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SAN XAVIER, Ariz. (AP) — Indian 

warriors of the Great Plains once 
shook gourd rattles as they danced for 
power and honor.

Today, the centuries-old steps of 
the gourd dance are followed by some 
Indian veterans of Vietnam.

That dance and other tribal rituals 
may be helping these modern warriors 
fend off post-traumatic stress linked 
to Vietnam, says Thomas Holm, who 
teaches University of Arizona classes 
on Indian policy and on the Vietnam 
War.

Holm, an associate professor of 
political science who was among 
those dancing during the recent 
annual pow wow on the San Xavier 
Indian Reservation, served with the 
U.S. Marine Corps in Vietnam from 
November 1967 to December 1968.

Part Cherokee and part Creek 
Indian, he has been studying Indian 
Vietnam veterans for the 6-year-old 
Vietnam Veterans Inter-tribal As
sociation.

Those who returned from South
east Asia to tribes in which ceremony 
and ritual remain strong seem to have 
had fewer problems adjusting to 
postwar life, he said, citing a survey of 
some 170 Indian veterans.

“As we become more secular as 
Americans, more scientific, we tend to 
scoff at ritual and ceremony as not 
being useful,” said Holm. “Far from 
that, I’m finding that ritual is very, very 
important.”

Rituals honoring veterans, in 
particular, seem to foster a healthier

self-image, he said.
A Winnebago elder, Holm said, once 

explained such ceremonies with these 
words: “We honor our veterans 
because by seeing death on the 
battlefield, they truly know the 
greatness of life.”

The gourd dance originated with the 
Kiowa, a southern plains tribe in which 
the highest status once was achieved 
only through success in warfare.

The gourd dancers were members 
of a Kiowa warrior society, one of 
many such Indian military societies.

Accompanied by the original Kiowa 
songs, the gourd dance today has 
spread to many other tribes, despite 
being nearly stamped out.

“The U.S. had made it a policy to get 
rid of these warrior societies in the 
19th century,” Holm said. “These 
songs were kept alive in individual 
families.

“Then, after World War I, people 
would get together and sing the songs 
but not have the full-fledged cere
monies. After World War II, with all the 
veterans coming back, they started 
doing the dances.”

Another warrior society that 
survived is the Coyote Society of the 
Yaqui Indians of Arizona and Mexico.

A Coyote Society member once told 
Holm that the group took its name out 
of kinship with the animals who are 
“the only ones after the battle who will 
be around to pick up our bones.”

GPO has new publication

The Government Printing Office 
(GPO) has a new tool for re
searchers of Indian history, espe
cially as it deals with U.S. military 
operations. It’s a new publication 
called “Guide to Records in the 
National Archives Related to 
American Indians”, compiled by 
Edward S. Hill. To order, contact 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
GPO, Washington, D.C. 20402.

Benefits booklet
An 83 - page booklet describing 

up-to-date benefits (as of Jan. 1, 
1986) available to veterans can 
be purchased for $1.75 from the 
Consumer Information Center in 
Colorado. Ask for #112R. The 
center’s address is: R. Woods, 
Consumer Info. Center - A, P.O. 
Box 100, Pueblo, CO 81002.

OJT-Apprenticeship 
Benefits Extended

On-The-Job Training and Appren
ticeship benefits have been ex
tended to veterans who participate 
in the VEAP Program while they were 
on active duty.

According to Frank Caldwell, 
“ Recent changes in the law have 
made the OJT-Apprenticeship pro
gram available to veterans who 
entered the service after January 1, 
1977, and who participated in the 
Veterans Educational Assistance 
Program.

“This has been one of the most 
rewarding programs for both the 
veteran and the employer. It allows 
the government to subsidize the 
wages or salary of the veteran while 
he or she is training. Both the 
veteran and the employer profit, as 
the veteran learns a lasting skill and 
the employer gets a trained em
ployee.”

Veterans who are eligible for the 
“old” G.l. Bill still are entitled to 
receive benefits for OJT and ap
prenticeship training.

For further information, call 1 -800- 
332-6125 (statewide), 761-3215 
(Great Falls) or, 442-6839 (Helena 
Area).

A few facts on N ative A m erican Veterans:

Late in 1985, the U.S. Veteran 
Administration released a stat
istical brief on Native American 
veterans. The following was 
taken from that report:

•  About 45 percent of Native 
American vets are under 40 
years old.

•  80.1 percent of all vets 
served during one or more war 
period.

•  26.4 percent served only 
during the Vietnam era, 27.8 
percent were survivors of World 
War II, and 15.2 percent par

ticipated only during the Korean 
conflict.

•  Approximately 36.2 per
cent of the Indian vet population 
had graduated from high school, 
32.4 percent had some college, 
at least; the remaining 31.4 
percent had less than 12 years 
of education.

•  Slightly more than three of 
every four veterans were in the 
labor force on April 1, 1980.

•  The median income for 
veterans who reported income 
activity in 1979 was $11,900.00.

(From Detroit’s Native Sun)
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