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AROUND THE 

STATE
80 YEARS LATER, PEMBINA 
LAND CLAIM IS SETTLED

A partial payment was approved by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs Central Office in Washington, D.C., 
last February for the Pembina Chippewa judgment 
award, according to an update sent out by die Rocky 
Boy Agency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The case began in 1892 when Congress established the 
McCumber Commission to acquire the unceded Pembina 
lands west of the Red River area in North Central North 
Dakota. After constant confusion, an agreement between the 
government and the Chippewas was made on Oct. 22,1892. 
That agreement came to be known as the “Ten-Cent Treaty” 
because ten cents per acre was paid for roughly 10 million 
acres. “It’s not a treaty, however,” says Judy Moe, BIA Area 
Tribal Operations Specialist, “since the treaty-making process 
ended in 1881.” In 1904, Congress amended and approved the 
agreement, and on Feb. 15, 1905, the Pembina approved the 
agreement also.

The current total of the award is approximately $105 million 
and is in the U.S. Treasury earning interest in the judgment 
investment account. “Seventy percent of the total amount will 
be paid out to individual eligible Pembina Tribal members and 
lineal descendants. Thirty percent will be held back, of which 
two-thirds will be for the Tribal governments to program and 
one-third will be for a ‘cushion’ in case of appeals,” says the 
report.

Groups who have certified payment rolls will be paid. Rocky 
Boy Agency Superintendent Ken Davis says the Rocky Boy 
Chippewas will receive 8% of the 70% that is going to all 
eligible Pembina Chippewas.

In accordance with Public Law 97-403, the Pembina Chip
pewa Distribution Act of December 31,1982, five groups of 
Pembina Chippewas will share in the award: the Turtle Moun
tain Chippewas, the White Earth Pembina Chippewas, Rocky 
Boy’s Chippewas, Little Shell Chippewas and Pembina Chip
pewa lineal descendants. The award made is the 1905 value of 
the large aboriginal tract —  over 8 million acres in North 
Central North Dakota, extending to the Canadian border.

As of today, says the report, the Little Shell Tribe has not 
eived federal recognition and will be treated as lineal 

jndants in that they will have to prove 1/4 Pembina 
ippewa ancestry. The White Earth and Rocky Boy tribes 

;ted to have their payment rolls certified by May 5,1988, 
the Turtle Mountain Tribe, who is also handling the Little 

ell and lineal descendants, are expected to complete their 
11s in June of this year.
Rocky Boy is in a unique position because there are enrolled 

viduals who do not possess any Chippewa blood at all, the 
says, just Cree and in some cases other blood such as 

liboine and Blackfeet. “These individuals will not be 
ble for the claim. There is a current total enrollment of 
jximately 3,800 people, of whom anywhere from 3,200 to
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3,500 will be eligible for the payment Most of the ineligible 
people are children who were bom after December 31,1982, 
the date of the Pembina Act.”

The dollar estimate to be distributed per capita is 
$73,500,000 which is estimated to be divided between 29,487 
to 41,900 (the low and high estimate of eligible people). The 
Bureau’s projections of the low and high numbers break down 
to at least $1,754 and as much as $2,493 to be distributed per 
individual.

“The law authorizes the Rocky Boy Tribe to use the 20% 
program funds for economic development, recreation, and 
Tribal administration,” says the report. “The law further re
stricts the Tribe to only use the interest that is earned from the 
total 20% principal amount invested at the time Tribal program 
accounts are established. For example, if the Tribe ends up with 
a $2 million 20% share and the annual interest rate is 9% for a 
year, the Tribe can program $180,000.” There could be many 
ways the money can be programmed, but the plans would have 
to qualify under the three authorized categories.

Individual Indian Monies (IIM) accounts will have to be 
established for minors, deceased people, people declared le
gally incompetent and people for whom we have no current 
address,” says the Rocky Boy Agency. The BIA will be 
responsible for establishing these accounts and for probating 
the estate accounts. Eligible minors will not receive their share 
until they reach 18 years of age. All of the funds in the IIM 
accounts will earn interest until they are paid out.

*

Henrietta W hitem an, a member of the Cheyenne Trite, 
added another item to her lifetime list of honors on April 26, 
when she received the YWCA’s “May McDomey Memorial 
Award” as the outstanding woman in the greater Missoula 
Area for 1987.

Whiteman, director of the University of Montana’s Native 
American Studies program, was selected for the national 
recognition she’s attracted to women (minority women in 
general) and Montana.

*

A non-Indian resident o f the Flathead recently presented Montana 
senator John Melcher with petitions signed by some 6,000 people in 
31 states reqeusting the end of Tribal jurisdiction over non-Indians 
living on Indian reservations. There’s been no word since about what 
Melcher has done, or will do, with the papers.
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