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Shocked at look-out vandalism _________
Fellow Tribal members:

As many of you know there is an early fire season this year. Many 
Forestry personnel are already hard at work. There have already 
been seven local Indian fire-fighting crews dispatched and it is 
only the month of May.

One of Forestry’s main functions is to operate the four active 
look-outs on the Reservation. Imagine the shock every spring 
when a crew goes up to open a look-out to find the doors kicked in 
and the windows all shattered. Not only that, but some people 
actually try to make campfires in the middle of the floors of the 
look-outs. These damages have added up to thousands of dollars 
in repairs over the years.

Now. this may not matter to some of you or you may feel that it

doesn’t concern you, but you are wrong. If last year is any 
indication of the damage fires can do on our Reservation, then it 
does concern all of us. Those look-outs are there for a reason and 
the repairs are time-consuming and costly.

If you are doing this damage, please reconsider. If you know of 
anyone doing this, please discourage these people. If I may remind 
you. this Reservation is all we have left and the forest land is our 
heritage.

If you are reading this, thank you.
Cheryl L. Sheridan 

Arlee
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Obituary:
R O B E R T  R. ‘B O B ’ SN YD E R
HOT SPRINGS —  Robert R. “Bob'' 

Snyder, 34, o f Hot Springs, was found 
dead in his car May 13, near Hot 
Springs.

According to Sanders County 
authorities, the cause o f  death was 
carbon monoxide poisoning and was 
ruled an apparent suicide by county 
Coroner Mark Denke.

Mr. Snyder was born Oct. 1, 1952, in 
St. Ignatius, to Vandall B. and Frances 
Snyder. He moved with his family to 
Kalispell, where he attended schools.

He was a member o f Central Bible 
Church.

On June 23, 1972, he married 
Delores Singleton in Kalispell and they 
made their home in Hot Springs.

He worked in the woods, enjoyed 
hunting and fishing and loved the 
outdoors.

He was a member o f the Tribes.
He was preceded in death by his 

father, Vandall, on Sept. 19, 1965.
Survivors include two sons, Adam 

and Beau Snyder ( both o f Hot 
Springs); his mother, Frances Snyder 
(Eureka); a sister, Judy Loberg 
(Rathdrum, Idaho); two brothers, 
Omar “Denny" Snyder (Hot Springs) 
and Jerry “B ill" Worley (Pablo); his 
grandmother, Judith Markle (Hot 
Springs); and an aunt, Bernice Goode 
(Hot Springs); and several nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral services were May 19 at the 
Hot Springs Presbyterian Church

Burial was at Lone Pine Cemetery 
following the services.

COUNCIL/COUNTY, from page one
the jurisdiction of Tribal Court and a 
government in which they have no 
representation.

Kenmille countered that 44D did 
people a favor, in fact, in that if they 
were charged with a violation, they 
wouldn’t have to go all the way to 
federal court in Billings, as in the past. 
They could take care of the matter in 
Pablo instead.

Speaking to the no-representation 
argument, Ronan councilman Bob 
McCrea pointed out that whenever 
someone travels to another state, he 
or she comes under the jurisdiction of 
another government and laws they 
didn’t help write. That’s the way it is 
with reservations, too, he said.

Also, he noted, everyone on the 
Reservation had a chance to contri
bute to the regulations during a series 
of public meetings held earlier in the 
year.

Ron Therriault, St. Ignatius Council 
member, added another observation: 
People needn’t fear any law anywhere 
unless they plan to be violators.

He went on to say that people 
shouldn’t be afraid of losing their 
rights as individuals because federal

VIOLATIONS, from page three
weapon, and each has to pay a $1,500 
fine.

Each had originally pleaded “ not 
guilty” , but changed their pleas in 
exchange for reduced charges, ac
cording to Chief Tribal Judge Don 
Dupuis. »

law prohibits that, and the Tribes 
acknowledges that it has a government- 
to-government relationship with the 
federal government.

The morning meeting included a 
history lesson or two. Therriault said 
the public doesn’t understand that the 
Reservation was opened to non-Indian 
settlement illegally. This being the case, 
he asked, does that mean Lake County’s 
existence is illegal, too, because it was 
formed from what was then Missoula 
Co. purely to accomodate all the new 
homesteaders?

Pat Lefthand, Poison Council mem
ber, reminded the three commissioners 
that non-Indians’ fishing on the Reser
vation is a privilege, not a right granted 
them by the Tribal government. "I’d 
like to see the whole thing closed, 
myself, until we figure something out,” 
he said.

Harbin said some of his constituents 
are calling him with worries about 
being cited for not obeying the letter of 
the Tribal law because they’re 
confused about what the regulations 
say.

Fred Matt, St. Ignatius, answered 
that those same people probably 
haven’t read the state’s wilderness 
regulations carefully either, but they 
don’t let that interfere with their 
enjoyment of, say, the Bob Marshall 
area. He said he thought many 
people’s hang-up was the fact that44D 
was an Indian law. What they don't 
realize, he said, is that the Tribal 
regulations are in large part “ carbon 
copies of other jurisdictions’ regula
tions, and if anything, where there are 
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