
Obituaries
THOMAS KEELER

POLSON— Thomas F. Keeler, 80, o f 
Poison, died January 31 o f heart failure 
at St. Joseph Hospital.

He was born June 14,1907, to Frank 
and Julia Keeler on the Keeler ranch one 
mile west o f Poison. He attended 
schools in Poison and Chemawa, Ore.

He was a member o f the Tribes and o f 
the Poison Senior Citizens. He was also 
a lifetime member o f Elks Lodge 4613 
o f Santa Barbara, Calif

He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Alice; two sons, one daughter, four sis
ters and one brother.

lie  was the last Keeler with the family 
name.

Survivors include a daughter, Lavina 
Keeler Ramirez (Los Angeles, CA), and 
numerous nieces, nephews, grandchil
dren and great-grandchildren.

Mass o f the Christian Burial was 
conducted Feb. 5, at the Immaculate 
Conception Church in Poison. Burial 
followed at Lakeview Cemetery.
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LEONEL ACEVEDO
PLAINS —  Leonel Acevedo, 63, o f 

Plains, died o f cardiogenic shock Feb. 8, 
at Clark Fork Valley Hospital.

He was born Nov. 6, 1924, in El 
Platanal, Mexico. He married June Sor
rell on Aug. 20, 1945, in Phoenix, 
Arizona.

On March 18, 1960, he became a 
naturalized U.S. citizen. He was em
ployed for 30 years by Diehl Lumber 
Co. in Plains.

Mr. Acevedo was president o f the 
AFL-CIO union local for eight years. 
He was later employed by the Tribal 
Health Dept, as an alcohol counselor.

After retirement, he continued as a 
volunteer in the alcoholism recovery 
program. He was a member o f the St. 
James Catholic Church and was active 
in the Cursillo movement.

Survivors include his wife, June 
(Plains); four sons, Tom (Poison), Gary 
(Ronan), Richard (Newport, OR), and 
Frank (St. Ignatius); two brothers and 
three sisters (all o f Mexico); and 13. 
grandchildren.

Wake services began Feb. 10 at the St. 
Ignatius Longhouse. Mass o f the Resur
rection was celebrated Feb. 11 in St. Ig
natius with the Rev. Joe Retzel officiat
ing. Burialfollowed in the church ceme
tery.
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A CARD OF THANKS:

The Tom Barnaby family 
would like to express its deep
est thanks to Father Retzel, 
Clarence Woodcock, Pat Pi
erre, the Indian Choir, the 
cooks, and all the friends and 
relatives who sat up with us all 
night during the wake. We also 
appreciated the prayers, 
cards and flowers.

Tom Barnaby’s Son, 
Daughters and Sisters

v
IÎÎÜ

W /s /s s /s s /s s )■
¿¿¿¿>

T\
j

"An Open Letter 
to My Family"

I am a drug-abuser. I need help.
Don’t solve my problems for me. This 

only makes me lose respect for you— 
and for myself.

Don’t lecture, moralize, scold, 
blame, or argue whether I ’m stoned or 
sober. It may make you feel better, but it 
only makes the situation worse.

Don’t accept my promises. The nature 
of my illness prevents my keeping them, 
even though I mean them at the time. 
Promises are only my way of postpon
ing pain. And don’t keep switching 
agreements; if an agreement is made, 
stick to it.

Don’t lose your temper with me. It 
will destroy you and any possibility of 
helping me.

Don’t let your anxiety for me make 
you do what I should do for myself.

Don’t believe everything I tell you. 
Often I don’t even know the truth—let 
alone tell it.

Don’t cover up or try to spare me the 
consequences of my using. It may re
duce the crisis, but it will make my 
illness worse.

Above all, don’t run away from real
ity as I do. Drug dependence, my illness, 
gets worse as my using continues.

Start now to learn, to understand, to 
plan for recovery. Find Families Anony
mous, whose groups exist to help fami
lies in just your situation.

I need help— from a doctor, a psy
chologist, a counselor, from some 
people in a self-help program who’ve 
recovered from a drug problem them
selves—and from a Power greater than 
myself.

(Signed) Your “User”

(Copyright ©1983 Families An
onymous, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Submitted fo r  publication by the 
Tribal juvenile technician. For more 
information about drug abuse, call 
Tribal Health at 676-2770.)
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