
Trip to D.C. was an ‘excellent experience

Rhonda Quequesah, Two Eagle River School, files the following report 
about the trip to Washington, D C., taken by her and three others late ir  
March: n

Off to the big city: Two Eagle teacher George Price 
photographed the four travellers before they took off. Left to right 
are Jackie Quequesah, Rene Kenmille, Lena McLeod and the 
article's author, Rhonda Quequesah. Above right is Lena’s mom, 
Rosemary (shown with the White House dome in the background), 
who went also as chaperone. Below, one o f the 240 pictures they 
brought back — this one o f an Indian display at the Smithsonian.

The Close-Up Program’s purpose is 
to teach high school students about 
the U.S. government and the im
portant issues of the world.

On Sunday, March 22, four students 
from TERS had the opportunity to go 
to Washington, D.C., for the Close-Up 
Program.

The students who worked the 
hardest and raised-the most money 
got to go. Those students were Jackie 
Quequesah, Lena McLeod, Rene 
Kenmille and myself, Rhonda 
Quequesah. Our chaperone was 
Rosemary McLeod.

We arrived at the Washington 
National Airport at about 4:15 p.m. 
Sunday, where we were met by a 
Closd-Up instructor. She took us to 
our bus and we were transferred to 
the Twin Bridges Marriot Hotel.

After unpacking and meeting our 
roomates, who were from Hawaii, we 
ate dinner. An orientation session 
followed.

There were students from Ken
tucky, Hawaii, Ohio and Montana The 
majority of the students came from 
Hawaii.

We met the staff, then were split up 
into 10 different workshops. These 
workshops were where we prepared 
for the following day’s events and 
activities. We also did our own 
activities during this time.

At 11:00 p.m., we were to be in our 
room for roomcheck.

The days in D.C. were long and 
tiring. We did so much in so little time, 
it was amazing.

At first, I felt kind of out of place, 
because altogether there were only 
about 13 or 14 Indian students there, 
but after awhile we all got to know one 
another.

During each'day we had at least 
three seminars. Seminars were when 
we had guest speakers and we asked 
them questions about things we 
wanted to know about their de
partments. For example, during one of 
our seminars, we had a conservative 
person, David Sanders, who believes 
in the public’s views, and a liberal 
person, Martin Stone, who believes in 
the government and environmental 
views.

Questions about the SDI (Strategic 
Defense Initiative), abortion, the 
deficit (money matters), the drinking 
age and capitol punishment (death

penalty), were asked. The two men 
gave their opinions and argued about 
them. They both tried to get us to 
believe the way they felt about thos» 
matters.

On Wednesday, we had Capitol Hill 
Day. We were able to roam around the 
capitol and check things out. We met 
our congressman, Pat Williams, and 
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