
Conference for worlds native people

Nine off to visit other world-travellers
Charmel Tellier 

Char-Koosta News
Nine representatives from SKC will 

attend the World Conference on 
Indigenous People June 8-13 at the 
University of British Columbia, Van
couver, B.C., as part of a four-credit 
class offered this quarter on Indian 
education.

According to one of the instructors, 
Bob Van Gunten, the conference is 
important because, “It looks at 
indigenous (native) people’s tradi
tional educational systems and how 
they can use the dominant society’s 
educational systems without losing 
their traditional cultural perspective.”

Van Gunten says they chose this 
conference because of its uniqueness 
in the sense that it’s a chance of a 
lifetime to talk to people from all over 
the world. “(Natives of other 
countries) have dealt with and 
accomodated the dominant society 
better them Native Americans have, 
as far as saving the traditional aspects 
of culture and education,” he said.

The Tribal Council agreed to give 
each enrolled member who is at
tending $75, which will cover their 
registration for the conference. The 
group also raised $836 that was kindly 
matched by SKC. Van Gunten also 
noted that the Squamish Tribe has 
provided a place for them to “set up 
camp” at no charge, so the group can 
commute to and from the conference.

Upon their return, the group should 
have plenty to share with the 
Reservation public, says Van Gunten. 
As a requirement of the class, each

student must keep a journal, and the 
group will video-tape the conference. 
The tape will be kept at the Media 
Center for anyone wishing to view it.

Those who are registered to attend 
this conference are: Roy Big Crane 
(co-instructor), Josephine LaDue, 
Mary Antiste, Wayne Lefthand, Kenny 
Camel, Kathy Plante, Terry Roberts, 
Twila Azure and Bob Van Gunten (co 
instructor).

The University of British Columbia 
will be hosting the conference. 
Organizers say it is the first conference 
in history to deal exclusively with 
native education.

The conference is expected to unite 
800 traditional native leaders, in
digenous educators and international 
leaders from 17 countries. Keynote 
addresses, workshops, cultural 
events, exhibits, a film festival and 
traditional feasts will highlight the 
conference. Registration is open to the 
general public.

The conference theme, “Tradition, 
Change and Survival,” will examine 
how traditional native values and 
beliefs can be applied to con
temporary education. Speakers in
clude Thomas Banyacya, a Hopi elder 
and spiritual leader; Salvador 
Palomino Flores, a Peruvian Indian 
leader and lecturer; Hayden Burgess, 
vice-president of the World Council of 
Indigenous Peoples; and John Kim 
Bell, founder of the Canadian Native 
Arts Foundation.

For more information, contact 
Maxine Pape at (604) 251-4844.

LAW and ORDER, from page one
concurrently with the state, but will 
also impede and possibly destroy the 
Tribes’ ability to enforce its civil and 
regulatory powers.” These powers 
were not divested when the Tribal 
government in the 1950’s agreed to let 
the Reservation go under Public Law 
280, Pablo noted.

The final affect of the proposal 
would probably be more tax money 
being spent here. The Pablo letter 
explains:

“In summary, because of the cur
rent serious financial constraints of 
the state, the services lost will 
undoubtably not be replaced. As was 
mentioned before, in order for the 
Tribes to assure the protection of the 
people and its property, the Tribes will 
have to seek retrocession from the 
tribal/state concurrent jurisdiction 
agreement.

In the end, this will end up costing 
the United States far more them the 
money it hopes to save by this 
proposed rule change. Once the 
Tribes are successful in gaining 
retrocession the entire burden of law 
enforcement will again be on the 
Tribes and the federal government.”

The letter ends with the “demand... 
for a full oral/evidenciary hearing” to 
explore the proposed rule change 
further.

Pablo said May 29 that there was no 
date given for implementation of the 
new policy. The Tribes may learn the 
outcome during the upcoming budget 
cycle, he said, when and if no federal 
law enforcement money shows up.
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Weatherization funds available

You may be eligible for weatheri
zation assistance if you are a Tribal 
member, fall within the federal income 
guidelines and have not had any 
weatherization work on your current 
house before. The following are the 
kinds of things that can be done:

•  Insulation
•  Replace all cracked or broken 

glass
•  Caulk windows
•  Install storm windows
•  Weatherstrip doors and windows
•  Replace door thresholds

•  Skirt crawl spaces
•  Replace unrepairable hollow 

core doors
•  Tune and clean furnaces
•  Check wood stove for proper 

installation
•  Insulate hot water tank 
Rentals are eligible with a

landlord/tenant agreement.
I f you think you are eligible, call 675- 

2000 or see Bea Noble at the 
Salish/Kootenai Housing Maintenance 
Building in Pablo.
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