
A REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN FI IP hearings: Hov. ¿Ó in Mlsso~
I was not at the first three candidates’ forums because I was 

presenting testimony at the oversight hearings on the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C. I did attend the Poison and 
Elmo forums, where the people said reports in the Char-Koosta 
were needed to help keep them informed — and I agree. I will 
try to have at least one report from the Council each month.

Dan Decker (Tribal attorney), George Waters (our lobby
ist), and I attended the day-long hearings on Oct. 27. The fol
lowing day, the tribes present at the hearing met with Interior 
Secretary Donald Hodel and Assistant Secretary Ross Swim
mer. On Oct. 29, we met with a Department of Justice solicitor 
on the upcoming hearings on our 93-638 FIIP power contract 
and the turnover suit. Both lawsuits were filed by the Joint 
Board of Control, and they’ll be heard in Missoula on Friday, 
Nov. 20, at 1:30 p.m. If you have the opportunity, I suggest that 
you attend these hearings.

The Oct. 27 BIA oversight hearings were called by Con
gressman Sid Yates (D-Illinois), chairman of the House Ap
propriations Committee, one of the most powerful committees 
of the Congress. They were the result of a series of investiga
tive news reports in the Arizona Republic. The articles of Oct. 
4-11, 1987, were headlined, “Fraud in Indian Country”. The 
articles covered health services, education, law enforcement, 
oil leases and all other trust responsibilities in between. We 
don’t have enough space to cover all of the items.

Secretary Hodel stated that others have federal rights, not 
only tribes, and Interior may have to have two attorneys on 
each issue. He felt there was a conflict of interest in carrying out 
the federal government’s trust responsibility as other agencies 
and entities may also have federal rights.

This is hogwash. The trust responsibility owed to tribes is 
for Tribally owned land, water, air, timber, minerals, fish, 
wildlife and so on. In Indian Country, the federal government 
does not have a trust responsibility to outside interests.

One article headline [in the Arizona Republic series] 
accused Reagan officials of siding with oil companies against 
the Indian landowner. An example is the article of Oct. 5, about 
Austin Walker, “a homeless, jobless and destitute Creek- 
Cherokee Indian”. With attorneys from the regional solicitor’s 
office looking on, a state district judge on Feb. 10, 1983, 
certified a black man as a 7/8 Creek-Cherokee Indian. His 
name was also Austin Walker. Once certified, the Bristow 
Company paid him $4,000 to lease the other Austin Walker’s 
land.

Using that bogus lease, the oil company drilled and hit pay
dirt, pumping $1.3 million worth of oil and gas. In September 
of 1983, die real Indian Walker went to the Muskogee (Okla.) 
BIA to collect the about $80.00 he received annually. There 
was no money in his account and he found that Rex Herren of 
the Interior regional solicitor’s office had cancelled the grazing 
lease on Walker’s property.

Walker hitchhiked to Tulsa, proved who he was and 
touched off major chaos and a flurry of frantic phone calls. He 
ended up going to court, where he was awarded $640,000 
based on an appraisal of the oil and gas taken from his property.

Then guess what happened? The BIA appealed the decision 
because they said the award was excessive. During the over
sight hearings, Congressman Yates asked if the BIA had ever 
sued the oil company. He didn’t get a response.

When Ross Swimmer was asked about his quote from the 
articles that the BIA should be done away, he said the BIA is 
unmanageable and too large to get a hand on. Chairman Yates 
then asked, “Who is the boss? Where does the buck stop?” 
Yates said he was disappointed in the attitude of the Secretary 
and his assistant. He said, “You just want to throw up your 
hands and quit.”

With this approach to trust responsibility, we have to travel 
to keep on top of things. A point of fact: In Oklahoma, the state 
courts carry out federal statutes.

There were chairmen, vice-chairmen and presidents from 
15 tribes, along with the National Congress of American 
Indians, the Northwest Fish Commission, and a former Interior 
solicitor giving testimony. I presented five recommendations 
to the committee:

1 — The Congress should statutorily define the BIA’s 
mission.

2 — By statute, the Congress should facilitate a federal- 
Tribal partnership to advance Tribal self-determination.

3 — The BIA should be decentralized with greater empha
sis given to field offices and less emphasis on area offices.

4 — Congress should adopt a federal Indian policy state
ment.

5 — Congress should designate the BIA as lead agency for 
the coordination of federal programs affecting Tribal govern
ments.

We also went over some of the problems our Tribes were 
having with the mass of BIA regulations.

I feel we had a very worthwhile trip and will keep you more 
informed.

, Mickey Pablo,
\ /  , Tribal Council Chairman
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NOTICE: PUBLIC HEARING
Salish & Kootenai Housing Authority 

Maintenance Building, Pablo, MT 
Nov. 13, 1987 — 2:00 p.m.

The Salish & Kootenai Housing Authority is ap
plying for a Community Development Block Grant, 
funded through the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, on behalf of the Confederated 
Salish & Kootenai Tribes.

Some of the eligible activities of this grant are: 
Basic facility/recreation facility and services: hous
ing rehabilitation services; and economic develop
ment.

Public comments and participation will be solic
ited at the above time and place to assist in devel
oping priorities for this grant application.

Applications are rated on a competitive basis and 
there is a ceiling of $325,000 per award.

For more information, call 675-4491.
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