
Timely reminders for Tribal hunters
As much as it pains us to bring this up — we’ll soon be sliding into 

cooler weather and turning our thoughts to getting ready for winter.
For some of us, this means it’ll be time to start filling the freezer 

with meat for the cold months at year’s end.
The Tribal Fish and Game Dept, would like to call everyone’s 

attention to the following excerpts from the regulations of Ordinance 
44D:

Hunting Regulations: Members
General Regulations
A. The use of a motor or engine propelled boat or watercraft to hunt 

wildlife is lawful only when all motion caused by such motor or 
engine has ceased. A boat motor may be no larger than 15 horsepower 
except on Flathead Lake.

B. Use or aid or airborne craft, snow vehicles, dogs (except the use 
of dogs for hunting migratory waterfowl, upland game birds and 
pheasants), and the use of any set gun, nightscope, radio communica
tion, spotlight, or other similar device for hunting is prohibited.

C. All birds taken on Reservation lands shall be field dressed in 
such a manner as to retain at least one fully feathered wing and one 
foot attached to the body.

D. Grizzly bears (Ursus arctos horribilus) shall not be hunted or 
taken.

E. It is unlawful to hunt black bears (Ursus americanus) when the 
hunt involves bait.

F. Bighorn sheep shall not be hunted or taken.
G. The Ferry Basin area is closed to elk hunting pending further 

population evaluation.
H. Members who wish to engage in trapping or otherwise taking 

furbearing animals must obtain a trapping permit from the Tribe prior 
to commencement of trapping. All traps must be clearly marked with 
the name and address of the owner permanently attached.

I. The Reservation is closed to trapping or otherwise taking wolver
ine (Gulu gulo), Lynx (Felis lynx) and fisher (Martes pennanti).

J. The Reservation is closed to trapping or otherwise taking 
mountain lion (Felis concolor) and bobcat (Felis rufus) pending futher 
study.

K. The Reservation is closed to trapping or otherwise taking wolves 
(Calis lupus).

L. In the event any person traps or takes a restricted species by 
accident or mistake he or she shall bring the carcass and hide to Tribal 
Fish and Game offices for study.

M. Hunters must stop and report at Tribal check stations if a check 
station is on the hunter’s route of travel to or from the hunting area.

N. Waste or sale of meat and sale of antlers in velvet is prohibited. 
Hides may be sold.

O. Steel shot is the only legal load for shotguns.
Off-Reservation Hunting:
A. General. Members may take any animal that is permitted to be 

taken under Tribal and federal law. All on-ReservationTribal restric
tions, seasons and bag limits shall apply to Tribal members who 
engage in off-Reservation treaty hunting activities, with the exception 
of off-Reservation moose. Tribal members engaging in off-Reserva
tion treaty hunting may not do so in the company of non-members.

B. Moose. Tribal members may engage in moose hunting on open 
and unclaimed lands off the Flathead Reservation subject to the 
following conditions.

(1) Tribal members eighteen (18) years or older may obtain an off- 
Reservation moose permit and tag from the Department. A Tribal 
member under the age of eighteen (18) may obtain an off-Reservation 
moose permit and tag from the Department when such request has 
been approved by the Tribal Council at a duly convened Council 
meeting.

(2) A hunter must have his or her Tribal I.D. card and an off- 
Reservation moose permit and tag in his or her possession while hunt
ing or while in possession of moose carcass or parts thereof. A hunter 
may have no more than one such permit and tag in his possession 
unless so authorized by the Tribal Council.

(3) An off-Reservation moose permit shall consist of two parts, as

follows:
(a) A hunt reporting card which shall be mailed or delivered to the 

Department complete with all information requested within Five days 
after a moose is taken; and

(b) A hunt permit.
(4) A hunter shall attach an off-Reservation moose tag to the moose 

carcass immediately upon taking, which tag shall remain attached to 
the carcass until such time as the moose has either been received by 
a professional meat packer for processing or has been delivered to the 
taker’s family or household.

(5) If a hunter desires to take more than one moose in a calendar 
year, or a member younger than eighteen (18) years old wishes to 
obtain a permit and tag, he may present his or her request to the Tribal 
Council at a duly convened Council meeting. The Tribal Council shall 
have the right and power to grant or deny such a request based upon 
cultural or religious practices or need. If such request is granted, the 
Tribal Council shall direct the Department to issue the permit and tag.

C. Members who, while hunting off the Reservation, take and 
secure to their possession any big game or furbearing animal, other 
than moose, may affix a transportation tag to such animal immediately 
upon securing it to their possession. The tag shall remain affixed to the 
wildlife until the carcass or parts thereof reach their final destination, 
at which time the tag shall be sent or delivered to the Department for 
use in conservation practices. Tags can be obtained from the Depart
ment and shall provide space for the taker to write the following in
formation on the tag:

(1) day, month and year of taking
(2) location of taking;
(3) species of animal;
(4) sex of animal;
(5) name and enrollment number of taker.
General Recreation Regulations:
A. Discharging any firearm in a negligent manner in or around 

homesites, campsites, travel corridors, lakes, reservoirs or riparian 
zones.

B. Guiding or outfitting, unless otherwise approved in writing by 
Tribes.

Off-Road Vehicles:
Off road vehicle travel is prohibited where posted.
Snowmobiling:
The following activities involving snowmobiles are prohibited:
A. Possession of any firearm while utilizing or operating a snow

mobile.
B. Use of snowmobiles for the purpose of pursuing or harassing 

wildlife.
Access to Hunting and Fishing Areas:
1. Unless otherwise restricted by these regulations or other appli

cable law, a person may hunt or fish on lands not posted to prohibit 
hunting or fishing activities. An owner of land may post his land to 
prohibit hunting or fishing or both by one of the following methods:

(a) Placement of signs greater than 50 square inches in size 
prohibiting hunting or fishing or both,

(b) Painting fence posts with not less than 50 square inches of 
florescent orange paint, except when metal fence posts are used the 
entire post must be painted florescent orange.

2. Posting must be placed at each outer gate and normal point of 
access to the property, including both sides of a water body crossing 
the property wherever the water body intersects an outer boundary 
line and at other conspicuous locations.

If you have questions or need more information or wish to report 
violations, please contact:

TRIBAL FISH AND GAME CONSERVATION
Box 278
Pablo, Montana 59855
(406) 675-2700 (Ext. 516)
or (406) 675-4700 after 4:30 p.m. and on weekends, day or night.


