
The Letters Page
‘Sick and tired’ of criticism

(Editor’s note: A ll o f the local papers in the last several weeks 
have been full o f letters and editorials criticizing the Tribes for a 
variety o f reasons. The following letter was submitted to one o f 
those papers, and is reprinted here with the author's permission.)

This letter is in response to all the criticism the CS & K Tribal 
Council has been receiving. 1 am getting sick and tired of all the 
crying around the white public is doing about the Tribes asserting 
its power over OUR Reservation.

Sure, we are a minority group within our own rez, but it’s not due 
to our doing. We did not open the rez to non-members. No, it was 
greedy whites who found a way to get our farm lands. Did we ask 
for prejudiced people to move here when they knew this was an 
Indian Reservation? They cry about no representation on OUR 
Tribal government. Did we have representation in them declaring 
the rez open with the Dawes Act? Do the county commissioners 
care about the Tribal constituency of Lake County? Do we see our 
peers sitting on jury duty when our people go before Lake County 
courts? When we try to buy back our land, who cries about losing

the land from the tax rolls? When one reads the [Council] minutes 
it would seem that the only time they recognize the Tribes is when 
it’s time for a donation for a new fire truck, etc.

YES! 1 feel the Tribal members should also think about 
boycotting area businesses who are continually against the Tribes. 
It would sure get them where it would hurt the most,in their 
pocketbooks!! Anyway, how many Tribal members do you see 
working in any of the area businesses? So more power to the Tribal 
Council. Keep asserting OUR treaty rights and preserve our rez, 
not only for me but my children’s children.

YEP, the Tribal Council is still astute in public relations and has 
political savvy in my books. I hope they no longer remain dormant 
about issues that involve the Tribes and use their full power to 
insure we remain strong as a Tribal government and reservation.

AJhjsette Kumququkuf 
Pablo
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Letters of opinion should concern topics of general interest to the 

Tribal membership. They should be held to 300 words or less and be 
non-libelous. All letters must be signed and include the author’s

current address. (Names may be withheld by request.) Please, no more 
than one letter per person in any 30-day period. All letters will be 
subject to minor editing to correct any errors in spelling and grammar. 
Lengthy letters may be edited to fit space limitations.

Obituary:
M O L L Y  B IG SA M

ARLEE —  Molly BigSam. 6G, o f 
Arlee, died at St. Patrick Hospital o f 
complications from hepatitis.

She was born March 27, 1927, in 
Browning to Joseph and Isabelle 
Snake Person.

A member o f the Blackfeet Tribe, 
she was very involved in traditional 
activities on the Flathead Reservation, 
and attended pow wows in the United 
States and Canada.

In the late 1940s she married Joseph 
BigSam. They participated in many 
pageants with the Native American 
Studies department at the University o f 
Montana.

He preceded her in death in July 
1964.

On Dec. 20, 1976, she married Andy 
Nomee in Dixon.

Survivors include her husband, 
Andy (Arlee): four sons, Nelson, Bruce, 
Paul and Chad BigSam (a ll o f Arlee); 
five daughters. Peggy BigSam, Mary 
BigSam and Vivian McDonald ( all o f 
Arlee), Ramona Redwood (Grenfell, 
Saskatchewan), and LaVerne BigSam 
(Pablo), a stepson. Albert Nomee 
( Great Falls); two stepdaughters, 
Andrea Nomee (Arlee) and Mary 
Comoutis ( Box Elder); four brothers, 
Edward Heavy Runner (Spokane), 
Kenneth Old Person, Noble Old Person 
und Gene Heavy Runner (a ll o f 
Browning); two sisters, Virginia
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Whitegrass and Hazel Whiteman 
( both o f Browning); 20 grandchildren 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Traditional wake services began 
May 7 at Mrs. BigSam’s home south o f  
Arlee. Funeral mass was celebrated 
May 9 at the Jocko Catholic Church. 
Burial was in the Jocko Catholic 
Cemetery.

Lake County’s three commissioners 
want Missoula County’s commis
sioners to reconsider cooperating 
with the Tribes on land-use planning 
matters.

A letter from the Lake Co. group to 
the Missoula group protested an 
agreement reached last month be
tween the Tribes and Missoula Co. 
that says the Tribes are the proper 
authority for conducting land-use 
planning on some 90 square miles of 
property that is both on the Reser
vation and in Missoula County.

AIS, from page 5
critical to address Tribal needs. We 
URGE Tribal leaders and others who 
recognize the need for support of 
Indian graduate education to make 
their concerns known to their 
congressmen and the BIA.”

Indians interested in applying for 
an AIS fellowship must be: (1) a 
member of a federally-recognized 
tribe; (2) accepted as a full-time 
graduate student at an accredited 
graduate college in the U.S.; and, (3) 
able to document financial need.

The application deadline was April 
15th for the 1987 summer session 
and is June 1st for the 1987-88 
academic year.

“Such a broad statement imposes 
your opinion on Sanders, Flathead and 
Lake counties,’’ wrote the Lake Co. 
officials, chiding the Missoulians for 
not consulting with their northern 
counterparts first.

The Missoula officials, while 
evidently agreeing to meet with the 
elected Lake Co. folks sometime soon, 
believe the not-yet-formal agreement 
does not give up any rights, but merely 
recognizes existing Tribal rights 
protected by current law.

Lake Co. scolds Missoula County for cooperating
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