
([good news about 'out' people

Saddler rewarded
The Char-Koosta News was called 

upon recently to write up a story about 
IHS Service Unit Director Tom Keast 
and Sherry Saddler, who is the IHS 
Mental Health Specialist and the direc
tor of its Narcotic Addiction program.

Together the two told how Saddler 
had been presented with a certificate for 
outstanding performance, and (further 
evidence of the government agency’s 
appreciation of their employees) a letter 
of commendation from the Billings 
Area Office IHS Director Duane 
Jeanotte, and a “Quality Step Increase” 
(which means a bigger paycheck).

“Employees such as yourself are the 
prime reason for success in accomplish
ing the mission of the Indian Health 
Service,” wrote Jeanotte.

The step increase, which was based 
on individual performance standards, 
really says something about Saddler’s 
abilities, says Keast. “Sherry’s job has 
very high performance standards that 
require creativeness, foresight and inge
nuity,” said Keast.

Prior to being hired as the IHS Mental 
Health director, Saddler spent six years 
working for the Tribes’ Mental Health 
program. She was also instrumental in 
developing the proposal for the Narcotic 
Addiction program, and has been the 
program director for the last three years.

The IHS competed with other na
tional programs for funding through a 
private corporation for the narcotic pro
gram, explained Saddler. “The program 
is unique,” she says, “because we can 
integrate mental health and addiction 
philosophies with cultural treatment 
modalities.” Keast added that when the 
program was reviewed by an Area Of
fice review team, it received top scores. 
In fact, the program was recommended 
for national commendation for its in
volvement with Agnes Vanderburg’s 
Cultural Camp and for work with the 
cultural committees. The program also 
interacts with the Tribes’ Mental Health 
program.

“Sherry has done a really tremendous 
job,” says Keast. “I’m sure this is just 
one of many types of recognition she’ll 
receive for her fine work.”

Last batch of birthdays
One more batch of birthdays
Our December birthday list in the 

issue of 11-25 wasn’t the last one. 
Here’s the last one — ten people who 
are 80 years or older and don’t have a 
birthdate, except for a year, filed with 
the enrollment office:
Mary Lefthand Andrew — Elmo, MT 

Louise Knoll Campbell — West 
Linn, OR

Louis Aloysius Curley — Spokane, 
WA

Modeste Eneas — Elmo, MT
Calvin Markle — Clinton, MT
Sustine J. Morigeau Mullen — 

Omaha, NB
Nora McDonald McHenry — 

Spokane, WA
Mary L. Pablo Prichett — Placerville, 

CA
Josephine Finley Stradley — 

Spokane, WA
Mary E. Blodgett Storey — Pablo, 

MT
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CANDIDATE
STATEMENT

My name is Henry (Hank) kekay?u 
Baylor. I’m named after my grandfa
ther who was Henry kekay?u Matt. My 
grandmother was Margaret Poker Jim. 
My great-grandfather was Baptiste 
Kulutu “Poker Jim”.

I’m a candidate for councilman for the 
four-year term from Arlee.

We need a change: We need better 
representation from the Arlee district 
We need a councilman who is educated 
in those areas that are essential for con
ducting Tribal business. A councilman 
who is qualified and does not get con
fused when addressing the complex is
sues facing the Tribes today.

We need a change: Communications 
between the Tribal government and the 
people must be improved! The people 
need and deserve to know more about 
what their Tribal government is doing. 
Their input and opinions are too impor
tant to be overlooked. More considera
tion for their opinions is essential in the 
decision-making of the Tribal govern
ment. Tribal government must be closer 
to the people. The only contact between 
the Tribal government and the people is 
their councilman. He must be willing to 
go out among the people and listen to 
what they have to say. He must assist 
them with their problems and needs.

We need a change: We need acouncil- 
man who feels comfortable in represent- 
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