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“Everybody needs a little light in their life,” said Jerry Kurtzenbaum, 

when he told us of his project to construct a lighthouse that will sit off the 
shore on Koss Landing in Poison.

Kurtzenbaum is the chairman of the Poison Chamber of Commerce’s 
Tourist and Convenhon Bureau. He says he got an idea about 18 months ago 
that a lighthouse would be just the thing that would not only attract visitors 
to the Poison area, but it would add to the asthetic quality of the “Port City 
of Poison”.

Kurtzenbaum’s idea was to put the lighthouse atop a concrete slab that 
protrudes from the water about 30-to-40 feet out on Koss Landing. The 
concrete is what’s leftover from the Dewey Lumber Co., which closed down 
in the 1950s. When he mentioned the idea to Elmo/Dayton Councilman 
Laurence Kenmille (who is also on staff at the Shoreline Protection Office), 
his first concern was that the structure would be a threat to the water quality, 
said Kurtzenbaum. But after the Yellow Bay Biological Station determined 
the project to be a safe one, Kenmille gave the project a little boost that 
helped get it on the table at a Tribal Council meeting.

The Council eventually gave Kurtzenbaum the go-ahead. “The Poison 
business-people will be footing the bill,” says Council Chairman Mickey 
Pablo. “The lighthouse will improve the looks, and rid us of a potentially 
hazardous spot,” he said.

Kurtzenbaum said a lot of people he talked to in Poison would say, “
‘That’s neat, but [the Tribes] will never okay it,’ “ and he feared the Council 
would see him as “just another suyapi”, he said. But now, people will stop 
him on the street and express their amazement and excitement that the 
Tribes gave him a green light.

“I’m looking at [the project] in a positive light — what a pun that one 
was,” he chuckled. “I think this will be a really cohesive thing that will bring 
the two cultures together,” he said.

“I’m a great scrounger,” he said. “I think the cost will be minimal.”
Poison businesses have donated glass, concrete, paint, a light- 
diffusion panel, bricks, and the technical engineering.
Kurtzenbaum says he has a friend in Missoula that he’s 
working on to donate an old search light. He also commended 
the Tribes’ Shoreline Protection Office for being so willing to 
help.

He says they have the technical drawings on the base 
completed and he now has to complete the proposal to submit 
to Shoreline Protection Board. He says they’re shooting for 
April 1 as a date to begin construction.

Although he hasn’t completed the drawings for the entire 
structure, Kurtzenbaum envisions a “quaint” lighthouse with 
all the “exquisite, unique, best and most interesting parts of all 
lighthouses” put together. “It’ll be the only inland lighthouse 
in the entire mid-west. Anyone with an interest in lighthouses 
will want to travel out of their way to see this one.”

Kurtzenbaum has some personal experience on building up 
from the water, by the way, as he tells us his home was built in 
the water in Indian Bay.

Kurtzenbaum added that he is also very grateful to the 
Gauthier family, which requested that any memorials to their

(Concludes on page nine)

Artist's conception of the "only inland 
lighthouse in the entire midwest". 
Below, the less-than-good-looking 
concrete block it will be setting on, 
just off Koss Landing in Poison.
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