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A generation later, termination resolution is finally repealed in D.C.
The congressional resolution that 

authorized the termination of Indian 
tribes' in the 1950’s has finally been 
repealed, Senator Daniel K. Inouye, 
chairman of the Select Committee on 
Indian Affairs, announced April 21.

Tribal governments and individuals 
have been waiting 30 years for the ac
tion, he noted, which repealed House 
Concurrent Resolution 108. The repeal 
language is part of H.R. 5, the major

education reauthorization bill which 
was passed in final form by the House on 
April 19 and the Senate on April 20.

Noting that the federal termination 
policy has now been fully discredited, 
Inouye said, “The Indian nations of the 
United States can rest easier with the 
knowledge that termination is no longer 
even a possible threat. Termination was 
a doomed policy from its inception pri
marily because it was both morally and 
legally indefensible.”

H.C.R. 108 was approved by the 83rd 
Congress on June 9,1953, and set forth 
a congressional policy of termination of 
the fcdcral-Tribal relationship with all 
tribes in certain states and with other 
tribes. Subsequent to the resolution, a 
number of tribes were in fact terminated.

Although the policy of termination 
has been rejected by the Congress 
through enactment of a number of stat

utes, and rejected by at least two presi
dents (not to mention hundreds of 
tribes), the actual resolution was never 
formally rejected.

While a resolution does not have the 
effect of law, Inouye pointed out, the 
failure of Congress to expressly repudi
ate it has been seen by many Indians as 
a lingering threat.

Inouye praised the work of the other 
members of the Senate Select Commit
tee on Indian Affairs, and members of 
the House of Representatives, for mak
ing the “significant overture to the 
nation’s First Americans.

“The wholesale breach of the long
standing trust relationship between the 
Indian tribes of this nation and the fed
eral government must never again be 
considered without the consent of the 
tribes involved,” Inouye said.

Regulation change proposed; hearing May 9
The Tribes are proposing a change in the fishing regulations, to open the 

Flathead River from Kerr Dam to the Reservation boundary to year-round 
fishing. Under the current regulations, the river is open to fishing from the third 
Saturday in May until November 30th, with an extended whitefish season from 
December 1 to March 31.

A public hearing will be held May 9, 1988, at 7:00, in the Tribal Council 
Chambers at the Tribal Complex in Pablo. Any interested person may submit 
comment on the regulation at the hearing or in writing. (See the notice on page 
two.)


