
Quarterly meeting summaryINDIANS MAKE 
AMERICA 
UNIQUE

We meant to run this a few weeks ago 
around Native American Day but didn’t 
have the room.

What this is, is a partial transcript of a 
recent Paul Harvey radio program, 
which was taped and submitted to us by 
former Char-Koosta editor Clair 
Krebsbach. The words belong to a Mr. 
Ferris, who had some interesting 
thoughts to share on the subject of 
America’s first people:

“What makes the U.S. so distinctly 
different..  .is  because o f the American 
Indian. We would have been a carbon 
copy o f European culture because most 
o f our people camefrom Europe, except 
that so much o f what our nation is, is 
Indian.

“Think about it —  chewing gum and 
rubber balls, popcorn and cornflakes, 
flapjacks and maple syrup. . . and the 
American disrespect o f dictators.

“Scholars are just beginning to learn 
that most o f our farm  produce— comes 
from  plants tamed by the Indians gen
erations before Columbus. Corn, to
bacco and white potatoes, sweet pota
toes, beans and peanuts, tomatoes, 
pumpkins, chocolate, cotton and rubber 
—  we got them all from Indians.

“Irish potatoes, India rubber, Egyp
tian cotton— these are just respectable 
Old-World names for American Indian 
products.

“The Indians knew about hybrid 
corn. Only when we re-learned what 
they already knew did we increase our 
yield by 40%.

“And our government —  several 
states within a state: That copied the 
Tribal independence o f the Indian. The 
chiefs are the servants o f  the people, not 
the masters. . . That the leaders must 
respect the dreams o f men.

“In medicine, where do you think we 
got quinine, cocaine, cascara, ipecac, 
witchhazel, oil o f winter green, petro
leum jelly, arnica?

“For 400 years, physicians and bota
nists have been examining and analyz
ing theflora o f America, and they are yet

As always, the conversation at the 
quarterly meeting was interesting and 
lively, ranging from discussion about 
Kootenai unity to a public “thank you” 
from a resigned Arlee Council member, 
and a lot of territory in between.

About 100 people listened to reports 
about: new IHS eligibility rules (story 
on page one), an Elmo community 
meeting, a still-in-the-planning-stage 
employment outreach program being 
sponsored by the YWCA of Missoula, 
people being charged a fee for cashing 
their per capita checks, and whether or 
not the names of primary candidates 
would be released before certification.

Pat Hewankom read the minues of a 
Sept. 3 meeting held in Elmo to discuss 
community needs. As a result of the 
gathering, Hewankom said, the Council 
was being asked to support a Kootenai 
language preservation and revitaliza
tion effort.

The Kootenai tongue is in danger of 
being lost, she said, because it’s an 
“isolate”. While Salish is actually a 
group of similar-sounding languages, 
Kootenai is in a class all by itself, ac
cording to anthropologists, she said.

Ideally, classes could be held all over 
the Reservation and possibly vide
otaped for people who couldn’t attend, 
she went on.

“We feel we could lose the language 
within five years if it’s not revitalized 
now,” Velda Shelby added.

Tribal Chairman Mickey Pablo said 
the effort’s “long overdue” and every
one wanting to help get the project roll
ing should meet to draw up specifics. 
Vice-chairman Ron Therriault made a 
motion to endorse the concept, adding 
that the south-end language should be 
addressed, too.

to discover a single medicinal herb that 
was not known and used by the Indian.

“Now, we moderns think we have 
discovered the benefits o f cleanliness 
and exercise and athletic provess and 
physical fitness. Fact is, Queen Isabella 
never understood why the American

Reuben Mathias then introduced 
himself as the YWCA’s outreach 
worker on the Reservation, whose job it 
was to organize the buying and selling of 
genuine Indian-made articles for pos
sible sale overseas. (See “Craftspeople.
.. “ story on page fiveof this issue.) The 
“Y” also wants to do job-placement for 
women heads-of-households here. In
terested people can contact him through 
George Cowan’s JTPA office (676- 
3500), he said.

Tinka DiPasquale of Poison brought 
up the topic of a local bank wanting to 
charge her off-Reservation-residing 
daughter a fee for cashing her per capita 
check. “How can they do that and then 
ask us to spend the money locally in the 
same breath?” she asked.

Someone mentioned that banks often 
do that as a hedge against a check 
“bouncing”, but that’s certainly not a 
problem with CSKT per capita checks, 
he said.

Chairman Pablo asked everyone 
who’d had a similar experience to con
tact him about it.

On the subject of local banks, Lucille 
Otter said she had once asked someone 
at the Ronan State Bank why they didn’t 
hire more Tribal members, considering 
how the Tribes maintains accounts 
there. The answer: Because Tribal 
members don’t apply for any openings.

Poison’s Rose Evans asked if the 
Tribal administration would release the 
names of Council hopefuls in advance 
of the Oct. 22 certification date. She was 
given a variety of reasons why that 
wouldn’t happen: Someone could file 
early then withdraw on the deadline 
date; it’s not the Council’s responsibil
ity to make announcements for candi- 

(Concludes on page four)

‘savages’, as she called them, took baths 
so often.

“And in matters offiliality and child
care and in the power o f prayer —  the 
Indians had so much to teach us that 
we ve not learned y e t.. .  “
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