
af£ c ^ w*—Inews about our people
'  Eneas celebrates ‘first' birthday

By Rick Stripp 
Flathead Courier

Johnny Eneas turned one year old May 10, and his friends 
threw the 43-year-old Elmo man a party.

That is to say, they threw the NEW Johnny Eneas, the one 
who gave up drinking a year ago, a celebration.

Eneas figures he’d been an alcoholic since the time he 
took his first drink, when he was 22 years old. He lost his job 
once due to alcohol and feared last year that he was headed 
for another fall.

The solution to the problem was simple. “1 just quit on my 
own. That was it,” Eneas recalls.

During his year’s sobriety Eneas has had a lot of faith in 
God and in himself that he could put alcohol out of his life for 
good. There was no secret cure, he says, just will-power. 
Plus he started playing a lot of bingo, he added with a grin.

Friends and family around Elmo were there for support, 
too, and about 40 turned out for Sunday’s potluck at 
Koostatah Hall. As a brightly decorated cake was laid out on 
the table, Jerry Nicholai, one of the organizers of the 
celebration, said he hopes it becomes a regular occurance

in the area for people who commit themselves to sobriety.
“I get to feeling better and better every day,” Eneas said. 

He added that it doesn’t bother him now to be with people 
who are drinking alcohol. Eneas has worked for Hilde 
Construction for 10 years and said he enjoys sitting down in 
a bar with his co-workers for a can of pop.

A cousin, Richard Nichols, has gone five months without a 
drink and kids Eneas about breaking his record of 
abstinence. “Yeah, he’s been an influence,” Nichols said.

Eneas said he’s glad to help anyone who really wants to 
quit drinking. “They’ll feel a lot better if they quit.”

Others who have chosen the path of sobriety in recent 
months were also honored Sunday. Johnny’s mother, Mary 
Eneas, and the Lefthand sisters, Teresa, Sara and Harriet, 
were all given Mother’s Day flowers.

A videotape, “The Honor of All,” was shown, too. It tells 
how the Shuswap Indians of Alkali Lake, British Columbia, 
went from near-total alcoholism to 95 percent sobriety in 15 
years. Parts II and III were of the video were shown May 23 at 
Koostatah Hall.

(Article reprinted with permission.)

Carol Ann and Floyd Franklin 
Matt have written to tell us about 
their daughter, Tami Durham’s 
growing fame as a track and field 
star.

The family lives in Spokane, 
where Tami competes for the East 
Valley Knights. She’s such an 
accomplished hurdler and relay 
runner that she’s qualified for the 
annual state high school track 
meet for four years now. The local 
newspaper says she’s her league’s 
“premier hurdler and perhaps its 
best athlete”.

She’ll be graduating from high 
school next month. Her future 
plans are to attend college, and to 
qualify for the U.S. Olympic team.

WE WANT YOUR NEWS
Is there any good family news you'd 

like to share with all your friends and 
relatives, without having to write them 
all the same letter?

Has someone graduated or gotten 
married? Or won an athletic honor, such 
as the young lady to the right here?

We'd like to hear about it. Write us, 
and include a photo if if  s convenient, at: 

Char-Koosta News 
P. 0. Box 278 

Pablo, MT 59855
Tami Durham became Frontier's top hurdler, the EV soph upsetting Sandy Whitlock Saturday.!


