
FIIP, from page one___________
intervened. The federal district court in 
Helena issued a temporary restraining or
der against the BIA while all the parties 
successfully negotiated in-stream flows for 
the 1985 season, which led to a dismissal of 
the lawsuit.

In 1986, the BIA established minimum 
flows more favorable to the fishery re
source than to the farmers. The JBC then' 
sued the BIA, and the Tribes intervened. 
The district court again — with judge 
Charles C. Lovell officiating a second time 
— issued a temporary restraining order to 
stop the BIA operating policy. Following a 
hearing, the judge ruled that the irrigators 
stood to suffer “irreparable injury” from 
the 1986 flows and granted their request to 
stop implementation.

In addition, he “set forth legal prin
ciples for allocating the scarce water sup
plies of the project” (quoting from the his
tory section of the Nov. 17 decision docu
ment), wherein the BIA was advised to “be 
guided by the principle of ‘just and equal 
distribution’ of ‘all waters of the Reserva
tion’

The Nov. 17 decision reversed the dis
trict court, saying, in part, that the Tribes’ 
right to Reservation water for fishery pur
poses predates any other later claims.

LATE AGAIN, from page one______
one or two newsletters in their mailbox?), 
we need to print 2,640 copies of the 11-18 
issue, plus another 1,500 for the off-Reser- 
vation subscribers for when we get their 
addresses keyed in. The press run’s going 
to take twice as long as usual —

Nov. 18 — It’s 4:55 p.m. and we’ve just 
got the last label o n .. .too late to make it to 
the post office, though. Our Pablo readers 
will see the 11 -18 issue on Thursday, while 
everyone else (in 598 and 599, that is) 
won’t see it until Friday or Saturday, since 
it won’t leave the Pablo P.O. until 5 or 6 
p.m. Thursday on its way to Missoula for 
re-routing back up north.. .there’s got to be 
an easier way to make a living.. .

Nov. 19 — More keyboarding of ad
dresses; got through the “Matts”. . .got a 
few job announcements typed for the next 
issue, too.

Nov. 20 — Had to quit typing addresses 
at noon to head out for the FIIP hearing in 
Missoula; halfway through the S’s.

“It was error, therefore, for the district 
court to hold that water claimed under po
tentially prior Tribal Fishing rights must be 
shared with junior appropriators, and that 
the requirement of equitable sharing could 
be imposed without addressing the Tribes’ 
claim of aboriginal fishing water rights,” 
the circuit judges — William C. Canby, 
Stephen Reinhardt and Robert R. Beezer— 

wrote.
Further, they said that the BIA’s trust 

responsibility lies with the Tribes and their 
federally guaranteed treaty rights.

The JBC has three options now: ask the 
9th circuit to look at the case again; appeal 
the decision to the Supreme Court; or ac
cept the decision as it stands.

(There’s more news on the FIIP front: 
The Nov. 20 hearing in Missoula was about 
another two lawsuits Filed by the JBC, 
which wants control of the FIIP power 
division as well as the irrigation division. 
The same Judge Lovell will be ruling on 
those two cases sometime in the future. 
Coverage of that hearing, called to hear 
new evidence, will appear in our Dec. 2 
issue due to lack of time and space just now 
— see “Late and skinny.. . ” on page one.. 
.Editor)

Reported by Patti Blomquist 
Char-Koosta News

Nov. 21 — Sure is quiet here in the print 
shop on a Saturday. No fresh coffee - rats! 
Well, how much needs to be typed and 
pasted up? Looks like a good day’s work, 
anyway. Have to write up the latest FIIP 
news too.

Nov. 22 — It’s hard to proofread copy 
and watch “The Empire Strikes Back” on 
TV at the same time. Too bad The Force 
wasn’t with the Char-Koosta this week.

Nov. 23 —
Which brings us to today. We ydll get 

those labels sometime tomorrow! We will 
get something in the mail Wednesday — a 
skinny eight pages because we had only 
two days and one person to do the work two 
people usually take Five days to do.

We will not be depressed because the 
mail won’t move on Thursday, a holiday, 
so the 11-25 issue will be late in spite of the 
weekend’s efforts.. .

We will stop this sniveling and get back 
to work.....................

A
Thanksgiving 

storv —
Turkey is intimately linked in American 

minds with Thanksgiving, a holiday that 
celebrates the feast held in 1621 at Ply
mouth Colony between the Pilgrims and 
Chief Massasoit of the Wampanoags.

Massasoit, who favored peace with the 
European settlers, brought turkey, goose, 
venison, and various fruits and berries. His 
canny brother, Succotash, who hated and 
feared the colonists and hoped to encourage 
them to go back home by convincing them 
that New World food was unspeakable, 
brought the com-and-lima-bean dish that 
bears his name to this day, as well as 
chipped buffalo on combread, squash slaw, 
a beer brewed from thistles, codfish mush, 
beet stew, boiled turnips, chokecherry pie, 
deer liver and leeks, and eel wine.

Flabbergasted when the hungry Puritans 
greedily devoured his most loathsome 
concoctions, Succotash went mad and 
spent the rest of his days going from settle
ment to settlement in odd get-ups, howling, 
chanting and mumbling.

(From Cooking: A Cook’s Dictionary, 
by Henry Beard and Roy McKie, by way of 
Parade Magazine)

G et  y o u r  GED,
NO CHARGE

Salish Kootenai College is of
fering free G.E.D. classes in 
three of the Reservation com
munities at no charge.

The classes are designed to 
help students update their skills 
in major subject areas (English, 
math, spelling, reading, etc.) 
before they take the final GED 
test. Classes are conducted in 
Arlee at the College Center, 
Thursdays from 6 to 9 p.m.; the 
SKC campus in Pablo, Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 10 a.m to 
12 p.m. and Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.; 
at the St. Ignatius Community 
Center, Tuesdays from 6 to 9 
p.m.

For more Information, call the 
SKC offices at 675-4800. ̂ — 9
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