
Cuture Committee and elders open bitter root season with feast

Above, Rosem ary Thom as d igs th e jir s t b itter  
root p la n t w ith  the trad ition al digging tool.

Below, Clarence Wookcock (left) receives a  
certifica te  o fou tstan d in g  servicefrom  Tribal 
Chairman Mickey Pablo.

Story and photos by 
Charmel Tellier

On April 29, the Salish Culture 
Committee took a group of about 20 
people on the first dig of the bitter root 
this year.

Culture Committee director Clarence 
Woodcock led the group in a prayer 
before the first plant was dug up. He said 
they were there to offer thanks for the 
many plants the Creator provides our 
people for food and medicine.

He said this was the traditional way 
the Salish people began the bitter root 
harvest, by sending out a group who 
would offer thanks and gather just 
enough of the plant to feed the people 
during the feast. After the ceremony of 
thanks was complete, the rest of the 
membership was free to go out on their 
own and gather food for their families.

When the diggers returned to the St. Ignatius Longhouse for 
the feast, Woodcock and Tony Incashola talked of their 
knowlege and memories of the importance of the bitter root as 
a main source of food and the many days they would spend with 
their families out digging bitter root.

Then Woodcock was surprised with an award presented by 
Chairman Mickey Pablo and Executive Secretary Joseph 
Dupuis. The two men honored Woodcock for 15 years of 
service to the Tribes and the work he’s done with the Cultural 
Committee. They also thanked him for being such a pleasant 
person to work with.

When the bitter root was ready, everyone quieted down to 
their places at the tables, and about 100 people feasted on the 
bitter root as well as cooked sarvis berries, deer meat, “crack- 
lins”, and fry bread (plus much more).

The bitter root dissappeared fast and a lot of satisfied elders 
sat back and talked for awhile.

SURVEY, from page one:
ested in the rare opening that can’t be filled with local mem
bers, such as the run-it-until-it’s-filled medical social worker 
job with Tribal Health, Swaney said.

The survey project will be an ongoing effort, Personnel 
director Teresa Wall-McDonald said, because they plan to 
contact people as they turn 18.

(For those members who didn’t fill out the brief question
naire because they misplaced their copy, we’re running the 
form in this issue —  see page five. Please take a few minutes 
to fill in the blanks and pop the completed form into an 
envelope.)

LAST CALL FOR SYEP
The Summer Youth Employment Program for 

high school students announces May 13 as the 
deadline for receiving applications for employ
ment.

Coordinator George Cowan says the program 
will start around June 20 and run for six weeks.

Applications may be obtained from any Reser
vation high school via the school counselor. 
Family income verifications must be attached to 
the completed forms.

For more information, contact Cowan at 676- 
3500.
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