in Native-American-made
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arts and crafts, yet no one is exploring 
the possibilities of reaching this 
market — a large task that the Census 
Bureau could help with, she said.

Although the actual people
counting isn’t due to commence for 
three years yet, the Bureau’s been 
doing preliminary work on the project 
almost since the 1980 count was 
completed, she said. Two test cen
suses have been finished already, 
while a third is scheduled for this year.

A “dress rehearsal” that will involve 
two reservations in eastern Washing
ton is set for 1988.

Tribal EDA employee Velda Shelby 
has been the local contact person 
since the Tribes first learned that it 
would be in charge of the count within 
the Flathead’s boundaries.

She has a limited number of “ census 
kits” available at her Pablo office for 
interested department heads who 
missed the April 15 meeting, she said.

Salish Kootenai College also has one 
of the kits and can help people with 
census research.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Flathead Post and Pole Yard 

has for sale a 420 John Deere crawler- 
loader; no bucket, no forks; needs 
work. Submit bids by May 13,1987, to: 
Flathead Post and Pole Yard, Box 13 -- 
Star Route, Dixon, MT 59831 (406/ 
246-3591).

Writers welcomed________________
We know there are a number of 

hopeful poets out there, based on the 
letters they write us, asking to share 
their poetry with our readers.

While there was a time we had the 
space to do so, we don’t now. 
However, in the interest of seeing that 
the writers find satisfaction by being 
published SOME’WHERE, we try to 
pass along opportunities offered by 
other publications.

For example, there’s a non-profit 
Native American arts service organ
ization in Arizona called ATLATL that 
welcomes poetry, essays and articles 
for its quarterly newsletter. Because 
it's non-profit, its freelance contrib
utors probably don’t get paid. If that's 
okay by you -  and according to 
Writer's Digest magazine, it’s a wise 
poet who has a day job, too -- here’s 
the address: ATLATL, 402 West 
Roosevelt, Phoenix, AZ 85003.
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