
Durglo to run for Mission school board
Mike Durglo, S t Ignatius, has de

clared his candidacy for the St. Ignatius 
School Board. He and his unofficial 
campaign managers, Sally Mitchell and 
Delores Dumontier, are making a spe
cial effort to register eligible Tribal 
member voters in School District 28 and 
are asking their support for Durglo.

Durglo is a 1979 graduate of Mission 
High School, where he obtained all of 
his education (minus a few years at the 
Ursuline Academy). He is currently a 
sergeant for the Tribal Fish and Wildlife 
Department and a six-year member of 
the National Guard. He’s married to 
Rhonda Michell Durglo and has one 
son, Conrad (St. Ignatius kindergarten);

and one foster-daughter, Teddy Michell 
(St. Ignatius sixth grade).

Durglo says he would like to start 
getting more involved with the educa
tion system, “so my children may get a 
quality education. I would also favor a 
well-rounded curriculum for both aca
demics and athletics.”

Eligible voters are those people who 
have children attending school in Dis
trict 28 (St. Ignatius). There is a bit of an 
urgency, though, because the deadline 
for registration is March 4 (Thursday) 
and the election will be April 8.

Registration forms may be picked up 
at Maxine Brander’s office at the High

School main office. Dumontier and 
Mitchell will be available to assist any
one in completing the forms; they will 
also be delivering forms to eligible vot
ers. Once you’re registered, says 
Dumontier, voting may be done through 
the mail.

Call Sally Mitchell at 745-3811, or 
745-2479 after 6 p.m. and Deedo 
Dumontier at 745-4607 after 6 p.m. (In
cidentally, Mitchell and Dumontier are 
involved with the JOM committee and 
the Indian Education Committee and are 
no doubt very interested in getting 
Tribal members involved in these parts 
of the education system too.)

GAO to compare lost taxes with Tribal-federal contributions to Lake Co.
Are Lake County’s coffers suffering 

from land being taken off the tax rolls? 
How do Tribal-federal contributions in 
the health, social services and education 
areas balance the loss of tax money 
when property goes into trust status?

Finding data to answer those ques
tions is the mission of a three-member 
Government Accounting Office team 
from Denver which spent most of last 
week delving into Tribal and county 
records and interviewing officials from 
both jurisdictions.

Joe Buschy, who met with Salish 
Kootenai Housing Authority employees 
Feb. 24, explained that the team was on 
the Flathead as part of a study requested 
by senators Pat Williams and John 
Melcher. The Flathead visit followed 
fact-finding trips to the Blackfeet, Fort 
Belknap, and Northern Cheyenne reser
vations, Buschy said, so they’d get a 
statewide perspective on tax-exempt 
federal interests’ impact on local and 
state budgets.

“The situation here on the Flathead 
sure is different from the other three 
reservations,” he remarked.

His questioning of SKHA director 
Bob Gauthier and HIP director Bea 
Noble concentrated on identifying how 
many non-HUD houses (excluding 
mobile homes) on the Reservation 
aren’t assessed taxes. Figures he had

received from the BIA and IHS didn’t 
match, and he wondered about that, too.

He admitted that he didn’t expect to 
get a wholly accurate number. “I realize 
that would take a large team of assessors 
five years of effort, poring over section 
maps,” he said.

Gauthier explained that the tax-free 
status of HUD homes here had nothing 
to do with their occupancy by Indians. 
“The 1937 Housing Act gives us our tax- 
free status, just like it covers the Detroit 
housing authority and others that aren’t 
anywhere near a reservation,” he 
pointed out.

Half the tenants in SKHA’s units 
aren’t Tribal members either, he said. 
They’re relatives of enrolled members, 
so it can’t be said that federal housing 
dollars spent here benefit only Indians.

The three-hour discussion also 
touched on the fact, ignored by many 
non-Indians, that Indians da pay taxes. 
“We pay federal income tax, for ex
ample. And as an individual, I choose to 
pay taxes on my property, both my 
house and my business,” he said. Other 
who have made that decision include 
two former Tribal Council members, he 
added.

He brought out, too, that Housing has 
contributed to Reservation towns in 
non-tax ways, such as providing street 
paving and lights, water and sewer sys

tems, and community park improve
ments, to name just a few. Such services 
aren’t required as in-lieu-of-taxes, he 
said, but are provided in the spirit of 
neighborhood cooperation.

Buschy said he and the other two 
GAO employees, Peggy Stott and 
Ernest Beran, hope to have a report 
written on the taxes issue by this sum
mer.

♦

The GAO’s visit here coincided with 
a controversial news release by Lake 
County’s commissioners concerning 
specific tracts of land that were put into 
trust in 1986 and 1987.

The news release, given to a number 
of newspapers and other organizations, 
included a censored list of who sold 
what tract to whom, and how much tax 
money was lost as a result. The censored 
list covered up the fact that some of the 
tracts became tax-free after being pur
chased by churches.

A local editor scolded the commis
sioners in print for their “dishonest ef
fort” that neglected to show how much 
land was removed from  trust in those 
two years. The commissioners also 
overlooked the many ways the presence 
of the Tribes and related federal agen
cies contribute positively to the county, 
such as 874 school funding, he wrote.
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