
Good turn-out at April 27 meeting

If a straw vote held April 27 had any authority, the Tribes’ 
enrollment policies would be changed right away.

When Council member Fred Matt called for a show of 
hands from people happy with the current system, almost 
no one complied. But when he asked how many of the 80 or 
so in attendence at the St. Ignatius meeting would welcome 
a change, almost everyone signalled “Yes” .

Chuck Tellier said the blood quantum of other tribes 
should be counted for enrollment here.

He suggested, too, that a Reservation-wide task force be 
formed to study the policy and recommend improvements.

Nancy Brown Vaughn said maybe non-enrollable people 
of Salish or Kootenai descent could be issued comp
limentary recreation permits, as two of Lake County’s 
commissioners were (story on page one), which would 
allow split families -- some enrolled, some not -  to at least 
enjoy the outdoors together.

Other speakers outlined the hardships of belonging to 
those split families.

Tellier, long a proponent of the “ an Indian is an Indian 
regardless of Tribal affiliation” idea, pointed out that very 
few, if any, CSKT members can claim “pure” Salish or 
Kootenai blood. He invited everyone to investigate his or her 
family tree to see the variety of blood lines they share.

“The whole idea of humans having pedigrees is em
barrassing,” he said. "No other race has to have one.”

Lucille Otter agreed that other tribes' blood should be 
counted towards enrollment. That’s how the BIA did it 
generations ago anyway, she said.

The whole blood quantum notion isn’t even cultural, 
Cathi Shortman added.

Among the remarks that night that have been heard at 
previous meetings on the subject of enrollment were these 
two: I don’t care about per capitas or hunting, just the 
recreation benefits; and, If you want your kids on the rolls, 
or are interested in the continuance of the tribe, you should 
make it a point to marry another Tribal member.

Council member Ron Therriault answered the first 
remark by saying it wouldn’t be fair to have two kinds of 
Tribal members -  some with full benefits, and some with 
partial benefits.

As far as the second contention goes, it’s one of the more 
emotioned aspects of the controversy. You can’t always help 
who you fall in love with, he said.

It’s up to the people themselves to make any changes, 
Council member Jim Steele said. The people were the ones 
to approve the 'A-blood degree requirement 27 years ago in 
a referendum vote, he reminded.

Therriault invited anyone who was too shy to speak that 
evening to submit a written statement for consideration.

The meeting had been billed as having a two-item agenda. 
When the discussion turned to post-and-pole harvesting, 
though, the crowd thinned out.

The dozen or so who stayed questioned the possibility of 
non-enrolled spouses being allowed to cut posts to support 
their enrolled wives and children.

Tom “ Satch” McDonald said he was disappointed in the 
size of the now-small crowd, but he could understand 
everyone’s frustration. He accused the BIA of trying to end 
the post-and-polers’ lifestyle.

“ I’m in favor of taking posts-and-poles and forestry away 
from the BIA and given back to us,” he said.

Seniors have interesting 
April meeting

The Reservation-wide Senior Citizens Advisory 
Board met April 6 in St. Ignatius, called to order by 
president Rose Evans.

Arlene Templer, director of the Tribes’ Elderly 
Indian Program, was present and had a number of 
interesting things to report.

First, she emphasized that wakes take pre
cedence over all other activities at the Arlee 
Seniors’ center.

The Tribal Council allocates $100 for each wake 
held at the center which can be reprogrammed in to 
the center’s operations budget to be used for 
professional cleaning services if desired, she 
noted.

Second, she said that some $3,700 in carry-over 
funds was due to be reprogrammed into the 
centers’ budgets. She’s also applying for a one
time-only $19,000 Title VI grant, which became 
available as the result of a funding-cycle change. 
She suggested that the centers make up a “wish 
list” as soon as possible for submitting to the Tribal 
Council on May 1.

Other topics discussed were:
•  A new van will be purchased soon, pending 

state approval. A state grant will pay for 80% of its 
cost. The remainder will come from the $19,000 
grant mentioned earlier. The old van is due to be 
repaired, too. Fares from the van’s use go back into 
the senior’s van fund, Templer added.

•  Hot Springs is a little closer to getting a new 
center. HUD has money to build one and there’s 
land readily available. Templer said she’ll be 
discussing the topic with the Tribal Council in the 
near future.

•  A grant to fund a summer lunch program has 
been submitted. If approved, a cook will be hired for 
alternate days.

•  Some of the seniors present complained that 
no one from the Council or Tribal Health (except 
those taking blood pressures) ever shows up at the 
centers. Templer said she’s from THD and she 
always attends the seniors’ meeting. THD’s Elderly 
Assistance Program liaison Pat Pierre tries to 
attend often, too, she said.

It was suggested that the seniors meet with the 
Council as a group to discuss these and other 
issues.

Board president Evans asked Templer for in
formation about the EAP budget, and was referred 
to Carla Tanner at Tribal Health.

It was also reported that anyone needing a 
homemaker should contact Kathy Hamel and Pat 
Pierre.

The next meeting of the board was set for July 7 in 
Ronan following the noon meal.

(Editor’s note: The above article was compiled from 
notes of the April 6 meeting provided by acting secretary 
Emerald Barker, and after consultation with Arlene 
Templer.)
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