
Culture committee plans regional conference, longhouse expansion
A recent inquiry of, “Do you guys 

have any news to report?” resulted in the 
following items of interest from the 
Salish Culture Committee in St. Igna
tius.

The month of May will be busier than 
the usual, reports committee members 
C larence W oodcock, G erm aine 
DuMontier and Tony Incashola, what 
with plans for a regional conference on 
cultural resources protection, as well as 
scalp dance practicing in preparation for 
the Arlee pow wow in July.

Between then and now will be the

annual bitter root feast to mark the be
ginning of another spring, as soon as that 
special plant announces its readiness for 
harvest.

Come summer, there’s talk of repris
ing last year’s “total physical response” 
(TPR) Salish camps, maybe to include 
sessions for grown-ups interested in 
tapping into this part of their Indian 
heritage.

The newest news item, though, was 
the announcement that the Tribal Coun
cil had approved on Feb. 19 plans to 
almost double the size of the longhouse 
in Mission. As anyone who’s attended 
any recent wakes there knows, the exist
ing meeting room gets pretty crowded, 
hence the need for a larger gathering 
place.

No details beyond the approximate 
price tag of $200,000 are known just yet 
about the construction project, which 
will replace most of the existing parking 
lot.

New sessions announced for youngsters’ support groups; open to all
As part of its healing-the-effects-of- 

alcoholism efforts, the Tribal Health 
Dept, has established support groups for 
youngsters between five and 18 years of 
age — the age group usually left out of 
the recovery process.

Through games, music, art, poetry 
and discussion, participants are given 
information to meet five goals:

• To provide education about alcohol
ism as a family illness.

• To develop in the child a healthier 
personal outlook and to enable him/her 
to recognize and deal with feelings,

especially guilt and shame.
• To provide alternative ways of re

sponding to life in chemically depend
ent homes.

• To assist children with alternative 
behaviors in order to build self-esteem, 
and to increase personal awareness.

• To build a sense of trust and consis
tency with adults.

The support groups are for all children 
who want to learn about satisfying alter
natives for coping with stress, not just 
youngsters in chemically-dependent 
families.

The groups meet in Arlee on Mon
days, in St. Ignatius on Tuesdays, and in 
Ronan on Wednesdays. Children aged 
five to 12 meet from 4 to 4:30 p.m. The 
adolescent group (13 to 18 years old) 
meets from 6 to 7 p.m.

The next eight-week session will 
begin during the week of March 7. A 
second series will begin May 2. (See the 
detailed schedules below.)

For more information, or to make a 
referral, contact Gary Neumann at 676- 
2770, ext. 46.

CHILDREN'S SUPPORT GROUP SCHEDULE
The Children Support Groups will not only be 

open to children from chemically dependent family 
systems, but to all children willing to participate. 
The main emphasis of the groups will be to help 
children develop satisfying alternatives for coping 
with stress so that they do not need to turn to
f 'h p m if ' i i  Ic

THE GROUP SESSIONS ARE FOR 
CHILDREN - 5-12 YEARS OF AGE 

The meeting time in all communities will be 
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.:

ARLEE — MONDAY evenings at the Alcohol 
Outreach Office

ST. IGNATIUS — TUESDAY evenings at the St. 
Ignatius Community Center

RONAN — WEDNESDAY evenings at the Tribal 
Health Department Conference Room (3rd build
ing), 26 Round Butte Road West.

‘ New session begins the week of March 7*

ADOLESCENT GROUP SCHEDULE
The Adolescent Support Groups will not only be 

open to children from chemically dependent family 
systems, but to all adolescents willing to partici
pate. The main emphasis of the groups will be to 
help participants develop satisfying alternatives for 
coping with stress so that they do not need to turn 
to chemicals.

THE GROUP SESSIONS ARE FOR 
ADOLESCENTS - 13-18 YEARS OF AGE 
The meeting time in all communities will be 

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.:
ARLEE — MONDAY evenings at the Alcohol 

Outreach Office
ST. IGNATIUS — TUESDAY evenings at the St. 

Ignatius Community Center
RONAN— WEDNESDAY evenings at the Tribal 

Health Department Conference Room (3rd build
ing), 26 Round Butte Road West.

‘ New session begins the week of March 7*
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