
Blackfeet Tribe to host MITYP; May 22 deadline
Channel Tellier 

Char-Koosta News

Attention high school students!The Montana Inter-Tribal Policy Board and the U.S.DA. Forest Service are jointly sponsoring the 1987 Montana Inter-Tribal Youth Prac- ticum (MITYP) June 6 -13  and they invite you to apply.This week-long learning session is being hosted by the Blackfeet Tribe and will be held at the Blackfeet Boarding School Campus near Browning. Coordinators are Harold Dusty Bull (host tribe) and Ira Jones (Forest Service).The theme of the practicum is “Tribal Government and Natural Resource Management.” “Please understand that while there is much time for social activity, there is also a great deal of work throughout the week,” say the coordinators. “Specifically, you will develop a better understanding of Tribal government and how it functions and you will develop a sense of how and why natural resource concerns are increasingly important to Tribal governments.”In the early seventies, very little was being done to educate Indian youth in the operations of Tribal government and its relationship with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the state government. MITYP, formerly known as MIYP and ITYP, was developed by Indian educators who saw a need to make Indian youth aware of the additional 'two governmental entities that were not addressed in the student state programs such as the Montana American Legion’s Boys’ and Girls’1 State Program.
In 1973, the first practicum was held at the Eastern Montana College campus in Billings. The practicum continued to be held on college campuses until 1978, when it was moved to Indian reservations due to greater Tribal involvementAlthough the coordination and sponsorships have changed, the original structure of the practicum in general has remained the same. The major addition to the practicum’s curriculum has been the Mystic Mountain exercise, which is designed as part of the USFS Northern Region’s Native American Program. This exercise exposes Indian youth to the challenges of managing resources and protecting cultures.

C S K T s  Chor-Koosto New s, Poblo, M T _

The Montana Inter-Tribal Youth Practicum can be a practical educational program that will provide our Indian youth with the knowledge of Tribal governments, natural resources, and issues and concerns facing Indian tribes. This learning experience can prepare our Indian youth for the future, and give students an opportunity to meet new friends and associations that will endure a lifetime.In addition to the Mystic Mountain exercise, the tentative agenda lists such activities as: recreation, movies, cultural activities, field trips, talent show, dance, buffalo feed, award presentation, pow wow, Sunday church service and ample security and chaperones. Guest speakers will be provided by the Blackfeet Business Council, the BIA, the Montana Inter- Tribal Policy Board, the USDA Forest Service, with participation from the Montana Indian Education Association, the University of Montana, Montana State University and the Blackfeet Community College.A Practicum Princess, Chief and runners-up will be chosen during the event by student selection and staff recommendation. The students selected for Princess and Chief will receive scholarships and the runners- up will receive cash awards.Interested students can obtain an application from their school counselor, or by contacting Bev Morigeau at Two Eagle River School, 246-3598. Morigeau would like to have all applications turned in by May 22.

American Indian Scholarships 
(AIS) of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
has been awarded $1,750,000 by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 
administer the second year of a two- 
year contract for American Indian 
graduate education. AIS serves 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
graduate students throughout the 
United States.

Lorraine Edmo, executive director 
of AIS stated: “We are pleased that 
Congress allocated the $1.75 
million for FY 1987. However, this 
figure represents a decrease of 
$100,000 over FY 1986. We will 
probably be able to serve the same 
number of students as we did last 
year, although no allowance was 
made for rising tuition and fees costs
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Young summer workers 
need Social Security card

Although it takes less time to get a Social 
Security card than it took several years 
ago, young people planning to work this 
summer should apply for their Social 
Security card beforehand. Many em
ployers will not hire an applicant who does 
not have a Social Security number and he 
or she could lose out on the job while 
waiting for one.

It takes an average of 11 days to get a 
new Social Security card or a replacement 
card if a person has lost the old one.

Certain proofs are required in order to 
get a Social Security card or a replacement. People must provide evidence of age, identity, and U.S. citizenship or lawful alien status to get a card. In addition, if they are 18 or over, they must apply for the number in person at the Social Security office.

Generally, U.S. citizens need two 
documents — one to prove age and 
citizenship and another to prove identity. 
The best proof of age and U.S. citizenship is 
a public birth certificate that shows the 
date and place of birth recorded before 
age 5. Other documents that can be used 
to prove age and U.S. citizenship include 
church records, certificates of naturaliza
tion, and U.S. passports.

The documents used to get a Social 
Security number must be original or 
copies certified by the agency which 
issued them. They will be returned.

For more information, call the Missoula 
SSA office at 329-3444, or the Kalispell 
office, 755-5065.

at most colleges and universities. I 
am concerned that the BIA has re
quested even less money for FY 
1988.”

In its recommendations to Cong
ress for the 1988 fiscal year, the BIA 
has proposed to cut the graduate 
program to $1.5 million. “We are 
optimistic,” Ms. Edmo added, “that 
Congress will increase the BIA’s 
recommended amount and appro
priate $1.9 million in the FY ’88 
budget for increased support of the 
Indian graduate program. Indian 
tribes and Alaska Native com
munities need their members 
educated at the graduate level in 
business, education, medicine, law, 
social work and many other areas 
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NEW MEXICO FIRM TO ADMINISTER BIA GRADUATE FUNDS


