
Tribal history project wins trip to Maryland
A group of junior high school Their efforts won them a trip to the 

students from Helena took first place University of Maryland in June, 
in the statewide History Day com- Teacher-adviser Gary Barker said 
petition recently, with a project about he’ll be making arrangements to bring
the Salish-Kootenai Tribes’ consti- the finished winning project to the
tution and present-day organization Reservation in the next month or two. 
( see the April 14 Char-Koosta).

SYEP deadline is May 15
The Summer Youth Employment 

Program of the Tribes is currently 
accepting applications for summer 
employment. The Summer Youth 
Program is an employment program 
for all Native American youth between 
the ages of 14 and 21 who meet JTPA 
income criteria.

Applications and instructions are 
available at all area high schools and 
also can be picked up at the Job 
Training Office, located in the Family 
Assistance Division building in Ronan.
All interested youth are encouraged to 
return the completed applications to

the Job Training Office by the 
DEADLINE DATE OF MAY 15, 1987.

Workshops for the Summer Youth 
Employment Program will be con
ducted at various locations to explain 
the operation of the program, selec
tion procedures, how to secure a job, 
perform on the job, and keep a job. 
These workshops fire a requirement 
for placement with the program. The 
workshop schedule will be announced 
at a later date.

Direct questions to 675-3500.

FISHING, from page one
frustrate our ongoing discussions with 
the State of Montana on Ordinance 
44D. Based on our discussions with 
representatives from the State of 
Montana, including Governor 
Schwinden and Jim Flynn, director of 
the Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks, we have reason to 
believe that the State of Montana also 
desires to proceed with these ongoing 
discussions. They also view Lake 
County’s action today as untimely and 
potentially harmful to ongoing dis
cussions. There will be plenty of time 
for lawsuits and appeals on Ordinance 
44D — if needed. But until the Tribes 
are convinced that an amicable 
resolution of this issue cannot be 
found, the Tribes will continue to work 
towards mutual understanding and 
dialogue, rather than litigation.

“ It is for these reasons that the 
Tribes are issuing complimentary 
fishing permits today rather than 
Tribal citations. We offer these 
permits in the spirit of cooperation 
and look forward to the ongoing 
discussions with the State of Montana. 
Good luck fishing,” the Pablo letter 
concluded.

Vice-chairman Ron Therriault 
added a little more insight to the issue 
at a Tribal meeting April 27 in St. 
Ignatius: “ If you’re outnumbered 8-to- 
1, you don’t let the other side choose 
the time and place (fo r a battle). You 
do the choosing,” he said.

Tribal-state negotiations have
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already proven fruitful in two other 
areas. An agreement to jointly manage 
Flathead Lake has been reached, 
Pablo said. Details about similar 
cooperation on the preservation of 
perennial streams are expected to be 
announced sometime later this 
month.

While the April 24 fishing trip failed 
to attract anyone from the Tribes, 
uniformed or not, it did attract 100-125 
non-Indian spectators, some of whom 
were toting cameras and taking notes 
for various area newspapers and TV 
stations.

There’s no word on whether or not 
the commissioners attracted any fish.

The federal government, in the 
person of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
backs the Tribes’ assertion of juris
diction over all fishing and hunting 
within Flathead Reservation boun
daries.

The BlA’s position, notes Flathead 
Agency superintendent Wyman 
Babby, is that “ Ord. 44D is a valid and 
responsible exercise of Tribal 
authority” .

Babby outlined the Bureau’s 
position in a lengthy letter to 
Chairman Pablo written the day of the 
protest. The letter cites five U.S. court 
cases wherein Tribal authority over 
Indian resources, and non-Indians in 
some cases, is affirmed.

The language of one of those cases, 
Montana v. United States (1981), 
states in part.

LIEAP money ran out
Funding for the Low-Income Energy 

Assistance Program’s 1986-87 season 
has been spent. The reduced funding 
level, along with the increased benefit 
levels and participation, used up the 
available funds.

Any bill turned in for payment 
AFTER April 20,1987, will NOT be paid, 
even though service was received 
before April 30,1987. This also applies 
to fuel deliveries.
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“To be sure, Indian tribes retain 
inherent sovereignty to exercise some 
forms of civil jurisdiction over non- 
Indians on the reservation, even on 
non-Indian fee lands. A tribe may 
regulate, through taxation, licensing, 
or other means, the activities of non
members who enter consensual 
relationships with the tribe or its 
members, through commercial 
dealing, contracts, leases, or other 
arrangements. . . a tribe may also 
retain inherent power to exercise civil 
authority over the conduct of non- 
Indians on fee lands within its 
reservation when that conduct 
threatens or has some direct affect on 
the political integrity, the economic 
security, or the health or welfare of the 
tribe.”

Babby points out, too, that another 
case, the well-known Namen case, 
"upheld the Tribes’ power to regulate 
the riparian rights on non-Indians who 
own Reservation land bordering 
Flathead Lake” .
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