
places to go, things to do
Task force to meet

The next meeting of the Reservation 
Youth Task Force has been set for 1 to 
4 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, at Tribal 
Health in Ronan.

SSA field 'rep' to visif
A field representative from the 

Missoula Social Security Administra
tion office will be on the Reservation 
this month to help people with any 
business they may have with the 
federal aid program. His schedule is:

POLSON -  Wednesday, April 22, 
from 10 a.m. to noon, and from 1 to 3 
p.m., at the senior citizens center at 
504 3rd Ave. East.

RONAN -  Thursday, April 23, from 9 
a.m. to noon, at the senior citizens 
center at 528 Main S.W.

Please bring with you any letters or 
notices you have questions about.

If you’d rather, you can take care of 
some business over the phone by 
using the toll-free number for 
Montana: 1-800-332-7770. You can 
also call the Missoula Office directly at 
721-0455 (to  make an appointment for 
a claim), or 721-0453 (for general 
business).
Head Start pow wow

The Head Start Program’s annual 
“ mini” pow wow will take place this 
year on Friday, April 24, at the St. 
Ignatius community center, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and watch, or don an outfit and 
dance.

Firefighting reminder
Mandatory step-up tests will be 

given to this year’s batch of forest-fire 
fighters on April 22 and 29 at the Fire 
Control warehouse in Ronan. Then, 
basic training for first-year folks will 
commence in St. Ignatius on May 4, 5 
and 6. Questions? Call 676-2550.

MORATORIUM, from page one
sponsoring Montana senator Max 
Baucus, had done before leaving 
Washington, D.C., for the Easter break.

What was billed as a meeting “was 
really a press conference” in disguise, 
according to Salish-Kootenai Tribal 
Chairman Mickey Pablo, who was 
among the ones who declined to stay.

A news release from Melcher’s 
office explains that he felt the 
moratorium was necessary to study 
the effects of various proposed taxes 
(see the story in the April 14 Char- 
Koosta) on everyone involved, Indian
and non-Indian.
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Don't forget the special meeting. . . 
next Monday at 5:30 in St. Ignatius 

See page one for details.

CLEAN-UP DAYS
The Housing Authority has set aside 

all the Saturdays in May for its annual 
spring clean-up effort. To make things 
easier, trucks, garbage bags, rakes, 
etc., will be provided, as will hot dogs, 
pop and other munchies.

A prize will be given to the com
munity that has the best involvement.

“Let’s make this a party and have a 
good time!” noted the April edition of 
tne SKHA newsletter. It all begins at 9 
a.m. following this schedule:

Elmo, Turtle Lake -  May 2
Pablo, Pache -- May 9
Woodcock, St. Ignatius -- May 16
Arlee, Dixon -  May 23.

Indians and apartheid?
Racial separation in South Africa 

AND the United States is the topic of a 
week-long conference this week in 
Missoula at the University of Montana.

“This Burning and Bleeding Land” is 
the name of tne event, which will 
feature discussions, films and an April 
22 run of the play, “ Master Harold. . . 
and the boys” . The discussions are 
free; admission for the films and play 
will be charged.

The seven-day event runs from 
April 20 to April 28, ending with a panel 
discussion comparing apartheid 
(which is a strict policy discriminating 
against South Africa’s Native people) 
and American Indian reservations.

For details, see page A-5 of “The 
Entertainer” in the April 17 Missoulian.

ALSO: The U of M’s UC Gallery is 
showing “Native Spirit Images” 
through April 24.

According to the Great Falls 
Tribune, Melcher also questions 
tribes’ authority to impose taxes at all.

The effect on tribes could be 
counter - productive, he said, to 
reservation economies that are al
ready struggling. He also cited 
concern about non-Tribal members 
being taxed by governments they 
don’t vote for.

Tribal leaders in Great Falls told 
reporters that Melcher’s bill was 
“ unwarranted” and “ ill-conceived” .

Crow Tribal manager Barney Old 
Coyote was credited with asking why 
Melcher didn’t propose a moratorium

Plant society to form
Do you have an interest in saving 

Montana’s native plants? If so, you 
might like to know about a new group 
that’s forming with just that purpose in 
mind.

Early plans include a newsletter that 
will advise readers about gardening 
with native plants, and carry an
nouncements of upcoming herb
aceous events (field trips, lectures, 
wildflower displays, and the like).

For more details, write: The 
Montana Native Plant Society, 
Organizational Committee, Dept, of 
Botany -  Herbarium, Univ. of 
Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.

SBA home-business conference
The federal Small Business Ad

ministration is sponsoring a con
ference at the Sneraton Hotel on 
home-based businesses May 1. Topics 
to be discussed will be zoning, in
surance, licensing, accounting, home 
inspections, and marketing. The cost 
will be $35 per person. The day-long 
event is open to anyone with an 
established home business, or a 
dream to establish one. Details: Call 
the Helena SBA office at 449-5381.

'T. Falls' annual art show
Thompson Falls High School will be 

the site of a spring art fair that will 
feature “ live” art as well as the other 
(still) kind. As near as we can tell, the 
juried show is open to all, but Sanders 
County students are especially invited 
to participate. Details: Barbara 
Mullins, 847-2642, or Erlice Dykstra, 
827-3440.

. . .  and elsewhere . .  .
NOW TO MAY 8: The work of 

Seneca Indian G. Peter Jemison is on 
display at the Museum of the Plains 
Indian in Browning, MT. For more 
information, call 406/338-2230.

APRIL 23-25: Indian Awareness 
Week; Eastern Washington University,

(Concludes on page six)

when the state began assessing taxes 
on natural resources harvested on 
reservations by non-Indian businesses.

No other government finances its 
functions by wholesaling their re
sources as Indians do... Tne U.S. does 
not sell its oil and its gas and its timber 
and its water to run its government, 
but we Indian tribes are expected to 
do that,” he’s quoted as saying in the 
Tribune.
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