
VA approves 12 millionth 
home loan

The articles on this page come from Frank Caldwell, director of the Veterans Administrator (VA) 
Medical and Regional Office Center at Fort Harrison, Montana.

The Veterans Administration is 
guaranteeing its 12-millionth home 
loan this month.

Fort Harrison VA Medical and 
Regional Office Center director 
Frank Caldwell, who administers the 
home loan guaranty program 
throughout Montana, calls it “one of 
the most significant veterans bene
fits ever, for the entire nation as well 
as veterans.”

It began in 1944, when President 
Roosevelt signed the Serviceman’s 
Readjustment Act, a measure de
signed to help returning World War II 
Veterans re-enter and adjust to 
civilian life.

It set off the biggest home con
struction boom in history. Since 
then, the VA has backed home loans 
for veterans totaling morethan$275 
billion.

“ In Montana alone, more than 
34,000 home loans have been 
guaranteed by the VA since the end 
of World War II and the program is 
still going strong,” Caldwell said.

The VA does not make loans 
directly to veterans. It guarantees 
the lender against loss of up to 60 
percent of the loan, with a maximum 
guaranty of $27,500. For many 
lenders, this government guaranty is 
enough to assure low-interest rates 
and no down payment. In January, 
VA lowered its maximum home loan 
interest rate to 8.5 percent, the 
lowest since February 1978. This 
latest trend in falling interest rates is 
the largest and longest sustained 
drop in the 43-year history of the VA 
home loan program.

Veterans interested in learning 
more about their loan guaranty 
eligibility may phone the Fort 
Harrison Regional Office on 1-800- 
332-6125 (Statewide), 761-3215 
(Great Fails), 442-6839 (Helena).
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differences, ours are a little less strict”.

Harbin said the commissioners 
have been especially frustrated 
because the state hasn’t been 
communicating with them very well, 
until just recently.

Kenmille advised them to work with 
the state legislature to address that 
concern. He added that he didn’t

Montana Veterans Cemetery Psychiatric services added

The state of Montana has received 
a $29,234 matching fund grant 
through the Veterans Administra
tion’s Cemetery Grants program.

Director Caldwell said the funds 
are to assist in the establishment of a 
state cemetery for veterans at Fort 
William Henry Harrison, located 5 
miles west of Helena. VA will fund 
fifty percent of the first-phase 
development costs.

The total project would develop 
65.4 acres at Fort Harrison to 
accomodate approximately 52,000 
gravesites. Total construction will be 
in four phases over a period of 16 
years.

“The development of the cemetery 
is very important to the veterans of 
the state of Montana,” Caldwell said. 
“ Up until now, if a veteran wanted to 
be buried in a veterans’ cemetery, it 
would have to take place in another 
state. The closest veterans’ ceme
tery at the present time is located at 
Fort Meade, South Dakota. In a short 
time, Montana veterans will be able 
to be buried in their home state.”

Montana is the 10th state to 
receive funds under the VA’s 
Cemetery Grants program. Under 
the program, VA provides financial 
assistance to states on a 50-50 
matching fund basis to help est
ablish, expand or improve veterans 
cemeteries which are operated and 
maintained by the states as an 
alternative to federal national 
cemeteries.

The Fort Harrison Center has 
established a psychiatry service for 
veterans and their families.

Brian M. Davis, M.D., who recently 
joined the medical staff after ap
proximately 8 years of practice in the 
Helena community, will be chief of 
the newly formed service. He is 
certified by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology.

The primary emphasis of the 
psychiatry service is to provide more 
comprehensive outpatient counsel
ing services to veterans and their 
families. Short-term inpatient 
psychiatric services are also avail
able on a limited basis, and five beds 
have been converted for this pur
pose. Veterans requiring prolonged 
psychiatric treatment will continue 
to be referred to the VA Medical 
Center in Sheridan, Wyoming.

The existing 21 - day inpatient 
Substance Abuse Treatment Ser
vice is being enhanced by the 
addition of a family counseling 
component. Evan Lewis, Ph.D., will 
remain as coordinator of that 
service.

The new psychiatric capability is a 
continuing effort on the part of the 
center to treat more Montana 
veterans in Montana, closer to their 
homes and family.

believe the state had the valley’s best 
interests in mind, the way the Tribal 
and county officials did.

You have to remember, too, he said, 
that while “your ( the commissioners’) 
constituency comes and goes, mine is 
here forever”.

In the end, although the Council 
didn’t act on the commissioners' delav- 
440 suggestion, everyone agreed that 
the meeting was a long-overdue one, 
and both groups extended to the other 
open invitations to meet again on this 
and other matters of common concern.
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