
Teacher Dorothy Felsman (center) waxes the tip o f someone’s sinew so he can 
string beads for a name-tag medallion.

Ryan Smith (left) narrowly misses spearing the hoop. In the old days, he’d 
have gambled on his skills and, in this case, would have lost some livestock or 
money.

Learning a little 
Salish and having 
fun on the way

Story and photos by 
Patti “cwi” Blomquist 
for Char-Koosta News

“Thank you for having this camp. I 
had a lot of fun and I hope they have the 
camp again next summer.”

That was the sentiment shared by 
several dozen grade-school kids at the 
end of last month’s Salish culture camp 
up at Agnes Vanderburg’s Valley Creek 
encampment.

Between 70 and 80 first-through- 
sixth-graders spent a total of ten days at 
camp learning a variety of commands 
and words in Salish in a hands-on way 
called the Total Physical Response 
(TPR) method.

TPR involves teaching words and 
concepts by matching them with action- 
commands and objects, in the hopes that 
the students will make a connection that 
will stick in their minds.

We attended the second of two week- 
long sessions with 30 to 50 fourth-, and 
fifth- and sixth-graders (students from 
the younger grades attended the week 
before).

When they weren’t busy trying to get 
each other to giggle, or inching their 
way towards the creek, the “big little 
kids” were introduced to a set of com
mands and words that related to each 
day’s agenda.

On the first day, for example, they 
heard a variety of animal names as each 
chose one as his or her Indian name for 
the week. Some went beyond the animal 
kingdom, selecting handles such as Two 
Stars or Crazy. One of the camp coordi
nators, Lynn Vanderburg, wore a name 
tag that announced she was Suyapi, 
which translates loosely to mean White 
Person. One young lady, Sunni Bar- 
naby, had her name chosen for her when 
a butterfly touched down on her head.

While each group’s teacher wrote the 
selected names on round pieces of 
leather, the youngsters designed medal
lions for themselves in response to the 
command, “c 1 kwunt ! tins”, which 
means “put the bead on the sinew”.

The second day’s words and phrases 
were huckleberries, bucket, walk, 
gather, pick berries, eat berries and 
stop. That last word was no doubt used 
in the context of, “Hey, stop throwing 
huckleberries at your cousin!”

On Wednesday, the previous day’s 
lessons were reinforced, then followed

with the hearing and repeating of words 
for various games — shinny, duck-and- 
goose, hoop game, stick game— and the 
actions run and hit the ball. A few ani
mal names were reinforced with hand-

signs, too. Then, because it rained that 
day, everyone adjourned to two tepees 
after the vocabulary lesson to play stick 
games, with the team to win two games 
first earning cans of soda pop. —>
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